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London College of Fashion, UAL announces Subcultures: Then and Now, the College’s 

annual theme which launches on Thursday 14 November 2019 with a programme of exciting 

interventions for staff, students and the public. The launch marks the 25th anniversary of 

the seminal V&A exhibition Streetstyle: From Sidewalk to Catwalk (1994) and its subsequent 

influence on the documenting of subcultural fashion.

The opinions presented within are the individuals’ own and are provided to contextualise their 

personal style. They do not reflect the position of the London College of Fashion.



Slashie-style: 
An Introduction

‘Slashie-style’ is a series of portraits of individuals whose 
personal style demonstrates the hybridity and subjective 
meaning of contemporary streetstyle. 

Photographer, director and artist Olivia Rose sourced almost all 
of her subjects through Instagram, which she describes as “an 
amazing casting tool, allowing me to write calls to action on my 
Instagram Story and ask for people to nominate themselves for 
the project or recommend other people. It’s been completely 
essential for the gathering of names and styles.” 

“Grilling them” via direct message about how they would 
label their style, and the contradictions and straightforward 
connections that arose between music and subculture, led Rose 
to shoot Kyle, Roxy, Fusion, Iris and Key Pharaoh. Each subject 
brought a precious item to the shoot, and what follows is the 
interaction between Rose’s camera and their personal style, 
the details of which are captured in a series of conversations. 

slashie-style’: an introduction3

There’s a certain irony to the fact that 

in 1994, the curators of the ‘Streetstyle: 

From Sidewalk to Catwalk’ exhibition 

at the V&A chose to coin the word 

‘Streetstyle’ as the most sellable way to 

promote what was, in essence, a deeply 

fascinating and avant-garde look into 

subcultural style.

25 years on, finding the individual 

with style is still possible but finding 

the group they belong to (whether 

music-centric, politically charged or 

otherwise) seems to have been lost 

along the way. With the rise and rise 

of the internet generation, a wealth 

of information at one’s fingertips and 

the ability to be part of any club at the 

click of a button, subcultures seem to 

have all but disappeared. ‘Streetstyle’ 

as a name, identified by Amy de la 

Haye herself, is the new incantation 

of subcultural style. People are simply 

no longer attached to a way of life 

that informs their look. The meaning 

behind the clearly defined styles of the 

’94 exhibition has been appropriated, 

re-appropriated and diluted in what 

can only be described as a giant melting 

pot of consumer culture.

Fashion is now so disposable, so 

inextricably linked to a consumerist 

society and the deluge of selfies that 

make up Insta-culture that it’s possible 

to look like a Mod on Monday, a New 

Age Hippie on Tuesday and a Surfer 

at the weekend - perhaps the reasons 

behind the dress are as vapid as ‘I can 

therefore I will’, but has all meaning for 

why or what we adorn ourselves with 

been lost? 

We live in a digital and meta style era, 

one that I have dubbed ‘Slashie-style’, 

where people are far more likely to 

label themselves as Grunge/Punk or 

Hip-Hop/Teddy Boy: those who mix it 

up to create new style. Perhaps in 2019 

we can’t judge a person from their look 

as a whole and have to dig a little bit 

deeper to find meaning. Is it within the 

details or accessories? The hidden and 

private adornments? Have subcultural 

styles been passed down from other 

generations? Are the most precious 

items not even worn? Perhaps they 

are kept safe, to commemorate those 

who have passed, kept as memories or 

only brought out on special occasions. 

The question I would like to pose to 

the slashie-style generation is: what is 

the one adornment you couldn’t live 

without?

   Olivia Rose
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Iris: 
Biker/ Basic Bitch

OLIVIA ROSE IN CONVERSATION WITH IRIS LUZ

OR: Tell me your name, age and location?

 IRIS: I’m Iris Luz, I’m 21 and I’m from West London, 

specifically Shepherd’s Bush.

OR: Tell me what you do?

 IRIS: I basically model sometimes, that’s really not a 

career, it’s just for money. I write, present and edit my own 

magazine and radio show on Know Wave. What I do 90% of the 

time is reflect on our history within technology, technological 

advancements and how that’s going to affect us, our culture, 

policies and laws.

OR: How do you think then that technology and social media 

have impacted fashion, specifically fashion and subcultures?

 IRIS: As you were mentioning before about the 

concept of ‘Slash, Slash, Slash’, so whereas before you couldn’t 

really access information about different subcultures, you 

kind of had to dedicate yourself to one thing, and it was kind 

of like a very hardcore idea of authenticity and consistency. 

Whereas now we’ve kind of reached the peak of irony, the idea 

that like there’s so much identity and personality infused into 

what you wear so it can’t be just one thing. I think social media 

has given voices to people and what I always say is that social 

media, selfies, posting pictures that you make, enables people 

to see the plurality of human beings. Not only that but also 

self-evaluate and evolve much quicker than we did in the past 



how they dress. The constant ads targeted at me. So, I see the 

way that I dress, I am on a deeper level being affected by all 

the ads, like, maybe not Fashion Nova but I.AM.GIA and all 

of that. I can see how it can sift into the way I wear. I guess 

they’re also reflections of Biker culture so they take all those 

past references and make a diluted enough version that anyone 

can access. That’s one part of it, and then the other part of it is 

rebellion against targeted ads, me only taking inspiration from 

the most authentic independent thinking people that I know. 

For instance, the top I’m wearing is made by my friend Ruby, 

who’s in a heavy metal band and makes all her own leather 

clothing for people she’s constantly around.  

OR: Going back to the sponsored ads, would you say that you’re 

influenced by the sponsored ads or that the sponsored ads 

come because of how you dress? 

 IRIS: I think it’s a bit of both. It appeals to my ironic 

and constant self-awareness that likes reflecting on targeted 

ads, even though I know they’re targeting me, I’m wearing these 

things because I know that everyone else is wearing them, but 

the way I’m wearing them is like conscious. I know I’m wearing 

it because of these ads and I’m doing it in a post-avant-garde 

kind of way. 

OR: Millennial mainstream? 

 IRIS: Yeah, millennial mainstream. I guess it’s hard 

to say because who really sets the trends in those mainstream 

brands? The only thing I can say is that obviously targeted 

generations. 

OR: How would you describe your style?

 IRIS: I’m not against labels, I just don’t see often where 

I could fit. Like I can see it in classical things but because I’m 

so deeply into that idea of technology, constant advancements 

and plurality, I’m also governing in the ‘Slash, Slash, Slash’. 

What I’ve noticed in the way I like to dress, I like Biker a lot. 

I think that’s a part of what I see in mostly what I have in my 

wardrobe, so I’d say Biker. I’ve also noticed that sometimes I 

use the Basic Bitch silhouettes. So, I’ll go for, like, biker shorts 

(which isn’t related to Biker but has the word biker in it), biker 

shorts, spandex, tight frilly tops. So, like a middle ground 

between extreme authenticity and hardcore-ness of Biker 

mixed with Basic Bitch, which I guess is feeding my constant 

need for irony and depth to everything I wear. Being like ‘Ahhh, 

I’m wearing this to be cool, but not too cool because I get it’s 

only lame people that wear this, but not really, because I am 

lame.’

