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Section 1 
Qualification at a glance
—

Qualification title UAL Entry Level 3 Certificate in Performing Arts
Qualification number (QN) 610/1061/3
Qualification start date September 2022
Age range             Pre 16, 16–18, 19+
Total Qualification time (TQT) 120
Guided Learning Hours (GLH) 120
Credits 12
Assessment requirements One internally assessed and internally verified portfolio of evidence   
 which is subject to external quality assurance by UAL Awarding Body.
Standard delivery 1 year
Overall grade Pass / Fail
UCAS Points N/A
Funding eligibility *  14–16
Offered England

* Centres can find full details of Education & Skills Funding Agency (ESFA) funding arrangements for the 
qualification on ‘the Hub’ Learning Aims search facility.

UAL Awarding Body4



Section 2
Context
—
Introduction 
This qualification is structured to support students 
at Entry Level 3 who want to explore, develop, and 
apply their performing arts skills. The qualification 
is designed to stimulate students’ creative 
curiosity and provides an accessible specialist arts 
curriculum offer for every student, regardless of their 
starting point. 

The qualification aims to introduce students to 
the creative process by providing opportunity 
to explore, develop and apply their creative and 
communication skills through a variety of creative 
activities. 

Entry Level 3 will attract students who have 
additional support needs. This qualification allows 
students to develop their skills, competencies, and 
knowledge to enable them to be successful in their 
own chosen pathway, and equip students with a 
range of personal attributes and transferable skills, 
which can be applied to many aspects of their future 
learning and development. 

These can include: 
	> Application of ideas and techniques
	> Collaboration
	> Communication
	> Confidence building
	> Creative and imaginative skills
	> Enquiry
	> Problem solving
	> Safe working practices
	> Sustainable learning practices

The qualification supports engagement in the 
creative community by engaging and interacting in 
creative sessions, workshops, creative centres and 
spaces, such as theatres and museums, as well as 
digital learning environments. Studying the creative 
arts at Entry Level 3 aims to equip students with 
communication skills and collaboration skills and 
so supporting positive and meaningful engagement 
with communities, allowing for a confident 
expression of their own creative attributes. 

The qualification aims to provide students with the 
skills and knowledge to confidently progress to 
additional study or Further Education, such as the 
UAL Entry Level 3 Certificate in Art and Design, the 
UAL Level 1 Music, Performing and Production Arts 
qualification or any alternative Level 1 course in other 
creative subject areas.  

Students who undertake this qualification are 
provided with the opportunity to develop the 
skills, knowledge and understanding necessary 
to lead a successful future within the creative arts, 
and within their futures in education. The creative 
arts, and in particular performing arts, allow for a 
multi-disciplinary approach to creative making 
and learning. It allows the students to gain an 
understanding of their own creative skills, through 
discovery, application and development. 
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1 See Creative Health: The Arts for Health and Wellbeing  

Creative arts and well-being

Not only do the creative arts provide students with 
the necessary skills, knowledge and understanding 
to progress to further and/or higher education and 
employment, the creative arts also stimulate positive 
mental health and well-being.  

It is said that ‘creative activity has been observed 
to stimulate an understanding of the process 
of making, giving rise to a greater sense of 
responsibility and self-reflection, increased 
confidence, self‐esteem and better mental health.’1 

This qualification was designed to support students 
to develop wide ranging qualities, abilities and 
behaviours that prepare them for a sustainable and 
rewarding future, in Further Education and beyond. 

Sustainability in practice

Sustainable thinking and environmental awareness 
are crucial factors within today’s society. Businesses 
on a global scale are declaring a greater sense of 
responsibility in relation to their ecological footprint; 
so it is important that artists and practitioners 
consider the potential implications that their work 
may have on the environment. 

UAL’s Entry Level 3 Certificate in Performing Arts 
encourages all students to be sustainable in the 
work they produce. They need to consider the 
impact their activities have on the environment. 
Making work that considers sustainability, where 
performing arts materials come from (for example: 
costume, props, set, make up) and how their work 
engages with the community are all important to 
this Entry Level 3 qualification. 

The content of this qualification gives tutors and 
students the opportunity to engage with the 
idea of sustainability and community. Tutors 
should encourage students to develop their 
own awareness of sustainability and to weave 
sustainability throughout the entire course. 

