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Speaker’s biographies 
 
Session 1 
 
Professor Danka Tamburic 
 

 
 
Danka has a background in Pharmacy, with an MSc in Pharmaceutical Technology 
and a PhD in Pharmaceutical Sciences. In 2000, she developed the first UK university 
degree solely devoted to the cosmetic industry, the BSc (Hons) Cosmetic Science, a 
predecessor of the current integrated MSc. She has also supervised the first PhD in 
Cosmetic Science in the UK, completed in 2010. Danka has extensive experience in 
the area of skin research, including pharmaceutical and cosmetic aspects, with more 
than 150 research outputs in the public domain. She has also contributed to book 
chapters, patent applications and pedagogic projects. Her research interests 
encompass the use of structure characterisation methods in product formulation and 
the assessment of cosmetic product efficacy. She is also engaged in multi-disciplinary 
research, including the use of 3D printing technology and artificial intelligence in 
cosmetic science.  
 
 
Dr Majella Lane 
 

 
 
Majella holds a degree in Pharmaceutical Science and a PhD in the field of membrane 
transport. Her major areas of expertise include delivery of actives to and through the 
skin, biophysical approaches towards the elucidation of active-skin and formulation-
skin interactions, mechanisms of active absorption in skin and topical formulation 
design and evaluation. Majella acts as a consultant to a number of cosmetic and 
pharmaceutical companies. She is the Editor-In-Chief of the International Journal of 
Cosmetic Science and she serves on the editorial board of a number of cosmetic and 
pharmaceutical science journals. Majella is the Chair of the Scientific Committee for 
the 2022 IFSCC congress in London. Her research group collaborates worldwide and 
she also hosts visiting scientists from academia and industry in her laboratory.  
 



Catherine Bonn 
 

 
 
Catherine Bonn is a 3rd year PhD student in Professor Mark Birch-Machin’s group at 
Newcastle University, researching the biological effects of sunlight on skin stress, 
damage and ageing. Her specific interest is in how different kinds of light from the sun, 
including ultraviolet, visible and infrared light, could have different damaging influences 
on the skin. She aims to translate this underlying science into optimal protection from 
all aspects of sun damage through sunscreen ingredients and formulations. Her work 
has been published in H&PC and FASEB journal (in review) and has been presented 
at national and international conferences in the areas of dermatology and 
photobiology. Previously she has worked with the BBC and Channel 5 in 
communicating sun care science to broad audiences in the UK and internationally. 
 
 
Professor Paul Matts 
 

 
 
Paul joined Procter & Gamble in 1988 and has spent the majority of his career in R&D, 
conducting research and developing methods to feed the technology pipelines of some 
of the company’s major brands. As Victor Mills Research Fellow, he has specific 
expertise in the measurement and modelling of skin structure, function and 
appearance, photo-protection and the psychology of perception of skin, among other 
areas. He is a Visiting Professor to the UAL London College of Fashion, the Chair of 
the Cosmetics Europe Sun Protection Expert Team and a Fellow of the Royal Society 
of the Arts and Royal Society of Chemistry. He is a proponent of Community 
Dermatology and involved in and highly passionate about several projects in Africa 
related to the prevention / treatment of skin disease using low-cost, sustainable 
materials.  
 
  



Session 2 
 
Dr Milica Stevic 
 

 
 
Milica is a lecturer at London College of Fashion, on the MSc Cosmetic Science 
course, where she teaches units relating to formulation and production of cosmetics. 
Previous to that, she worked at the University of Belgrade as a teaching and research 
assistant, at the UCL School of Pharmacy as a post-doctoral researcher and at LCF 
as a post-doctoral research fellow. She received her PhD in Electro-analytical 
Chemistry and Masters in Physical Chemistry from the University of Belgrade, Serbia. 
Milica is a fellow of The Institute of Materials, Minerals and Mining (IOM3) and a board 
member of the Packaging Society, on whose behalf she had organised at LCF in 
January 2019 the  conference entitled: ‘Women in the packaging industry – better 
living through innovation and sustainability’. Her research interests include 
personalised cosmetics, smart cosmetic packaging, and cosmetic devices. 
 
 
 
Magdalena Sykes 
 
Sarah Greenwood 
 

 
 
With degrees in Physics and Polymer Science from the University of Sheffield, Sarah 
has over 20 years’ experience in the plastics and packaging industries. She has held 
technical positions at BP Performance Films, Asda, Fox’s Biscuits, Mars and Sun 
Branding Solutions. Sarah now works as a freelance sustainable packaging and 
plastics specialist, with the companies from start-ups to blue chips, on all aspects of 
innovation, specification and problem solving. She is a board member of The 
Packaging Society, a division of The Institute of Materials, Minerals and Mining, and a 
chair of the North of England Packaging Society. Sarah is currently working as 
Packaging Expert / Leader at the Grantham Centre for Sustainable Futures at the 
University of Sheffield, where she is leading a proof-of-concept study on reusable 
packaging, funded by the UK Research and Innovation. 
 