OR: Like re-appropriating something? 

 IRIS: Yeah, and sort of always ready to make a joke out 

of it on some levels. So I’d say Biker slash Basic Bitch. 

OR: What influences the way you dress yourself? 

 IRIS: What influences what I wear is that mix of 

hyper-mainstream, so people like Kim Kardashian and the 

Kardashians, and the way they influence tonnes of people and 
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ads are built on algorithms of things that you’re consuming. 

Technically you’re the one dictating to them what you like and 

they’re showing you what you want. 

OR: How do you shop for things? Internet? Go out?

 IRIS: I wouldn’t say I’m the queen of sustainability but 

within clothes I’m very adamant that H&M and Forever 21 and 

all of those companies have to, like, die. I’d rather at least buy 

it online so they don’t have these massive infrastructures that 

take up space and waste so much. I’m adamant on buying things 

that have a lot of identity and history about them, so second 

hand clothing or stuff from very independent designers, again 

buying it through very organic ways, like, buying it through 

DM from the designer on Instagram. That’s how I source my 

clothing because I can’t really afford anything else. Even buying 

from H&M is too expensive for what it is, so the only thing I 

can deem affordable is buying designer for second hand prices.

OR: Do your friends dress in the same way as you?

 IRIS: Apart from one person, I don’t really have a 

close friend or group of friends. I have tonnes of groups that 

sometimes overlap, but genuinely they’re very distinct and 

different. So, I have like a group of friends who’re all musicians 

and they’re, like, very smart, so they wear stuff that’s Normcore 

and again very aware of how Normy or normal they look, but 

they do it knowing that they know this means something more. 

Then I have other friends who buy stuff from Brandy Melville, 

so buy from an emerging designer because they just want to 

look as good as they want to look but still have an interesting 

eye for fashion. Then I have friends like Ruby who’re extremely 

authentic and dedicated to crafting a wardrobe with pillars of 

authenticity rather than any sort of targeted branding. They 

still buy into brands, but they buy within a very emotional 

framework, differently to how other people would.

OR: You spoke a lot about the way you dress yourself consciously 

with the idea in your head that you’re changing the meaning to 

something. Do you think other people, when you walk down 

the street, see that in the way that you dress? 

 IRIS: Going back to Instagram and everything being 

targeted to an audience that already want to be around you, 

and understand you, people don’t really dress for people 

outside because they know that they have a following of people 

that deeply understand what kind of statement they’re trying 

to make. I think the way that I dress is quite minimal, it’s not 

that out there, so I think people would think I dress quite sexy, 

just normal sexy. I’m not really looking for much more than 

that. 

OR: I think it’s interesting, there was almost a bit that you 

didn’t say which was, ‘I don’t care what people think of what 

I’m wearing’. 

 IRIS: But I don’t think that’s true. I want to not care 

but how come I’m buying things because I crave authenticity? 

Like, I can’t deny that I care about clothing. Even when people 

are dismissing fashion as like a very trivial, dumb thing, like, 
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couldn’t bear to lose.

 IRIS: A lot of my items are precious because I invest all 

that time. I buy little but I buy well. I think the most important 

parts of me are within the jewellery because I’ve set myself up 

that I can only wear jewellery that’s gifted from my family. 

Because I don’t see my grandparents a lot, I wear this pendant 

that was gifted from my aunty. When my grandma was born, 

my great grandma got, as a gift, this pendant from an aunt 

in the family. It’s a crying baby and a laughing baby. There’s 

three other women in our family that also have a pendant, so 

I feel it’s like a deeply meaningful and outside of any of the 

frameworks of self-evaluation, what this pendant means to me. 

It’s very clearly about femininity, very clearly about the bond 

with my grandma, my great grandma and my mum. So, this is 

the most important piece to me.

OR: Are you going to pass it on to someone? 

 IRIS: I guess I’ll give it to my daughter. If it’s my son, 

I’ll be like ‘you’re probably going to lose this at Wireless Festival 

or something.’ *laughter* I only got this like a year ago, I was 

rummaging through my grandma’s old stuff and she was like, ‘If 

I give you this, you can’t lose it, it’s the most important thing in 

the world!’, so if I gave it to someone it would have to be when 

they’re old enough to take proper care of it.

OR: Can you tell me about your teeth earrings?

 IRIS: My teeth earrings were a gift from my family, 

specifically my grandma. In Portugal, there’s a tradition 

that you are wearing those JD Sports tracksuit bottoms is a 

conscious, somewhat post-modern effort for you to reflect on 

how trivial fashion is, you’re saying ‘I don’t care’ with those 

bottoms. 

OR: Do your parents have style?

 IRIS: Everyone’s got style, I’m not a hater. My dad loves 

Camper and Paul Smith, and, like, funky patterns– I’ll let him 

have his thing, it’s very jazzy-funky. Then my mum, she’s plus-

size, again I’m not really into the way she dresses but she makes 

me think in a deeper way about how we dress and the dysphoria 

someone can feel in wanting to express an identity and not 

being able to because of their size. So, seeing her struggle to try 

and show this identity (that for so long she was able to express 

because she was smaller) makes me reflect in deeper ways on 

how fashion infrastructures appeal to bigger people or smaller 

people and can weigh in on someone’s personality and self-

reflection. 

OR: Where does the name Luz come from?

 IRIS: I was born and raised in London, my dad is from 

Paris and my mum is from Setúbal, a city outside of Lisbon, 

Portugal. I’ve lived half of my life in London till I was 12, then I 

moved to Lisbon until I was 18 and went to French school. Then 

I moved to Holland for four years and came back to London to 

live. So, quite European.

OR: Tell me about your precious item, the item that you 
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with grandparents where they keep the baby teeth of their 

grandchildren, because it transmits the good energy and helps 

you protect grandchildren, just like those ideas. I thought it 

was super interesting. I remember, all my life when I’d go to 

Portugal, during the summer, I’d see people wearing these teeth 

earrings. So I asked my grandma to get some made and she 

went to her local jewellers (because it’s only local jewellers that 

make them) in her local village where they all live. It appeals to 

a deeply compassionate love for my family.  

OR: And they’re your own teeth…

 IRIS: Yeah, I wear it also because I was like ‘that looks 

so cool, I want it!’ but having her getting it made for me… you 

know. 
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Kyle: 
90’s Hip Hop/ UK Skater

OLIVIA ROSE IN CONVERSATION WITH KYLE KIRK

OR: I don’t know if you’re following politics, but it’s fucked at 

the moment!

 KK: Honestly, I hate living here you know. Just in 

Babylon in general.1  I hate living here, I can’t, I need to go back 

to the homeland, literally.