Global majority

Students should be introduced to artists, designers 
and practitioners that reflect the global majority in 
the arts. These can be through workshops and 
community engagement.  

Global majority is a collective term that speaks to 
and encourages people to think of themselves 
as belonging to the global majority. It refers to 
people who are Black, Asian, Brown, dual-heritage, 
indigenous to the global south, and/or have been 
racialised as ‘ethnic minorities’.
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Section 3 
Qualifications overview 
—
Who is this qualification for?  
The UAL Entry Level 3 Certificate in Performing Arts 
has been designed for pre-16 years old and 16-19 
years old students to support their Key Stage 3 and 
4 learning at school. The qualification is targeted at 
young people with Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities (SEND), Additional Learning Needs (ALN), 
or disadvantaged backgrounds, to prepare them for 
further study, work and adult life.  

The qualification offers students the opportunity to 
develop personal and communication skills on their 
creative journey through exploration and discovery 
Students are encouraged to explore, develop 
and apply their knowledge and skills gained from 
undertaking this qualification that puts creativity 
at the heart of the learning journey. It is expected 
that students will be provided with guidance 
or supervision throughout the duration of the 
qualification. 

There are no formal entry requirements for this 
qualification. However, it is recommended that 
students have an interest in exploring the Arts and 
Design world.

What does this qualification cover? 
This qualification draws on established approaches 
to teaching, learning and assessment that are 
proven to appeal to and engage students seeking 
practical study at entry level. 

The objectives of this qualification are to enable 
students to:
	> explore creative opportunities to develop their 
own understanding of performing arts through a 
range of creative activities. 
	> explore a range of performing arts skills to 
develop creative outcomes. 
	> build their practical skills, collaborative working 
and independence.  
	> engage with performing arts and/or creative arts 
communities, including visits and interactions 
with local, national and international artists and 
practitioners. 
	> develop their confidence in communication 
through a medium of performing arts.

The qualification comprises of one single 
component that is internally assessed and externally 
moderated. It is graded as Pass or Fail.

The assessment outcomes of this qualification are to 
enable students to:
	> use communication skills to support creative 
activity within performing arts 
	> use performing arts skills and materials to explore 
ideas 
	> engage and interact with the creative community 
	> develop ideas through creative activity 
	> produce creative outcome(s)

The qualification contains the following components:
	> Creative and Communications Skills in 
Performing Arts
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Still Life in Pink – Destiny Babayemi. Stormont 
House © Stefano Masse

What could this qualification lead to? 
Students completing this qualification may progress 
into any of the following areas:
	> Other Entry Level 3 Certificates in different subject 
areas e.g. UAL Entry Level 3 Certificate in Art and 
Design 
	> Level 1 Awards, Diplomas or Certificates e.g. UAL 
Level 1 Art, Design and Media or UAL Level 1 
Music, Performing and Production Arts 
	> GCSEs in other relevant subject areas e.g. GCSE 
Drama or GCSE Art and Design.

Which subjects might complement this 
qualification? 
This qualification has been designed to sit alongside 
other Entry Level 3 and higher level creative subjects 
such as:

	> Art and Design
	> Creative Media
	> Fashion and Textiles
	> Film and TV
	> Graphics
	> Music and Production
	> Performing Arts
	> Physical Education

UAL Awarding Body8



Section 4
Centre Requirements 
—
4.1 Approval  
New centres and existing centres that wish to deliver 
this qualification must obtain prior approval from UAL 
Awarding Body. Please refer to the UAL Awarding 
Body website for further information on the approval 
process. 

A formal application must include key information 
about your centre, delivery, and teaching staff.

Centre staff must be familiar with current practices 
and standards in the sector and with the 
qualification structure, content, assessment and 
quality assurance arrangements before designing a 
course programme. 

4.2 Resources  
Centres must have the physical resources to 
successfully implement the programme, including 
appropriately equipped and updated classrooms, 
studios and workshops, IT facilities and information 
and research sources.

