
1 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BA (Hons) Journalism 

                 Programme Specification 2021/22 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



2 
 

Awarding Body University of the Arts London 

College London College of Communication 

School Media  

Programme Journalism and Publishing (L045) 

FHEQ Level Level 6 Degree 

Course Credits 360 

Mode Full Time 

Duration of Course 3 years 

Valid From September 1st 2021 

Course Entry 
Requirements 

Home/EU/International 

The course team welcomes applicants from a broad range of 
backgrounds from all over the world. The course attracts 
students who apply direct from A-level (or equivalent) or 
from Foundation Diploma in Art and Design, or other art or 
design courses, as well as mature students who may have 
previously worked in industry. 

The standard entry requirements for this course are as 
follows: 

96 UCAS tariff points which can be made up of one or a 
combination of the following accepted full level 3 
qualifications: 

• A Levels at grade C or above (preferred subjects 
include: English; History; Media; Business; Art and 
Design, or other subjects within Social Sciences). 

• Pass at Foundation Diploma in Art & Design (Level 3 
or 4). 

• Merit, Merit, Merit at BTEC Extended Diploma 
(preferred subjects: Creative Media and Journalism, 
Business/ Business Studies, Media). 

• Merit at UAL Extended Diploma. 
• Access to Higher Education Diploma (preferred 

subject: Journalism, Digital and Creative Media, 
Marketing, Humanities and Social Sciences). 
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• OR equivalent EU/International qualifications, such as 
International Baccalaureate Diploma at 24 points 
minimum 

And 3 GCSE passes at grade 4 or above (grade A*-C) 
including English. 

APEL - Accreditation of Prior (Experiential) Learning 

Applicants who do not meet these course entry 
requirements may still be considered in exceptional cases. 
The course team will consider each application that 
demonstrates additional strengths and alternative evidence. 
This might, for example, be demonstrated by: 

• Related academic or work experience; 
• The quality of the personal statement; 
• A strong academic or other professional reference; 
• A combination of these factors. 

Each application will be considered on its own merit but we 
cannot guarantee an offer in each case. 

English Language Requirements (International/EU) 

IELTS level 6.5 or above, with at least 5.5 in reading, writing, 
listening and speaking (please check our main English 
language requirements page). 

All classes are conducted in English. If English is not your first 
language you will be asked to provide evidence of your 
English language ability when you enrol. 

Selection Criteria The details on your UCAS application (including the 
academic reference and your personal statement) will be 
assessed against the following criteria: 

• A considered and demonstrable interest in the 
discipline of journalism 

• An understanding of the need for a critical and 
analytical approach (through research and practice) 
to this area of study 

• Commitment to the study and development of your 

http://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/language-centre/language-requirements
http://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/language-centre/language-requirements
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own creative practice and subsequent career 
opportunities 

Scheduled Learning and 
Teaching 

During your course you will engage with learning and 
teaching that includes both online and face-to-face modes. 
The advertised scheduled activity for the course will be 
delivered through a combination of live, synchronous and 
asynchronous on-line learning. Scheduled learning and 
teaching activity may include lectures, seminars, studio and 
workshop briefings, tutorials, external visits and project 
briefings. 
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Awards and Percentage of Scheduled Learning 

Year 1 

Percentage of Scheduled Learning 22 

Awards Credits 

Certificate of Higher Education  120  

 

Year 2 

Percentage of Scheduled Learning 22 

Awards Credits 

Diploma of Higher Education  240  

 

Year 3 
Percentage of Scheduled Learning 13 

Awards Credits 

Bachelor of Arts  360  
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Course Aims and Outcomes 
The Aims and Outcomes of this Course are as follows: 

Aim/Outcome Description  

Aim 
Develop the practical skills of multimedia journalism underpinned by 
appropriate and wide knowledge of contextual subjects; 

Aim 
Enable you to develop critical and reasoning skills through analysis of 
the journalistic media and discussion of related political, ethical, legal 
and professional issues; 

Aim 
Develop your technical skills in industry-standard software packages 
for content creation, editing and production; 

Aim 
Provide experience of working in a fully-equipped multimedia 
newsroom; 

Aim 
Develop your understanding of the theoretical, cultural and historical 
frameworks appropriate to the study of journalism; 

Aim 
Enable you to become a reflective practitioner of journalism and a self-
directed, independent learner; 

Aim 
Develop the communication and enterprise skills necessary for the 
effective exchange of ideas and team working, preparing you for a 
range of jobs in journalism and the media; 

Aim 
Provide the structure in which you can develop and apply in practice a 
wide range of research methods and skills for journalistic purposes. 