OR: We’re better off here than in the States, so… where’s the 

homeland? 

 KK: Africa! 

OR: Where in Africa?

 KK: Tanzania.

OR: So, what’s your heritage then?

 KK: British, Scottish and African. Well, my dad’s mixed 

race so I’m quarter, do you know what I mean?! So I’m semi 

quite dark; I’d say that when you’re quarter, normally you’re 

quite light with bluer eyes, do you know what I mean?! Still 

with curly hair but blonde, do you know what I mean? Yeah, 

I’ve never been there, and we don’t have any family from there 

either. My dad doesn’t have a lot of family, innit, so it’s one of 

those places that I need to go, I need to touch. That’s my place. 

Home.

OR: Roots? 

 KK: Exactly!

1

‘Babylon’ is a word that 

derives from Rasta culture, 

referring to a system, the 

state and/or the police, 

especially when their power is 

authoritarian or corrupt. 
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my opportunity to depart and try do something else. Really, I’d 

like to move down to London, that’s the main thing.

OR: What’s the goal, what do you want to do?

 KK: What I want to do is buy my mumzy a house, 

my grandma a house and my dad a house. As long as they’re 

calm, honestly that’s the only thing that matters to me. That’s 

the main important thing is that. I couldn’t give a fuck about 

anything else. As soon as I do that, that’s… it means a lot. I 

need to do that because they need it. Man ah from the ends, 

literally from the ends, from a shit city and no one else I going 

to put them on. I’m the only man in the family, or boy anyway, 

everyone else is a lot older.

OR: How many siblings have you got?

 KK: Two cousins, two little sisters. They’re all around 

the same age. My oldest sister is 15 and the other is 12. Then, my 

oldest cousin is 16 and the other’s 13.

OR: So, you’re the only man about the family?

 KK: Yeah, exactly! 

OR: How would you describe your style?

 KK: It’s hard still because as we were speaking before 

about that slashie slashie thing. I feel like I come under/

embrace a lot of subcultures and put it all together. I kind of 

mix it all up. As you were saying, one day I might want to rock 

this and one day I might want to dress this way. When my dad 

OR: Well, you just have to do it by yourself. You just go to have 

the experience for yourself. 

OR: Your age?

 KK: 22 years old.

OR: Where are you from, Kyle?

 KK: I’m from Nottingham.

OR: Have you always lived in Nottingham?

 KK: Yes, I have. 

OR: Born and bred.

 KK: Born and bred, Notts! 0115, ya get meh?!2  Shit 

hole! That’s what it is. Set me free!

OR: Have you got a nickname?

 KK: My bredrins call me Kenshin.

OR: Hence the Instagram name? What’s Kenshin about?

 KK: One of my favourite anime’s is called Rurouni 

Kenshin. It’s just sick. Kenshin were a samurai, it means a lot 

of things; it’s like I kiss my own arse, but I’m humble and bare 

other little things and my bredrins say that I’m like that.  

OR: What do you do?

 KK: At the moment I’m not working. I was working at 

Size but they ended up closing the store and I thought that was 

kyle: 90’s hip hop/ uk skatersubcultures: now subcultures: now 

2

Area code for Nottingham.
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was meant for me.3  It was my size exactly: XXL jackets, 34 waist 

and 34 leg. Perfectly my size. Out of all the sizes he could get 

as well, out of everything he could of bought, it was perfectly 

mine. It’s crazy. 

OR: Especially as you’re quite a specific size and a tall guy.

 KK: Exactly, I’m 6ft6 and bear in mind he’s 5ft5. It was 

truly a blessing.

OR: In a more general sense, what does one wear if they want 

to look like they stepped out of ’96?

 KK: Whatever your waist size is, you need to go up 

like 5 times the waist size, so really I’m probably a 30 or 32, but 

I wear a 40, 38 or 36 denim all the time. No slim fit, no taper, 

straight leg all the time. Even in the 90’s, and within that hip-

hop culture era, there were so many different styles. It’s hard to 

say, like, garms-wise, like Avirex, Karl Kani, FUBU, Sean John, 

there’s too many. 

OR: Where do you find that stuff?

 KK: Online, really. In store you’re not… well, to be fair, 

that Avirex jacket that I’ve got, I got that in a charity shop for 

£10 and it’s a reversible ting. I’ve got, like, an Adidas tracksuit 

two-piece, it’s from 2006 from the adicolor range and there 

was only like 2000 of them made and they chose five colours 

and they did a drop of each colour. When I used to work at Size 

some old stock got sent through and I ended up buying it up for 

super cheap. It was like £30 for a £150 tracksuit back then.

brought me up all he would listen to was 90’s hip-hop, all his 

old pictures in the garms when he was getting his hair braided 

and shit like, he’d always play that around me and I’d be rapping 

Wu Tang lyrics when I was like 6 years old, if not younger. I 

really embodied that. That whole culture, especially New York 

and that scene, it’s sick.

OR: So, when you were younger is that what you wanted to 

grow up to be? Was dad cool to you?

 KK: He rah was! He rah was! I know if I had to stick 

to one style, I’d only ever want to stick to 90’s garms, I dunno, 

it’s weird. If I could step out my yard everyday looking like I’m 

from ’96, that’s a blessing. From Paid In Full, Boyz In Da Hood, 

Menace To Society and Belly, all them films are, like, hard!

OR: What do you think are the essential items or clothing if 

you wanted to step out your yard looking like you were from 

’96?

 KK: What I’ve got? I’ve got this Karl Kani two piece. My 

stepdad has family in America and back in the day he used to go 

there and buy garms and sell them. They live in an area called 

Hyson Green and there’s like a little market near the Asda, all 

different cultures used to come together and sell certain things 

there and he used to just rinse loads of real garms out there 

and made quite a bit of money to be fair. He’s had a black bag 

in the attic for almost 12-15 years, when I first met him he was 

like ‘Yo, I got a black bag of clothes for you, I know you’ll like 

‘em’. I was just backing out garms and I seen that and I knew it 
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‘Backing out garms’ means 

pulling the clothes out of 

a bag. 
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can switch it up with my colours and my style. That’s literally 

how I do everything. I see how someone else dresses and I 

know I can make it look better or I think, ‘let me spin that in 

my style’. 

OR: How do your friends dress?

 KK: Out of all my friends I fucks with 90’s garms a 

lot more than other people. A lot of my friends are mainly 

streetwear, it’s hard to label my bredrin under a subheading 

because they switch it up each day. Some days they look sick, 

some days they don’t. *laughter*

OR: Do you think you’re identifiable by your style? 

 KK: I think they would say I’d fuck with that. Today I 

got the Wu Tang on, the Tommy’s on, 40” waist swinging off 

me, I’ve got the Avirex as well, so everything is just super loose. 

Baggy isn’t a big ting anymore, like extra baggy anyway, loose 

fit is, a lot is like slim or a taper fit.

OR: Tell me about your precious item, the item that you 

couldn’t bear to lose.