4.3 Staffing  
Centres delivering any UAL Awarding Body 
qualifications must: 
	> ensure all staff involved with the delivery of this 
qualification are familiar with the qualification’s 
structure, content and assessment outcomes  
	> ensure all staff involved in teaching, assessment 
and quality of assurance are able to demonstrate 
they have (or are working towards) the relevant 
occupational competence, at the same level or 
higher than the qualification being delivered  
	> have a sufficient number of appropriately qualified/
experienced Assessors and Internal Quality 
Assurers to support the volume of students they 
intend to register 
	> ensure that all staff involved in delivery are 
provided with appropriate training and undertake 
meaningful and relevant continuing professional 
development (CPD) 
	> provide all staff involved in the assessment 
process with sufficient time and resources to 
carry out their roles effectively.
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4.4 Planning the programmes 
UAL Awarding Body supports innovative 
approaches to programme design and delivery 
within the broad context of the aims and 
assessment outcomes of the qualification.  

This qualification has been written to support a 
range of teaching, learning and delivery options 
and can therefore be delivered across a variety of 
performing arts activities.

Centres should focus their delivery and 
assignments on creative development which 
supports individual student progression with their 
creative and communication skills. 

This focus provides an individual learning journey, 
which is flexible and sustainable for the student to 
achieve the assessment criteria. The performing 
arts activities through which students undertake 
and engage with are designed by the centre 
and can be tailored to the needs of individuals or 
groups of students. All activities should reflect the 
importance of communication as integral to all 
performing arts activities. 

UAL Awarding Body provides a range of supporting 
materials, including a delivery guidance document 
to help centres with planning their programme of 
delivery.   

4.5 Induction 
Centres must provide students with an induction 
which ensures that:
	> a course handbook or overview is provided, 
along with any other supporting material to 
facilitate effective learning. This can be in a variety 
of formats, including signs, symbols, video or 
photos 
	> timetabling arrangements are clarified  
	> academic tutorial systems are provided 
	> learning support needs are identified and 
provided for, as appropriate 
	> course structures and assessment requirements 
are explained for internal assessment and 
external moderation  
	> health and safety regulations and procedures are 
explained. 

UAL Entry Level 3  
Certificate in Performing Arts
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4.6 Total Qualification Time (TQT) 
TQT is defined under the Ofqual General Conditions 
of Recognition, General Condition as the “number 
of notional hours which represents an estimate 
of the total amount of time that could reasonably 
be expected to be required in order for a student 
to achieve and demonstrate achievement of the 
level of attainment necessary for the award of a 
qualification.”  

TQT is comprised of the following two elements:  

	> the number of hours which an awarding 
organisation has assigned to a qualification for 
Guided Learning 
	> an estimate of the number of hours a student will 
reasonably be likely to spend in preparation, study 
or any other form of participation in education or 
training, including assessment, which takes place 
as directed by – but, unlike Guided Learning, not 
under the immediate guidance or supervision of 
– a lecturer, supervisor, tutor or other appropriate 
provider of education or training. 

UAL Entry Level 3  
Certificate in Performing Arts
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Section 5
Qualification structure
—
 
UAL Entry Level 3 Certificate in Performing 
Arts consists of one component that covers all the 
assessment outcomes. 

To be awarded the UAL Entry Level 3 Certificate in 
Performing Arts students are required to achieve 
a minimum of a Pass grade in the mandatory 
component:  

The Total Qualification Time for the Entry Level 3 
Certificate in Performing Arts is 120 hours.  

Due to the level of demand of the qualification 
and the focus being preparatory in nature, UAL 
Awarding Body has not set any independent 
learning hours for this qualification in line with the 
definition of TQT in Section 4.6. 

Component Title TQT GLH Assessment Control
Creative and Communications Skills in Performing Arts 120 120 Internal Assesment
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Section 6
Component specification
—
This section provides details on the format of the 
component: 

Component title
Provides a concise summary of the content of the 
component. 

Guided Learning Hours (GLH)
Represents the hours a student is being taught 
or instructed by or otherwise participating in 
education or training under the immediate guidance 
or supervision of – a lecturer, supervisor, tutor or 
other appropriate provider of education or training. 
This estimate includes the hours being assessed, if 
the assessment takes place under the immediate 
guidance or supervision of a lecturer, supervisor, 
tutor or other appropriate provider of education or 
training.

Qualification aim
Gives the reader a summary of the component 
content.

Assessment outcomes
The overarching assessment aims for the 
component.

Assessment criteria
Specify the minimum standard a student is 
expected to meet to demonstrate that the 
assessment outcomes of that component have 
been achieved.