Outcome 
Communicate a range of ideas, problems and solutions to a range of 
audiences on multimedia platforms (Enquiry, Communication); 

Outcome 
Demonstrate understanding and critical knowledge of key theoretical 
issues in journalism and the legal, political, cultural, economic and 
social contexts in which journalists work (Enquiry, Knowledge); 

Outcome 
Apply a range of practical journalistic skills – written, oral, audio and 
video - across multimedia platforms and build up a portfolio of work 
(Realisation); 

Outcome 
Work independently and collaboratively on presentations and 
journalistic projects (Process); 

Outcome Pursue a range of potential careers in journalism and the wider media 
or follow postgraduate courses, including the LCC’s postgraduate 
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courses in journalism and broadcasting (Realisation) 

Outcome 
Apply research methods in journalistic and academic contexts 
(Enquiry); 

Outcome 
Experiment with different media and storytelling styles to deliver 
effective and engaging narratives (Process, Communication). 
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Distinctive Features 

1 

Artefact Magazine - Students are encouraged to develop an authentic and individual 
journalistic voice that reflects their own passions and concerns about society and 
their community. The award-winning Artefact magazine, website and social media 
stream showcases third year work to a wide audience beyond UAL. 

2 

Practice-based pathways - After a common first year, students will pursue a 
specialism in either print and online or audio-visual journalism. A named degree 
path, reflecting their expertise, will help them to stand out against competitors in 
the jobs market. 

3 
Diverse connections - A diverse cohort, mentoring schemes and networks such as 
the Refugee Journalism Project lead to opportunities to tell stories from previously 
unheard perspectives. 

4 

A public profile - Students publish their written and audio-visual journalism 
throughout the three years of the course in zines, blogs, on social media and in 
magazines. They can take part in public exhibitions at LCC. A sustainable, digital, 
multi-platform approach to journalism is taken throughout. 

5 

Industry links - The course has particularly strong links with industry, hosting guest 
lectures from alumni, prominent journalists and prospective employers as well as 
offering opportunities for collaboration on live projects. Permanent staff have 
worked for national newspapers, broadcast organisations, magazines and digital 
publishers. Many Associate Lecturers are working journalists who bring fresh 
industry perspectives. 

6 

Employability - Students are prepared for a wide range of professional practice, 
through practical teaching and specific industry-focused units. The course offers an 
excellent grounding for careers in print, online & audio-visual journalism, as well as 
the broader media industry such as public relations, content marketing and NGO 
communications. 
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Course Detail 

The course delivers practical journalism teaching alongside academic study of relevant 
contextual theories. Everyone follows the same curriculum in Year 1. 
 
In Year 2 you will choose the Print and Online Journalism or Audio and Video Journalism 
pathway. In Year 3 everyone will work to produce the Artefact magazine and website. 
 
You’ll be encouraged to develop your own authentic and individual journalism in your 
chosen medium, building up a portfolio of your original work. 

What can you expect? 

A combination of lectures, seminars, tutorials and practical workshops, taught in Mac 
suites, AV- equipped classrooms and studios, as appropriate. 

The course will cover: 

• Core journalism skills: researching, interviewing, writing and pitching 
• Broadcast techniques: self-shooting video, audio recording, digital editing 
• Critical analysis of contemporary media, legal and ethical issues 
• Contextual study of relevant cultural and historical theory 
• Use of a fully Mac-equipped newsroom, video and radio studios 
• Field trips, guest speakers and special events 
• Choice of theoretical unit in Year 2 

Print and Online pathway will include: 

• Multimedia storytelling: using text, images, graphics and social media. 
• Longer-form journalism: from initial idea to rigorously researched original long feature. 