 
  



Dr Geoff Briggs   
 

 
 
Geoff has spent almost 30 years conducting scientific research in an academic 
environment developing his skills as a molecular biologist and biotechnologist, with 13 
years dedicated to the study of the bacterial DNA replication, recombination and 
repair. In 2014, he left the academic world to join Walgreens Boots Alliance, where he 
was first exposed to retail skincare. His role was to discover, evaluate and develop 
new technologies (principally devices and diagnostics) which could be incorporated 
into a consumer skincare offering as either products or services. Latterly, this has 
expanded to include devices and diagnostics for the consumer healthcare category. A 
meeting with Marie Drago (founder of Gallinée) introduced Geoff to the wonderful 
world of the skin microbiome, and he has since been instrumental in the development 
of the WBA skin microbiome strategy, combining the knowledge he gained during his 
academic career with his new insight into the commercial world. 
 
 
Joseph Kearins 
 

 
 
Joe is a manager in IBM’s Global Consumer Industries Centre of Competence. He 
works on business development and project delivery for consumer-focused clients 
around the world, with a particular focus on the fashion industry. Joe’s projects have 
included a sustainability science initiative for a global CPG company, a luxury spirits 
traceability blockchain and AI-enhanced legal support with an independent consumer 
rights organisation. Joe also manages the ongoing collaboration between IBM and 
LCF, and sat on one of the sustainability panels at the Fashion Means Business 2019 
event last year. 
 
  



Session 3 
 
Dr Stefanie Williams  
  

 

Dr Stefanie Williams is a dermatologist and medical director of EUDELO Dermatology 
& Skin Wellbeing, a multi-award winning skin clinic in Central London. Here, she treats 
the entire spectrum of skin diseases and also practices aesthetic medicine. Dr 
Williams is a well-known key opinion leader in the industry, author and co-author of 
more than 100 scientific articles, book chapters and abstracts and author of two books. 
She frequently speaks at international conferences and lectures on the MSc Cosmetic 
Science at London College of Fashion. She is a member of the British Association of 
Dermatologists, British Cosmetic Dermatology Group and European Society for 
Cosmetic and Aesthetic Dermatology, amongst others. Dr Williams is regularly quoted 
as an expert in the media including Tatler, Vogue, Hello, Times, Channel 4 and BBC. 

 
 
Dr Chris Gummer 
 

 
 
After 21 years as a senior technologist and Research Fellow with Procter & Gamble 
Beauty Care R&D, Chris established his own consultancy in 2006. His work ranges 
from fundamental substrate research, hands-on development of data and methods, 
through to copy development and product credentialing. He has extensive experience 
in copy claim development and claim substantiation with some of the world’s leading 
consumer brands. Importantly, he has unique position of working with Clearcast and 
the ASA from the position of an advertiser and now consultant for Clearcast, covering 
a very wide range of product categories. In addition, he has extensive experience in 
innovation and ideation techniques, along with identifying external connections for 
product development. He currently consults for a range of FMCG, raw material 
suppliers and pharmaceutical companies covering beauty care, household products, 
baby care, feminine protection and contraception & conception. 
 
  



 
Dr Hannah Zeilig 
 

 
 
Dr Zeilig is senior research fellow at the University of the Arts London and also a 
visiting research fellow at the University of East Anglia.  Hannah has a long-standing 
interest in the cultural representation of age and ageing, the role of the arts for 
dementia and the relationship between clothing and creativity for older women. 
Hannah also worked on ‘Fine Lines’ in collaboration with Caroline Searing at LCF 
investigating the language of cosmetic advertising pre and post the introduction of 
botox. Hannah and Caroline have most recently explored the role of make up for older 
women in the project ‘All Made Up’.  
Hannah’s work is characterised by a trans-disciplinary approach and she collaborates 
with a wide range of colleagues from clinicians to scientists and artists. Most recently, 
as part of a Wellcome Trust - funded project, she has investigated the possibilities of 
artistic co-creativity with people with dementia. In 2018 Hannah was selected by 
Wellcome Trust as one of the pioneers in dementia.  
 
 
Caroline Searing 
 

 
 
Caroline Searing is a senior lecturer at London College of Fashion and a member of 
the Cosmetic Science Research Group. She trained as a physiologist at the University 
of Bristol and worked initially for the Ministry of Defence, researching thermally 
stressful environments, fitness to dive and submarine atmospheres. She also ran a 
clinical respiratory function laboratory. Since joining LCF, Caroline has taught human 
and skin biology to all years of the Cosmetic Science course. As year tutor for the first 
year students she has a research interest in helping these students successfully 
navigate the transition from school to University study. Caroline has collaborated with 
Dr Hannah Zeilig since 2015, producing papers and conference presentations. 
  



Daniel Whitby 
 

 
 
Daniel has worked in the personal care industry for over 20 years in a variety of roles 
including formulation, new product development, innovation, technical marketing and 
claims testing. He has developed patented technologies, been responsible for the 
introduction of several innovative claims into the beauty market place and has 
presented at numerous cosmetic science events. A regular contributor to industry 
journals he has a passion for trends analysis, ingredient innovation and understanding 
consumer interaction with both products and the beauty industry. An extensive 
industry network including journalists, bloggers, consultants, brand owners and 
scientists gives him a unique insight into what the future may look like for the beauty 
industry. He also lectures on the Cosmetic Science BSc course at Sunderland 
University and is a member of the SCS RDG North team. He currently works in the 
Lake Personal Care team, using his knowledge of emerging trends to promote their 
raw material offer across the UK. 
 