Content 
Sets out the essential teaching content for the 
component. Anything which follows an ‘e.g.’ is 
illustrative and provides an example of what could 
be covered in the teaching of the component 
content. It is not required to assess every aspect of 
the content, as students will be expected to apply 
the knowledge, understanding and skills acquired 
through the learning process to the specifics of the 
assessment context.

Pass Descriptors
Provides guidance on the assessment criteria to 
determine the grades for a component.

Evidence requirements
Represents the appropriate ways for a student to 
evidence their achievement of the assessment 
outcomes and the assessment criteria.
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Level Entry 3
Guided Learning Hours 120

Credits 12

Assessment Internally assessed and externally moderated

Grade Pass / Fail
Resources Centres must have the physical resources to successfully implement the 

programme including appropriately equipped and updated performing 
arts studio and workshops, IT, facilities information and research sources. 

Centres must provide an appropriate level of access to a dedicated 
general studio and an adequate flexible or open access provision in more 
specialist areas.

Centres must also provide an appropriate level of accessibility so all 
students can benefit from the learning opportunities as fully as possible.

Component 1: Creative and Communications Skills in Performing Arts
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Assessment Outcome 
On successful  
completion of this 
component the student 
will be able to:

Assessment Criteria 
On successful completion of this component the student can:

AO1  
Use communication 
skills to support 
creative activity within 
performing arts

1.1  Identify communication skills to support creative activities
1.2  Use a range of different communication skills to support creative activity

AO2  
Use performing arts 
skills and materials to 
explore ideas  

2.1  Identify performing arts skills and materials that support creative 
activities

2.2  Use a range of different performing arts skills and materials to explore 
ideas in support of creative activities

AO3  
Engage and interact 
with the creative 
community

3.1  Investigate the activities of a range of different creative communities
3.2  Use communication skills to engage and interact with the creative 

community
3.3  Document engagement activity with the creative community

AO4  
Develop ideas through 
creative activity

4.1  Select materials to develop ideas
4.2  Use communication skills to develop ideas 
4.3  Use experience of the creative community to develop ideas
4.4  Document creative ideas

AO5  
Produce creative 
outcome(s)

5.1  Use ideas and communication skills to produce a creative outcome
5.2  Use performing arts materials to produce creative outcome(s)
5.3  Document creative outcome(s)
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Definitions and Scopes

Communication in performing arts:
	> Generating and recording ideas through practical 
and written work 
	> Verbal: e.g. name, recall, discuss  
	> Written: e.g. list, mind map, spider diagram 
	> Visual: e.g. drawings, diagrams, charts

Contextual referencing:
	> Inclusion of global wide examples of creative 
practitioners, cultures and civilisations used to 
influence performing arts ideas and outcomes

Creative community:  
	> A group of people interested in creative activities 
or a group of creative practitioners 
	> Engagement in creative sessions or workshops 
with other like-minded people
	> Engage with a creative centre, hub or 
environment e.g. a theatre, gallery, museum or 
community space, dance centres, specialist 
workshops, backstage tours, libraries
	> Access arts based online / digital learning 
environments

BA  Acting and 
Performance, 
Wimbledon College of 
Arts.  
Photograph by Alys 
Tomlinson

Please note: these definitions and scopes should only be used as an initial starting place when preparing 
students to meet the Assessment Outcomes and Assessment Criteria. We encourage further exploration 
of the terms using other sources.
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Creative community interaction:
	> Engaging with individuals or groups of creative 
practitioners in the creative arts community 
	> Working with and creating connections with 
creative communities, online or in person 
	> Interaction with creative arts community sessions, 
in person or on-line 
	> Fostering working relationships with the creative 
communities 
	> Engaging with the creative community through 
creative activities

Creative outcome:
	> A creative outcome can be the culmination (a 
final outcome) of a creative process or can be 
the evidence generated by the student during 
the creative process which demonstrates skills, 
materials and ideas.