Audio and Video Pathway will include: 

• Audio journalism and podcasting: writing for broadcast, creative sound recording, 
advanced editing, radio studio production and social media promotion. 

• Advanced audio-video journalism: video packages, digital storytelling for social media, 
advanced camerawork, editing and video studio production. 

In Year 3 both pathways will work together to produce content for the Artefact website 
and magazine. 

Work experience and opportunities 

In Year 2 the Professional Practice unit offers you the choice of a work placement or a 
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collaborative industry project.  
 
Students have a successful track record in securing work placements with media 
companies such as The Sunday Times, The Financial Times, BBC, Sky Sports, Vice, Elle, 
Dazed, Freemantle media, Diva, The Week and The Independent. 

In Year 3 the Preparing for Industry unit will take you through how to create an online 
professional profile, offering valuable CV tips and advice on freelancing. 

You’ll get chances throughout the course to meet successful BA (Hons) Journalism 
graduates and other industry figures to hear about their professional journeys, either in 
guest lectures or special employability events. 

Between Years 2 and 3 of the course, you’ll also have the opportunity to undertake one of 
the following additional UAL qualifications:  

Diploma in Professional Studies (DPS): An optional, year-long learning opportunity which 
enables you to develop your professional skills by undertaking a variety of placements and 
industry experiences. Supported throughout the year by academics, you’ll build on the 
knowledge gained on your course in a range of national or international locations, and 
graduate with an additional qualification of Diploma in Professional Studies. 

Diploma in Creative Computing: An optional, year-long opportunity which allows you to 
develop the computational skills that are shaping the future of the digital creative 
industries. After successfully completing the Diploma and the final year of your 
undergraduate degree, you’ll graduate with an enhanced degree title: for example, BA 
(Hons) Journalism (with Creative Computing). 

Course Structure 

The academic year for this course is divided into 2 blocks. 

The 1st block is of 15 weeks’ duration from late September to mid-February. In accordance 
with the University timetable, there will be a four week holiday in December. 

The 2nd block is also of 15 weeks’ duration from mid-February to the end of June with a 
four week holiday for Easter. 

Mode of study 

BA (Hons) Journalism runs for 93 weeks in full-time mode. It is divided into 3 stages over 3 
academic years. Each stage lasts 31 weeks. 
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Course Units 

In common with all courses at the University of the Arts London, this course is credit rated. 
The course is 3 years, levels 4-6. Each year requires you to achieve 120 credit points. To be 
awarded the BA (Hons) Journalism qualification, you need to accumulate a total of 360 
credits. 

All units in Year 1 are compulsory. In Year 2, you will take either the Print and Online 
pathway units or the Audio-Video Journalism pathway units. 

You will also be offered a choice of ‘Option’ units. In Year 3 all three units are compulsory. 

Year 1 

Introduction to Journalism (20 credits) 

An introduction to your course, journalism as a subject of study and the skills required for 
independent and collaborative learning. 

Print and Online Journalism (20 credits) 

This unit covers the basic skills and techniques of written journalism, focusing on the 
conventions of news writing and short features. Critical analysis of contemporary writing. 

Journalism: Perspective and Theory (20 credits)  

The historical and theoretical underpinnings of journalism, its place in democracy and 
technological developments. 

Law and Ethics (20 credits) 

The unit covers the legal and ethical boundaries within which journalism operates, 
including defamation, privacy and contempt of court. 

Audio and Video Journalism (20 credits) 

Basic audio and video production techniques, including recording, editing and 
interviewing. Critical analysis of broadcast journalism. 

Contemporary Challenges in Journalism (20 credits) 

Key concepts in contemporary journalistic practices and the challenges posed by changing 
cultures, markets and technologies. 
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Year 2 

Print and Online Journalism Pathway 1: Multimedia Storytelling (20 credits) 

Creative integration of text, images and graphics to produce features, alongside social 
media strategy and critical analysis of current practice. 

Print and Online Journalism Pathway 2: Longer-form journalism (40 credits) 

Narrative storytelling techniques, such as developing story ideas, rigorous research and 
audience awareness, alongside critical reflection. 