 KK: It’s probably this Wu Tang jersey and that Karl 

Kani two-piece. My grandma gave me the Wu Tang jersey and 

she doesn’t even like… like, she doesn’t have a clue about rap 

music but she’s had this jersey since I was young, young. To be 

honest, I don’t even think it’s real, there was loads of fakes them 

times but the badge has been taken out so I’m not even too sure. 

When I got older she gave it to me. The Karl Kani two-piece 

OR: Do you ever go out and actively look for clothes in vintage 

shops? 

 KK: 100%. I only shop at vintage shops, I won’t shop 

anywhere else. I don’t like paying them prices anyway. I always 

find a bargain! There’s a Barnados near me and it’s blessed me 

with so many items like Valentino, Christian Dior, and they’re 

some old sick garms.

OR: When you’re shopping online, where do you go?

 KK: Ebay, Depop, there’s a couple vintage resellers like 

Garm Shack. America’s the place, if you go to the charity shops, 

that’s 100% the place. There’s a couple YouTubers I watch and 

them man will literally go in there and there’s rails and rails 

of Tommy, like super rare old school shit for like $5. These 

man are coming out with over $1000’s worth for $100 and then 

selling it on and making a killing. That’s why I need to go out 

there!

OR: What influences the way you dress?

 KK: I dunno, it was just coming up and listening to 

90’s rap music. Movies like Paid In Full. I’m a visual person so 

when I see something like that I really take it on; especially as a 

youte, I really took it on. So, like, even the brands, I remember 

going through it and pausing on set things to try and find that 

same shirt, or try and find that same fit. Looking how that item 

fits my man, like look at the silhouette he’s got and try and 

recreate it. Not that it has to be the same garms exactly, but I 



because that was a blessing, both of them are just a blessing 

man. It means so much, Wu Tang was my dad’s favourite rap 

group and ODB was his favourite rapper. They were some of 

the flyest n*ggas, no gas, them man were the flyest: Raekwon, 

Ghostface they were fly, super fly! So coming up seeing them 

man, *touches jersey* this means everything. I’m wearing it on 

my heart like it’s connected to me or something.

OR: So that jersey actually belonged to your grandma? 

 KK: Yeah! I don’t know where she got it from. I think 

my dad left it at their house or something like that…

OR:  Sometimes that’s what happens with clothes. I always 

think, like, they have lives. It’s like jewellery: if you buy a piece 

of vintage jewellery, for example, that’s lived on someone’s 

hand for their life. I think it’s the same with clothes. The 

jumper that you leave at a friend’s house, they adopt, and they 

love it more than you ever loved it so you can’t ask for it back. 

It becomes their jumper and the same with this, it’s nice that 

it’s passed on to you. 

 KK: That’s the thing with vintage garms, someone else 

rocked that, it’s from that time period and it’s still quite fresh 

and now I’m rocking it. 

OR: Do you feel you put a 2019 spin on things? 

 KK: I would definitely say I put a spin on it because 

we’re living in these times and I still love everything that’s 

coming out now. Sometimes I step out and I’m in a slimmer 

denim or some jeans that fit a bit better, I’m looking down like 

‘Yo, they’re not loose enough man, they’re not sitting over my 

trainer!’ I do feel connected to that a bit more so. To be fair 

early 2000s, Pharrell and Ice Cream, that was a really big part 

to me as well. Skate culture as well, man used to skate a lot, 

not anymore, it’s still a big thing to me but I just don’t skate as 

much as I used to. 

OR: Maybe that’s what your slash is then? More than UK 

streetwear it’s skater?

 KK: To be fair, it more time is. To be that is the 

epitome of streetwear, and that time period there was strictly 

streetwear because it was from the streets and made for the 

streets. Same with skates, man ah skating around on the street. 

It was made for that. 

OR: Your hair, is that a conscious thing? Is that a part of your 

style?

 KK: 100% as a youte I always wanted an Afro but I’m 

mixed init, so I didn’t have tight, tight curls. I’ve always really 

embraced my culture, I’ve really took on that side, it was weird 

to me that people didn’t want to go out with a certain person 

because they’re that race. Especially as a youte that was a big 

thing. 

Anyway… my hair man, it’s a spiritual ting as well. It’s 100% a 

spiritual ting. As I’ve grown my hair I just feel more connected 

to this earth, it’s weird. In Native American culture so many 
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old tribes used to grow their hair… one of the main reasons, it’s 

a bit of a conspiracy theory around World War II and Hitler, 

there was like a group of mediums and it was called Vril Society 

and these three woman would grow their hair, extra-long, till 

it was down to their ankles and they said that was to reach a 

vibrational frequency through their hair, or they can connect 

with things through their hair.4 When I saw that, obviously it 

could be fake as fuck, but I felt connected to that. I feel more 

rooted. I don’t know what it is. Plus, with my curls, I don’t 

think anyone’s got long curls like this, so I want them. I want 

them as long as I possibly can get it.

OR: How long you been growing your hair?

 KK: Seven years. I know, it’s a commitment! To be fair 

I used to fuck it up because I used to brush it out a lot, again 

wanting that Afro hair. I sort would brush it out and hope 

it would stay that way. That used to fuck it up, and using a 

hairdryer. Now I only comb through it when I wash it or when 

I condition it and put some coconut oil in after and leave it for 

a couple days.

OR: Lastly shoes…

 KK: Timbs are super hard, especially some old mid 

boot. Also, like Air Force 1’s that I have over there, old school 

crep, I’ve got some Air Max 93’s from back in the day.5  I really 

fuck with old creps as well I’ve got some Nike Trog from 96, 

one of the early skate shoes that they made before SBs. I’ve got 

like these other ACG mid boots that are from back in the day, 

they’re like a leather Nike boot with the Nike logo em-bossed 

on the side. They’re super sick.

OR: You’re keeping it true, down to the shoe.
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OLIVIA ROSE IN CONVERSATION WITH FUSION

OR: What’s your name?

 FU: Quincy

OR: Quincy Jones?

 FU: *laughs* I wish.

OR: Quincy aka Fusion.

 FU: Quincy Oyenuga aka Fusion.

OR: How old are you?

 FU: 24.

OR: Where were you brought up? 

 FU: East London, Newham and Essex. 

OR: Essex? Is that why you’re such an Essex girl?

 FU: Essex girl?

OR: With your white dresses and your little white heels.

 FU: *laughs* Stop it! You’ve never seen me in heels 

before.

OR: Where did the name Fusion come from? 

 FU: The name Fusion came from my head, my brain. 

It was something that stuck with me since secondary school. I 

used to be called Swifty, then I was Lethal Kid, then Lethal Kid 

Fusion: 
Road Man/ Grime

fusion: road man/ grime
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was a bit too violent, so Fusion was a bit more for the world.

OR: What do you do?

 FU: I’m a musician; I’m an artist slash businessman, 

entrepreneur.  

OR: What kind of music do you make? 