Creative ideas:
	> An idea which demonstrates imagination
	> An outcome which expresses creativity and uses 
performance skills and techniques to tell a story

Creative practice:
	> Fostering a creative environment through 
opportunity to access facilities, workshops, 
creative spaces 
	> Exploration of creative processes and activities 
	> Encouragement to use imagination to develop 
creative ideas  
	> Development of an inquiring curious mind-set 

Global majority: 
	> Global majority is a collective term that speaks to 
and encourages people to think of themselves as 
belonging to the global majority. It refers to people 
who are Black, Asian, Brown, dual-heritage, 
indigenous to the global south, and/or have been 
racialised as ‘ethnic minorities’
	> Exploration of a range of different practitioners, 
cultures, work, themes, inspirations

Mark Making: 
	> The act of making an expressive mark on a 
surface with the intent and purpose of being 
creative or leading to a creative outcome  
	> Mark making can be achieved through the 
physical act of changing the surface of a material  

Sustainability and creative activity:
	> Sustainability is the idea that goods and services 
should be produced in ways that do not use 
resources that cannot be replaced and that do 
not damage the environment. 
	> Develop knowledge of how practitioners are 
influenced by sustainable practices 
	> Use materials and/or creative processes to 
convey messages about sustainability  
	> Explore re-purposing resources during the 
creative process 
	> Encourage environmental social responsibility  

Visual diary:
	> A scrapbook or sketchbook of ideas and 
outcomes, A4-A3 size  
	> Imagery or photographs which may include 
description 
	> Digital recordings (video and or audio) of creative 
activities

Please note that these are suggestions only and this 
is not an exhaustive list of formats that can be used

Visual language:
	> Use of physical techniques e.g. facial expressions, 
eyeline, posture, gesture, timing
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Content
AO1  
Use communication skills to support creative 
activity within performing arts
	> How to identify a variety of communication 
techniques used within performing arts practice 
e.g.  
	– action
	– character
	– collaboration
	– devising
	– movement
	– repetition 
	– rhythm
	– storytelling
	– timing

	> Introduction to visual communication that helps 
communicate ideas and meaning for an audience
	> How can communication skills be used to 
generate ideas based on a given range of stimuli 
e.g. 
	– image
	– subject
	– text 
	– theme
	– topic

	> How to identify the range of communication forms 
for performing arts e.g.
	– written
	– visual 
	– verbal 
	– non-verbal 
	– listening 
	– individual 
	– collaborative

	> How to use a range of communication forms to 
build confidence in communication skills e.g. 
	– improvisation
	– movement 
	– role play 
	– script work

	– story-telling
	> How to use a range of communication forms 
to build confidence in communication skills in 
creative activity
	> Introduction to the use of a visual diary to explore 
and record ideas

AO2 
Use performing arts skills and materials to 
explore ideas  
	> Generation of ideas based on a given range of 
stimuli e.g. 
	– image
	– subject
	– text 
	– theme
	– topic

	> Consideration of how performing arts skills are 
used by practitioners
	> Consideration of different performance materials e.g.
	– costumes
	– lights
	– music 
	– props
	– script
	– set
	– sound

	> Exploration of how the senses work in performing 
arts activities e.g. listening, responding, imagining, 
playing, breathing
	> Exploration of stage techniques e.g. 
improvisation, creating characters, kinaesthetic 
awareness, movement skills, breathing 
techniques and repetition 
	> Exploration of creative activities for a sustainable 
purpose within performing arts activity e.g. 
recycle, upcycle props, costumes etc. 
	> Promotion of safe working practices with a range 
of performing arts activities
	> Exploration of individual, collaborative or 
teamwork
	> Demonstration of use of performing arts skills and 
materials through a visual diary 

UAL Awarding Body18



UAL Entry Level 3  
Certificate in Performing Arts

AO3 
Engage and interact with the creative 
community
	> Identification of different creative communities, 
including different contextual references
	> Engagement and interaction within a creative 
environment e.g. classroom, peers, rehearsal 
studio, performing arts workshops, theatre, 
practitioners
	> Exploration of and interaction with local 
communities, national events, competitions, 
external industry visitors / experts
	> Undertake educational visits to, and engagement 
with, creative communities e.g. theatres, 
concerts, stand-up, art galleries, museums, 
local creative-based community groups, online 
community groups, virtual plays or events
	> Exploration of enterprise opportunities, 
engagement and interactions e.g. in-house or 
external opportunities 
	> Document exploration of and interaction with the 
creative community through a visual diary 