OR 

Audio and Video Journalism Pathway 1: Audio Journalism and Podcasting (20 credits) 

Production of short scripted radio news journalism, creative packages and longer form 
podcasts, alongside social media strategy and critical analysis of current practice. 

Audio-Video Journalism Pathway 2: Advanced Audio-Video Journalism (40 credits) 

Video packages, digital storytelling for social media and collaborative productions, 
alongside critical reflection. 

Option unit (20 credits) 

A choice of units will allow you to pursue academic research in a specific area of 
journalism. 

Professional Practice (20 credits) 

A choice of either completing a period of work experience or collaborating on specific 
briefs provided by media industry partners. 

Research into Journalism (20 credits) 

Essential academic research skills to prepare for the dissertation unit in year 3, such as use 
of sources, research methods and writing a literature review. 

Year 3 

Final Major Project (60 credits) 

Produce a journalism portfolio in your pathway specialism for Artefact magazine and/or 
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website, covering a range of genres and themes. 

Dissertation (40 credits) 

Research and write a 7,000 word dissertation, carrying out relevant research into a topic of 
your choice under one-to-one supervision.  

Preparing for Industry (20 credits) 

Learn how to produce a professional online profile and CV, demonstrate an understanding 
of the current media industry and explore the opportunities of a creative career. 

Learning and Teaching Methods 

• Lectures 
• Seminars 
• Tutorials 
• Practical, hands-on workshops  
• Workshops 
• Group work 
• Artefact website and print magazine 
• Field trips 
• Workshops  
• Theory 
• Research methods 
• Industry-based learning 

Assessment Methods 

• A portfolio of practical journalism work 
• A portfolio of research findings 
• Academic essay 
• Reflective report 
• Class presentation or written report 
• Dissertation 

Reference Points 

The following reference points were used in designing the course: 

• FHEQ http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/Framework-Higher-Education-
Qualifications-08.pdf  

• UK Quality Code: http://www.qaa.ac.uk/assuring-standards-and-quality/the-quality-code  
• QAA subject benchmark statements: http://www.qaa.ac.uk/assuring-standards-and-
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quality/the-quality-code/subject-benchmark-statements  
• UAL Learning, Teaching and Enhancement Strategy 2015-2022: 

https://myintranet.arts.ac.uk/media/arts/about-ual/teaching-and-learning-
exchange/2015---2022-Learning,-Teaching-and-Enhancement-Strategy.pdf  

• UAL Assessment Strategy: https://myintranet.arts.ac.uk/staffonly/ual-strategy-2015-22/  
• UAL Creative Attributes Framework: http://www.arts.ac.uk/about-ual/teaching-and-

learning/careers-and-employability/creative-attributes-framework/  
• UAL Tutorial Policy: http://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/academic-regulations/tutorial-

policy/  
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Course Diagram 

S = Summative Assessment 
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Block 2  
Introduction to 
Journalism (20 

credits) 
S 

          
Law & Ethics (20 credits)  S 

        

     
Print & Online Journalism (20 credits) S Audio & Video Journalism (20 credits) S 

    

     Journalism: Perspective & Theory (20 
credits) 

S 
 

Contemporary Challenges in Journalism (20 credits) S 
  

                              

Level 5 – Year 2  

Block 1 Block 2 

Pathway Unit 1 (20 credits) S     Pathway Unit 2 (40 credits) S   

Option Unit (20 credits) S 
   Research into Journalism 

(20 credits) 
S 

        

Professional Practice (20 credits) S                

                              

Level 6 – Year 3  

Block 1 Block 2 

Dissertation (40 credits) S                

Final Major Project (60 credits) 
Final Major Project 

(continued) 
S    

     

                    Preparing for 
Industry (20 

credits) 
S 
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The University will use all reasonable endeavours to provide the Course and the services described in this 

Output. There may be occasions whereby the University needs to add, remove or alter content in relation 

to your Course as may be appropriate for example the latest requirements of a commissioning or 

accrediting body, or in response to student feedback, or to comply with applicable law or due to 

circumstances beyond its control. The University aim to inform you of any changes as soon as is 

reasonably practicable 

© 2021 University of the Arts London 
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