 FU: It stems from grime but I don’t like to box myself 

in. I make anything that sounds good. So, generally rap.

OR: How would you describe your style?

 FU: I wouldn’t compare it to anyone. Very unique. 

Very just Fusion man.

OR: What genre would you say you fell into?

 FU: I’m everything, all in one. That’s why I have an all 

in one boiler suit because I’m an all in one character. 

OR: I’ve never seen you in a checked suit, for example, so in 

that sense what kind of clothes do you wear?

 FU: I feel comfy in a boiler suit, tracksuits. Recently 

I’ve been dabbling into jeans and stuff. Obviously, I’m getting 

a bit older and I don’t think females find boiler suits and 

tracksuits attractive. 

OR: I disagree. 

 FU: Nah man, you have to switch it up sometimes. You 

can’t just have that one look. When I wear jeans it’s all good.

OR: Tracksuits are quite an interesting item, because a lot 

of people would only put on a tracksuit to go to the gym, for 

example, so what does the tracksuit mean to you?

 FU: It’s comfortability, very easy and it’s just a way of 

living, it’s a way of life. When you’re in a tracksuit you feel like 

you can do anything. You’re not restricted, you can move, it’s 

very quick so you don’t have to iron them like jeans. 

OR: Do your friends dress in a similar way to you?

 FU: No, I have friends that dress in different ways, I 

have friends that like to wear designer clothes. I don’t like to 

wear designer clothes. I have friends who like to wear Gucci 

and Louis and shit. Then I have friends who like to wear plain 

clothes. I’m just a normal guy, I just like to keep it really simple.

OR: What do you think are essential items for your style? 

 FU: My necklace always stays around my neck, that 

never comes off, I do love a hat sometimes, but apparently I 

look better without my hat. I like a woolly hat. I love the [Nike] 

Air Forces and a shotta bag always stays on me as well because I 

hate to leave the house without a charger, that’s very annoying, 

so I need a bag to put all my accessories in.

OR: Do you think people can identify who you are by how you 

dress?

 FU: Definitely, in the music industry or in the arts 

industry. 100% yeah. Even when I’m stepping out and I feel that 
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type of way I definitely have eyes on me, ‘like yeah he’s looking 

a bit different from usual’, you feel me?

OR: Do you ever feel like the tracksuit and side bag is 

misinterpreted by people?

 FU: Yes, to an extent because you expect a young black 

man in a tracksuit to be straight on violence, on crud you feel 

me? This is how we are; this is how we grew up, this is our style, 

this is London. 

OR: Do you think that you would dress the way you dress if you 

had grown up in a different part of London? 

 FU: I really can’t say because I haven’t. This is just 

me. If I had grown up in another part of London I don’t know 

who’d I’d be, I don’t know how I’d be or how I’d talk. This is just 

me, this is my style. Like I said, I like to do different things, 

like, I’m not just a tracksuit guy. You won’t see a lot of guys 

from Newham wearing boiler suits and shit and be feeling 

comfortable. I can do that and feel comfortable and be myself. 

It has influenced my style because this is the borough and the 

people I’m representing so when I’m getting dressed up this is 

automatically in my style and steeze. 

OR: So why do you think there would be kids in Newham that 

wouldn’t feel comfortable wearing a boiler suit or stepping into 

the fashion lane? 

 FU: I think some are quite ignorant and closed-

minded, so they might see it as not cool but I don’t give a shit, 

I just do what I do and how I do it.

OR: In ‘ends’, is it like a status thing, if you’re in a fresh tracksuit 

and new creps that means something different?1  What makes a 

tracksuit stylish as opposed to just a tracksuit?

 FU: You! It’s not the tracksuit, it’s you, it’s how your 

wear it and how you walk in it. Anyone can wear a tracksuit 

but it’s about you, it’s about your personality, your steeze, your 

style and the little things you add to it; the side bag, the creps 

or the hat you’re wearing with it. All the accessories matter.

OR: So, in a way that identifies your social status? 

 FU: To an extent, yeah. 

OR: So, for example, if you saw someone wearing a dirty 

tracksuit, what does that say about them?

 FU: That you need to pattern up or you’re on the 

grizzle, on the grind. One of the two, you feel me? Some people 

are on their grind and don’t give a shit what they’re wearing. 

When I was on my grind, I’m sure you saw me in the same 

tracksuit a few times, I don’t give a shit. This is my hustle area, 

and this is where I make my dough, so it depends what the 

situation is.

OR: Is the fit important to you?

 FU: I like it fitted, I don’t like it too slim or too baggy. 

I’m kinda tall, I’m 6ft 2 / 3, I like it to look very well fitting. 

Anything else would look too weird.
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1

‘Ends’ is where you live (can 

be applied to any area).



32 33

OR: Take rap for example, US rappers, even though they might 

also wear a tracksuit they look very different to the UK scene. 

Do you think there’s anything specifically important to the UK 

scene style that makes it really UK?

 FU: I don’t even know, the US style is completely 

different to the UK style. They like all that baggy shit, and the 

Timberlands, and all them oversized T-shirts. It’s very different. 

I guess it also comes back to how you wear it, and your attitude 

behind the clothes means just as much as the clothes on you.

OR: Do you think your parents influenced your style?

 FU: Yeah man, my Dad especially, he was a hustler. 

He’d wear his tracksuit and hoodie, 100%, and his Reebok 

Classics. 

OR: Do you think there’s a generational thing to the tracksuit? 

Like you just said Reebok Classics, some people wear those 

ironically now, but it wouldn’t be seen as a cool trainer now. 

So, what do you think is the now cool trainer?

 FU: I think Air Forces are always going to be the No. 1 

cool trainer. To me, I love Air Max 95s, I’m a ’95 baby so the 95s 

are my steeze. 

OR: I asked you to bring an item that was precious to you and 

you brought CDs, which I thought was really interesting. 

 FU: Music has changed my life. Music gave me 

something to believe in and something to make me a man. 

Music has really helped me. I remember I was in a car on 

Prince Regent, I was like 7 years old when I first heard Dizzee 

Rascal’s ‘I Luv U’ and I was like, ‘Mum, what is this?’ and she 

didn’t even know. She’s from Nigeria so she wasn’t into the UK 

music. I saw the video on the TV and I was like, ‘Rah, there’s 

actually someone, the mandem, that’s representing and he’s 

doing something big…’ Them times back then we had cable, 

remember cable? Before Sky? And I saw the video on MTV so 

I was like, ‘Yeah! This is happening in the UK!’ That’s when 

I tapped into the energy, found out about other artists and 

started doing my thing.

OR: Did that give you something to aspire to?

 FU: Yeah, 100%. 

OR: Artists like that, in a way, pioneered the ‘street / hood’ 

look?

 FU: Yeah, definitely. They were the face of it.

OR: If you think back, they would have been some of the first 

people to go to an awards ceremony in a tracksuit, for example. 

I’m sure you’ve done that in your time…

 FU: Yeah, I have.