AO4  
Develop ideas through creative activity
	> Use of performing arts skills and materials to 
develop creative ideas  
	> Development of performing arts skills and 
materials through use of communication skills
	> Generation of outcomes that require some 
sequential creative application e.g. explore, 
develop and apply 
	> Exploration of sequential application of creative 
processes and techniques to achieve outcomes
	> Practise creative and performing arts skills e.g. 
collaborating, developing narrative, improvisation, 
spatial awareness, physical expression, vocal 
expression
	> Repetition of creative applications to expand 
ideas and improve confidence
	> Build confidence in developing creative skills in 
preparation for progression

	> Development of independence in thought and 
activity 
	> Development of individual, collaborative or 
teamwork
	> Document creative skills through a visual diary 

AO5 
Produce creative outcome(s) 
	> Selection of appropriate performing arts skills and 
materials to support creative activity 
	> Use of communication skills and performing arts 
skills to communicate creative ideas  
	> Use of performing arts skills and materials, 
techniques and process to produce creative 
outcomes 
	> Application of creative skills using a range of 
activities, materials and techniques 
	> Document creative outcomes through a range of 
formats e.g. text, images, digital recordings (audio 
and/ or video)
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Assessment Outcome 
On successful completion of this 
component the student will be able to:

Assessment Criteria 
On successful completion of this component the  
student can:

Fail 
The students’ work demonstrates:

Pass 
The students’ work demonstrates:

AO1  
Use communication skills to support creative 
activity within performing arts

1.1 Identify communication skills to support creative activities 
1.2 Use a range of different communication skills to support creative activities

little or no evidence of exploration of communication skills to 
support creative activities in the visual diary.

little or no evidence of different communication skills used 
to support creative activities in the visual diary.

the ability to identify, explore and use communication skills 
through creative activity in the visual diary. 

evidence of different types of communication skills used to 
support creative activities in the visual diary. 

AO2  
Use performing arts skills and materials to 
explore ideas

2.1 Identify performing arts skills and materials that support creative activities 
2.2 Use a range of different performing arts skills and materials to explore ideas 
in support of creative activities

little or no evidence of exploration of performing arts skills and 
materials that support creative activities in the visual diary.

little or no evidence of use of different performing arts skills 
and materials to explore their own ideas in the visual diary.

the ability to identify different types of performing arts skills 
and materials that support creative activities in the visual diary. 

the ability to use different performing arts skills and materials 
to explore their own ideas in the visual diary. 

AO3  
Engage and interact with the  
creative community

3.1 Investigate the activities of a range of different creative communities 
3.2 Use communication skills to engage and interact with the creative 
community 
3.3 Document engagement activity with the creative community

little or no evidence of investigation of the creative 
community in the visual diary.

little or no evidence of use of communication skills 
and activities to engage and interact with the creative 
community in the visual diary.

evidence of investigation of different creative communities in 
the visual diary.  

evidence use of different types of communication skills and 
activities to engage and interact with creative communities in 
the visual diary.  

AO4  
Develop ideas through creative  
activity

4.1 Select performing arts skills and materials to develop ideas 
4.2 Use communication skills to develop ideas  
4.3 Use experience of the creative community to develop ideas 
4.4 Document creative ideas

little or no evidence of the selection of performing arts skills 
and materials to develop ideas in the visual diary.

little or no evidence of the use of communication skills in the 
development of ideas in the visual diary.

little or no evidence that their own ideas that have been 
influenced by the creative community in the visual diary.

little or no evidence of their own creative ideas documented 
in the visual diary.

the ability to select appropriate performing arts skills and 
materials to support the development of ideas in the visual diary.  

evidence of the use of communication skills in the 
development of own ideas in the visual diary.

evidence that their own ideas have been influenced by their 
experience with the creative community in the visual diary.

evidence of their own creative ideas documented in the visual 
diary.

AO5  
Produce creative outcome(s)

5.1 Use ideas and communication skills to produce a creative outcome(s) 
5.2 Use performing arts skills and materials to produce creative outcome(s) 
5.3 Document creative outcome(s)

little or no evidence of the application of ideas, 
communication skills and performing arts skills and 
materials to produce creative outcome(s) in the visual diary.

little or no evidence of their own creative outcome(s) is 
documented in the visual diary.

the application of ideas, different communication skills, and 
appropriate performing arts skills and materials to produce 
creative outcome(s) in the visual diary.

evidence of their own creative outcome(s) is documented in 
the visual diary. 

UAL Entry Level 3  
Certificate in Performing Arts

Pass and Fail descriptors
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Section 7 
Assessment
—
7.1 How is this qualification 
assessed? 
This qualification is internally set and assessed 
and externally moderated by UAL Awarding Body. 
Students must achieve the assessments detailed in 
the table below. 

7.2 Assessment and evidence 
requirements 
Students are required to produce a visual diary 
as their submission evidence. The visual diary is 
integral to this qualification. 

This section should be read in parallel with the 
qualification’s delivery guidance which contains 
in-depth information on the planning, delivery, 
assessment and quality assurance of the 
assessment.  

The achievement of this qualification is based on a 
student’s ability to meet the assessment outcomes.

7.2.1 Portfolio of evidence

A visual diary will be used by the student to 
personally record, explore and express their creative 
ideas. The purpose of the visual diary is for students 
to document a clear record of all work undertaken in 
the year and will allow tutors to evaluate a student’s 
developing skills and understanding. It allows for a 
daily record of all activities, including in and out of 
the classroom/studio etc. 

Staff, learning support assistants, parents and/or 
carers can all see at a glance the progression of 
the student. It is an accessible visual aid in which 
students will feel confident to freely express their 
thoughts and ideas and can be personalised to 
become part of their everyday journey. It can be 
used across disciplines and in any environment. 

Component Title Assessment methods Assessment Control
Creative and Communications 
Skills in Performing Arts 

Internally set assignment
Demonstrates students’ ability 
to achieve all of the assessment 
criteria

Internally set, internally graded and 
subject to internal verification and 
external moderation by UAL Awarding 
Body

Sample assignments are available to all centres 
delivering this qualification and are available for 
download on request.
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The visual diary will enable assessment to show a 
clear progression through the year, while allowing 
the students to see for themselves their continued 
development and improvement. It allows for a 
collection of successes, accidents and mistakes to 
distinctly document the learning journey for each 
student. The final submission will clearly catalogue 
the student’s journey of creation, improvement, 
understanding and learning.  

Assessors must judge students’ evidence against 
the assessment criteria to award a grade of Fail or 
Pass: 

> To achieve a Pass, students must achieve all Pass 
assessment criteria. 

Students who submit evidence that fails to meet the 
Pass criteria will be referred. They will then have one 
opportunity to redeem their referral by submitting 
additional evidence within a time frame agreed by 
the centre.

7.2.2 Internal assessment 

The set assignment is internally set and marked 
by the centre and externally moderated by UAL 
Awarding Body. The assignment should require 
students to draw on a range of skills and knowledge 
developed throughout the qualification. Students 
must complete the set assignment at the end of 
their learning programme, once they have passed 
the portfolio of evidence assessments. 

When devising this assignment, centres must 
ensure that they provide appropriate opportunities 
for students to generate the evidence required to 
meet all the assessment outcomes. 

Assessors must judge students’ evidence and 
award grades of Fail or Pass. 

Where a student has been referred, the centre must 
inform the student of the assessment outcome(s) 
they have failed to evidence and ensure that they 
are provided with an opportunity to work towards 
meeting those outcomes within a suitable time 
frame.

UAL Entry Level 3  
Certificate in Performing Arts
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Section 8
Awarding the final grade
—
UAL Entry Level 3 Certificate in 
Performing Arts.
The UAL Entry Level 3 Certificate in Performing Arts 
is awarded a grade of Fail or Pass. 
Centres must assess and award a student’s 
qualification grade using the assessment criteria 
and pass descriptors. 
Students will be awarded one of the following 
grades: 

Pass (P) 

To achieve a Pass grade, students must achieve all 
assessment outcomes to the Pass standard.

Fail (F) 

Students who submit evidence that fails to meet 
the pass standard will be referred. They will then 
have one opportunity to redeem their referral by a 
timeframe agreed by the centre and confirmed by 
UAL Awarding Body.

Students who do not meet all the Pass criteria will 
be referred and will have one opportunity to redeem 
their referral. Referrals that have been successfully 
redeemed will be awarded a Pass. Where possible, 
referrals should be redeemed before external 
moderation. Students who, after being referred, 
are still unable to satisfy all the Pass criteria will be 
awarded a Fail.