OR: That’s a choice you’re making, so what does that choice 

mean to you: wearing a tracksuit instead of a suit suit to an 

awards ceremony?

 FU: It’s good to just be able to get up there and be 
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able to be yourself, and not have to fit into the box that they’re 

trying to put you in. It’s good to just be you. Comfortability 

first. 

OR: So, in a traditional business world, the sharper the suit the 

more ‘made’ the man. In the music world or East London, or 

the world you come from, what items or things can you wear to 

show that you’ve ‘made’ it?

 FU: I guess a fat pendant *laughs* on top of the 

tracksuit, but I don’t think I’m that guy and I don’t really like 

flashy jewellery. I might wear a couple necklaces, I might get a 

grill or a ring, but I don’t really want to get chains and shit. I’m 

trying to use my money for houses and shit, when I get to that 

level. Obviously if you see a guy in a tracksuit with a pendant 

of his initials (or something) you might think that guy’s really 

mashing and making his money, you feel me? Sometimes it’s 

not that as well, it’s a deception. The man with all the jewellery 

could also be broke as fuck. 

OR: Because they’ve spent it all on the jewellery.

 FU: You know what I’m saying…

OR: How do you shop? How do you buy your clothes? 

 FU: It’s very random, I could just be somewhere… 

I don’t really go out and go shopping, I could be passing by 

somewhere and be like, ‘ahh, I like that!’ and recently I’ve been 

getting quite a lot of care packages, I’m kind of cool with that 

as well *laughs* 

OR: The free drip! 

 FU: *laughs*

OR: Do you shop online?

 FU: Not really. I might look online to see what’s going 

on, but I don’t really shop online. 

OR: Do your friends shop online?

 FU: Depends… I like to be there in the shop. If I buy 

something online and it’s not the right size or fitting, I hate 

having to do the whole process of a refund–it’s all long man.

OR: When I asked you to bring a sentimental clothing item 

and you didn’t, does that mean you’re not sentimental about 

clothes?

 FU: I do love clothes, but I don’t really like to spend 

ridiculous amounts of money on clothes because there’s only so 

many times you’re going to wear it. I have got some old school 

trainers but it’s most likely I’ll pass them down to my little 

brother anyway, as they’re growing up and they can fit in my 

stuff. I’m not too sentimental. There’s always going to be a next 

style or next something that’s coming out that I’ll feel… 

OR: So instead of hanging on to something new, push it 

forward.

 FU: Exactly. 
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OR: I mean I guess the word for that is ‘hand-me-down’ but that 

sounds a bit shit, but actually it’s like passing clothes through 

generations. Do you have anything of your Dad’s or anything 

that’s been passed down to you from your family? 

 FU: My necklace, that always stays on me. That was 

passed down from my Dad. My necklace and my barbershop… 

*laughs*

OR: Would you be sad if you lost your necklace?

 FU: I’m never going to lose my necklace! I’d feel a bit 

naked and I’d have to find something to replace it.
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Ki Pharaoh: 
Black/ White

OLIVIA ROSE IN CONVERSATION WITH KI PHARAOH

OR: What’s your name and age?

 KI: I go by Ki Pharaoh. 

OR: What’s your age? 

 KI: 30, mad! *laughs* I want to be a granddad, ASAP!

OR: Where were you brought up?

 KI: Technically Plaistow, but I always say Canning 

Town because that’s where I get off [on the tube]. Also, because 

I like saying ‘Canning Town’ because it feels more genuine to 

me. 

OR: What do you do?

 KI: Commercial music photography is my day job and 

my night job is production, song writing, DJ-ing and I throw 

parties. I got a good life; I have a really great life and I don’t 

appreciate it enough.

OR: When does sleep come into this? 

 KI: Whenever you can.

OR: How would you describe your style?

 KI: I don’t think I have one. I think everyone else 

thinks I have one. I think everyone likes to believe I have a 

specific thing. I couldn’t describe it as a style, it’s me, it’s my 

second skin – as corny as that is. Everything that I wear is for 
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myself, for that particular day and that particular emotion. 

If I feel like wearing all black corduroy, I’m going to wear all 

black corduroy. And I like corduroy; I hated it as a child, like, 

‘why are you making me where this weird texture in random 

colours?’ Black/ White. Simple. Wake up, chuck on. It’s like easy 

access to my emotions. The reason I stopped wearing colour is 

because I couldn’t think straight looking at colour. If something 

wasn’t matching exactly then I’d get pissed off. I didn’t want my 

clothes to rule my emotions, I wanted my emotions to inform 

my clothing. You kind of flip it.

OR: So, do you think you’re kind of OCD then?

 KI: Definitely. It’s hard to say it’s OCD because it’s a 

medical term but I’m very particular about everything that I 

own, everything that I wear and everything that I say. I’m very 

considerate and quite quiet because I’m actually thinking about 

what I’m saying, instead of just blurting out random shit. I also 

don’t speak on things that I don’t know about, so sometimes it 

may seem like I’m being quite anti or whatever, but if I don’t 

know about it I won’t chat about it. I don’t enjoy chatting shit. 

Some people do love chatting shit and it’s cool, like, chat your 

shit but don’t pretend it’s not shit.

OR: Historically styles have been informed by subcultures. Do 

you think any of that applies to you?

 KI: Yes, definitely but not consciously. My parents are 

punks, so being raised by punks and then only knowing that, you 

have access to everything. Which can be quite overwhelming 

if you know that as a child, because most children are quite 

ignorant, rightfully so, because you’re learning, but I was like, 

‘I’m being taught so much that I don’t even know what to do 

with this information. I don’t know how to process it’. I was 

wild, very wild and very active, non-stop, and it’s great but I 

wonder what kind of person I would be now if I was just a very 

calm child. 

OR: Like the son of someone who just wore a teacher’s skirt or 

something?

 KI: Yeah.

OR: Do you think you’ve inherited some of your style?

 KI: My mum — I hate when she does it but — she tells 

me how much I look like my dad when he was my age. But I 

haven’t seen any pictures of my dad when he was my age, I’ve 

only seen pictures of when he was younger. I think my family 

is the reason why I wear silver only, and that was the beginning 

of the colourless thing.   

OR: Why silver only? 

 KI: Because it’s the closest you can get to grey and I 

wouldn’t want to wear black jewellery, which I think is quite 

gothic and that’s not something I’m about. I don’t belong to a 

particular group and I never have. So, whenever I find someone 

that seems quite similar, or I feel like we can be like really great 

mates, it’s even more special to me. Everyone wants to find 

their tribe and belong to one but when you’re alone and you’re 
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still on the hunt, passively it happens, it’s nice.

OR: What are the essential items for your style?

 KI: They would need my brain *laughs* I just have to 

feel that I’m comfortable in what I’m wearing, so that tends to 

be looser clothing, considered cuts, tailored fits. If it’s going 

to be baggy, it’s got to be baggy for a reason and it still has to 

sit well on my shoulders. I tend to tie up most of my trousers, 

because I like to see the shape of a leg. When it comes to style 

in particular all we want to see is an exaggerated version of 

yourself. 

OR: Like a silhouette?

 KI: Yeah but we don’t want yourself covered up. We 

want to see your curves, we want to see how your leg goes down 

to your ankle. I don’t understand a completely straight leg 

because that’s not how legs look, and it can’t be comfortable to 

walk in that sort of thing. I never wear denim for that reason, 

because it’s just not comfortable. If you’re going to line it with 

some silk, then fine, but I want to be comfortable as possible, 

at all times, and a bit of silver.

OR: Where do you shop and how do you shop?

 KI: I get a lot of clothes from friends that are designers. 

Like, I’ll buy directly from them, I get things custom made, I 

get a lot of women’s clothing that’s oversized. I think women 

have access to a lot of different materials and men just don’t, 

in general shopping. If I got a pair of silk trousers, I pick them 

up from Zara in women’s, you won’t [see] those same ones, the 

same cut, with a really interesting pattern, in men’s. If you do 

see it in men’s it will cost three times as much because they 

know they can only make a certain amount because most men 

aren’t considered too…*thinks* they may not want to go down 

that road. I get it, but it’s just a shame.  

OR: Do you think you’re identifiable by your style?

 KI: I think people that see me would be completely 

confused because I have so many visual — like if you see me, 

I’ve got a beanie on, you think hipster, but then the beanie is 

tilted to the side, old school hip-hop; but now he’s wearing a 

beautifully cut suit: ‘is this guy in fashion?’ — ‘Yeah maybe he 

is, let me chat to him’ — ‘actually he’s not at all’ *laughs* I’ve 

got a chain around my neck that cost £2 from the carpenters, 

or whatever it’s called, but that’s something that gets looked at 

the most. If you knew the context of this chain, you wouldn’t 

still think it was important, [so] it’s completely rebellious but 

not as a statement. I think I like to spread knowledge by what 

I wear without it being completely in your face. You’ll see it, 

you’ll be like, ‘oh, it’s that’ and then I can tell you what it’s 

really about, instead of the idea that I have a massive chain 

around my neck that you probably think is expensive: it cost 

me £2 and I’ll tell you where to get it. You wanna’ wear the 

chain? Wear the chain, ‘cos I don’t care about chains. I don’t 

care about wearing jewellery, I care what that jewellery means 

to me, it’s a very different thing. The five rings that I wear, well 

six technically, they all have their own individual stories that 
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mean the world to me. Same with the bangles, the bangles I got 

from my parents on important birthdays, and that connect me 

back to my Caribbean roots. I’m Jamaican and Dominican and 

I have to represent that every day, the same way I do with my 

hair. I think some people see me and they’re confused but they 

like it. 

OR: Do you feel like your friends dress in a similar way to you?

 KI: No, they really don’t. Except for Reece, who’s like 

my best friend. I’ve literally known him my entire life because 

our mums were best friends. Over the years, for whatever 

reasons, our mums grew apart, but Reece and I met again in 

secondary school and immediately we’ve been brothers ever 

since. People say we dress similar; we really don’t, it’s just very 

clear that we have our own individual styles and, as a result, 

we look a part of a stylist clan. We’re like, ‘nah, we’re just being 

ourselves.’ There’s nothing I wear that Reece could wear and 

there’s nothing Reece wears that I could wear, it’s just not how 

it works. That’s my guy!

OR: Tell me more about your bangles.

 KI: So, these are: 15th, 18th and 21st birthdays *points 

to each bangle* I don’t think they actually mean anything 

super-deep; it’s just my family. Most people in my family, on 

the Jamaican side especially, we have these on our arms. I don’t 

know why it’s always the left as well, it’s so strange. It’s like left 

arm, silver bangles, I don’t know what it expresses…

OR: I suppose in a way that identifies that you belong to that 

family.

 KI: Yeah, yeah. But when I go back to Jamaica it’s not 

like that’s everywhere. If anyone’s wearing jewellery, it’s gold. 

That’s something that I need to really look into because I have 

no idea. It has deep meaning for me, but I don’t even know what 

that meaning is. I just know I feel wrong without them. I guess 

I would then feel clan-less, like I’m not a part of anything and 

this thing was started for me, probably, like second generation. 

It’s mad.

OR: So, you said your parents are punks. Do they still have 

style?

 KI: My dad definitely doesn’t but I haven’t seen him in 

a few years and my mum is pure style. She is the reason why I 

have an idea of what fashion is and she’s not even into fashion, 

like at all, she’s not into brands, she just expresses herself but 

she wears a lot of colour but knows how to make things neutral 

as well. She can literally wear anything and it seems like she’s 

the centre of attention but it could be the most muted and non-

expressive thing but it’s her expression again; and because she’s 

wearing it and because she’s got a shaved head and because she 

might be wearing these extra earrings and a hard shoe with a 

mad oversized jacket, suddenly it’s a spectacle.   

OR: Sounds amazing!

 KI: She’s great!
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OR: Have you got a precious item of clothing? Can you explain 

the item you brought today with you?

 KI: The crown! When did I make that? What birthday 

was it? I think it was my 28th or 29th [birthday] and I just woke 

up in the morning and I was like I really want a crown. Actually, 

I was searching for a black crown that would fit my head a week 

or so before. I couldn’t find it, then I was like, ‘I’m going to 

make it’, then I was like, ‘I haven’t got time to make it, even if I 

get it made in the way I want it it’s going to cost me like 3 bills 

[£300] and it’s going to take time. I just need a quick thing’. 

So, I went Ryman’s the stationers *laughs* and I got a black 

cardboard sheet and some corrugated board, took it home and 

made a crown the day before my birthday at like 4am. I put it 

on and wore it for the entire day because for the first time I feel 

like I really bossed up for my birthday, like I was really about 

myself, I was coming into myself, that I liked, because I didn’t 

like myself for a long time. I put on my glasses, took on the day 

and then we threw a party on the tube. 

OR: So, does that DIY thing, making your own crown, does that 

resonate with you?

 KI: It’s not to look expensive or rich, it’s not to look 

like anything, it is for me to look at. It’s the reason why this 

skull ring is turned towards me. It’s not for anyone to look at. I 

get that a lot, like, ‘your rings are upside down!’ It doesn’t make 

sense! They’re not upside down! I don’t have my tattoos so you 

can look at them. I had a few issues with some tattoo artists, 

even on first meetings, like, ‘we don’t do colour.’ Well first off, 

‘I didn’t ask about colour’ and secondly, ‘even if I wanted colour 

it should be my right to have colour on my skin even if you 

don’t like it. My tattoos are not for you! My tattoos are not for 

anyone but myself and for me to be reminded of something 

that I got the tattoo for.’ I’ve dedicated my right hand to my 

mum but it’s for me to look at.