The Pass and Fail descriptors are available in 
Section 6 of this specification. 

Distorted Portraits - 
Kobi Guinto © Stefano 
Masse
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Section 9
Quality Assurance
—
9.1 Internal verification 
Internal verification is the process where a centre 
determines that the standards and consistency 
of assessment decisions are comparable across 
assessors and the qualification. 

Centres must have an established internal quality 
assurance framework to ensure that UAL Awarding 
Body approval, quality assurance and contractual 
arrangements are met. It is the responsibility of 
internal verifiers to ensure that assessors’ decisions 
are sampled and monitored to ensure consistency 
and fairness and that assessments set are 
appropriate and at the required level. 

Internal verifiers are also responsible for supporting 
assessors by offering advice and guidance. The 
internal verifier will follow the centre’s own sampling 
strategy in selecting the sample to be internally 
verified and must over time include evidence 
from a full range of work, student achievement 
and decisions made by all staff with assessment 
responsibility.  

It is recognised that different centres use different 
approaches and terminology specific to their 
culture. Centres must ensure their methodologies 
are suitably robust and meet the standards set by 
UAL Awarding Body. UAL Awarding Body reserves 
the right to sample centre internal verification 
information across the qualification. 

9.2 External moderation
External moderation evaluates the validity of centres’ 
assessment decisions of internally assessed and 
verified work. External moderation takes place 
before grades are awarded by UAL Awarding Body. 

External moderation is carried out by external 
moderators who are appointed, trained and 
monitored by UAL Awarding Body. External 
moderators are responsible for ensuring that 
the internal assessment is rigorous and that 
assessment decisions are fair, valid, reliable and 
free from bias. 

UAL Awarding Body’s external moderation is carried 
out at least once a year to ensure that assessments 
decisions are in line with the required standard. 

9.3 Reasonable Adjustments and 
Special Consideration
UAL Awarding Body has published arrangements 
in place for both Reasonable Adjustments and 
Special Consideration to be applied for students 
undertaking its qualifications as required.
Information about Reasonable Adjustments and 
Special Consideration and how to apply for them 
can be found on the Policies and Procedures page 
of the UAL website.
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Section 10
Resources and support 
—
Documents
UAL Awarding Body provides centres with a range 
of resources to help them prepare for and deliver 
our qualifications, including:

Qualification specification
This specification includes details on the 
administration of qualifications and information on all 
the units for the qualification.

Delivery guidance
This document contains some practical information 
to assist centres in the delivery of the qualification.

UAL Awarding Body has policies and procedures 
in place including complaints, exemption and 
recognition of prior learning. For further information 
on these policies please visit:
www.arts.ac.uk/partnerships/ual-awarding-body/
about-us/policies-and-procedures

Delivery resources
These useful resources can be used to plan and 
support delivery. UAL Awarding Body provides the 
following resources:
	> Project proposal template
	> Study skills pack for students
	> Digital portfolio guidance

Centre training
UAL Awarding Body provides a range of training 
and development activities throughout the year to 
support centres in delivering our qualifications. 

These include:
Subject-specific events
UAL Awarding Body holds an annual conference for 
each subject area. The day includes presentations 
from inspiring guest speakers, briefings on changes 
to UAL Awarding Body qualifications and the 
education landscape, sharing good practice and 
networking.

Delivery groups
These events are designed to support newly 
approved centres to commence delivery in the next 
academic year. Centres discuss delivery models 
and review assessment materials for the coming 
year.
Standardisation events
Standardisation events allow centres to discuss and 
agree the national standards for Pass, Merit and 
Distinction grades across qualifications. Attendees 
are invited to look at previously graded, internally 
verified and externally moderated work from a 
centre.
Sharing best practice events
Centres are invited to share their best practice 
around delivery, assessment, portfolios and 
presentation with peers from other institutions.
Newsletter
Invitations to these events, as well as updates from 
UAL Awarding Body and the wider sector, are sent 
through the monthly newsletter. Staff delivering 
the qualification can sign up for the newsletter by 
emailing: comms.awarding@arts.ac.uk.
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Want to find out more?
— 

Contact

UAL Awarding Body  
272 High Holborn  
London  
WC1V 7EY

Tel: 020 7514 9851
ual.awardingbody@arts.ac.uk
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