OR: It seems as though your style to you, even though it’s the 

outward way you’re presenting yourself to the world, is quite a 

private thing. 

 KI: Completely! Privacy is a big thing for me. I shared 

a room with my brother for so long and I’ve never felt like 

I’ve had any sense of real privacy, ever. So, I take it on myself, 

literally put it on myself. So, as much as people might think 

they can access my room, my self, they can’t, because again it’s 

not for them. It’s all for myself. That stems back to me doing 

things for myself in general. I didn’t do a lot for myself, so now 

I’m doing everything I can for myself, regardless. This is for me. 

Every single thing I do is for me. 

OR: Can you tell me something about your rings?

 KI: They all share a pretty equal importance. The 

pinky ring is the Eye Of Horus. I can’t really go too deep of the 

history of that but that’s an Egyptian god and my family name 

is Pharaoh. It’s about having my family with me, always.

subcultures: now ki pharaoh: black/ white4746



OLIVIA ROSE IN CONVERSATION WITH ROXY

OR: What’s your name and age?

 ROXY: Roxy, 16.

OR: Where do you come from? 

 ROXY: I live in Tower Hamlets in Hackney, good old 

East End girl. My dad, we think he’s Roma, but we don’t know 

because everyone in my family refuses to tell us and we don’t 

talk to them much. My mum’s English.

OR: Do you live with mum?

 ROXY: Yeah.

OR: Do you have any nicknames? 

 ROXY: None. Well a few people call me Rocko, but if 

someone calls me Roxanne they would get an earful because it’s 

not my name. I’m Roxy. 

OR: That’s funny, someone tries to pull rank and say, ‘Roxanne’ 

and you’re like, ‘that’s not my name!’

 ROXY: Teacher’s try and do it and I’m like, ‘Erm no…’ 

OR: Still at school?

 ROXY: Yeah. I’m in sixth form. I’m studying Visual Arts 

& Design at The Brit School. 

Roxy: 
Skinhead in Progress/ 
Formalwear Tank Girl
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OR: How would you explain your style?

 ROXY: It changes a lot; it’s quite hard to put a term on 

it. Saffiyah Khan, who I look up to more than most people in 

the world, described herself as a skinhead kind of formal-wear 

tank girl, which I feel says it quite nicely. My other mate said 

about me, my style’s like a refined punk-mod. I feel like I’m a 

combination of those three.

OR: So, like a Skinhead/Refined Punk-Mod/Formal-wear Tank 

Girl? What would you say are the essential items or things that 

represent the style that you’re putting forward to people?

 ROXY: A pair of Dr Martens or pair of loafers, always. 

It changes every day. I have like five Harringtons, so definitely 

a Harrington, and a sheep skin coat— I have two of those. This 

belt *points to it* makes me look punky as fuck with whatever 

I’m wearing. If you put those clothes on anyone, then they’d 

make them into that and it’s how I dress normally. You can 

basically wear whatever but with some boots, Harrington and a 

belt on and you’ll look like my usual self. 

OR: Where do you find your clothes? Where do you shop?

 ROXY: I steal stuff off my mum, find things in charity 

shops and every so often, maybe Westfield, but that’s a rarity, if 

I just happen to be there if I’m going to the bank or something. 

Sometimes I get given stuff by people; but mainly [from] 

charity shops. It’s better for the environment and it’s cheaper. 

We like those things. Who’s got money? Also we want to save 

the environment…

OR: So you said you steal stuff from your mum. Does she 

influence the way you dress?

 ROXY: Yes, 100%! She was a single mother, so when 

she was raising me she, like, dressed me. I mean, as far as she 

could: I always had a say but she was always like, ‘you look 

really nice in this little thing.’ She’s a lot more tame than I am. 

She’s very stylish, this belt’s hers. My dad also influences how I 

dress a lot, if I’m wearing something and not too sure about it, 

I’d think, ‘would my dad like this?’ He’s also a Skinhead and he 

used to be a Rockabilly, and my mum used to be a Rockabilly 

too. They both used to be ravers back in the ‘70s and ‘80s, so 

I just kind of copied the way they dressed in a way. He [dad] 

wears big boots and stuff as well.

OR: Tell me more about your dad’s style.

 ROXY: I don’t think he was a skinhead previously but 

we’ve kind of become it together. He’s always had big leather 

jackets and a big pair of boots, jeans and a band t-shirt. He used 

to be a raver, which I think is really fucking cool to be honest. 

They don’t really keep any of their clothes, but they’ll be like, 

‘oh! My friends used to wear that’.

OR: Do you think you’re identifiable by your style? 

 ROXY: I went to the XR [Extinction Rebellion] demo 

in Trafalgar Square and I got stopped by two different people. 

There was like a big group of fashion students and they were 

like, ‘can we take a picture of you and your mates? And take a 
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picture of some of the details of your chains etc.?’ And then 

there was another woman who came up to me and said she 

liked how I dressed and asked if I was at art college or ‘are you 

at fashion college?’ A lot of people stop me and talk about it.

OR: Do you think people assume what you’re into by what you 

wear?

 ROXY: Yeah, but I don’t really mind because it’s usually 

good stuff. I always have like a Sharp badge. It’s not nice being 

assumed to be a Facist because that’s rank. Being associated 

with punk culture and reggae music isn’t bad though, is it? 

OR: Do you feel pride in wearing your Sharp t-shirt and badge?

 ROXY: That is one of the reasons I’m a Skinhead 

actually. When I was growing up there were some big issues 

in my family. My grandma wasn’t very nice. She has a lot of 

pride in what she does and my mum, to, like, rebel against that, 

didn’t really take any pride and brought me up without any 

pride. Obviously being a single mum, tower block, East London, 

no fucking money and not being brought up with any pride, 

you’re going to be ashamed of those things. Since becoming 

a Skinhead I’ve been taught to be proud of my roots, being 

working class and where I’m from, rather than be ashamed of 

it. It’s so healing to be honest, rather than anything else, to be 

surrounded by people who are like me and for it be alright to 

not fit in anywhere. It’s cool to be like, ‘there are other people 

like you.’ And to be proud of what you are.

OR: What do you think of the origins of Skinhead culture?

 ROXY: I think people focused on the 1960s, more 

than the 1980s, because that was an adaption of the style 

rather than what it was originally. I think the roots are pretty 

cool, it’s from my ends, you know?! Like all the black kids and 

white kids forming this culture together, listening to the same 

music and learning how to co-exist from being from a difficult 

background, which is something what we all need to learn how 

to do. Rather than the ‘80’s fascism, we don’t like that! I’m not 

a fan of that!

OR: Do you find that people do think you’re a fascist because 

of your hair or…?

 ROXY: No one has ever accused me of being a fascist. 

Partly because I’m female so they’re not like…*thinks* if it was 

a bloke… 

OR: It would be more threatening…

 ROXY: Yeah, you know what I mean? No one has come 

to my face and asked, ‘are you a fascist?’, I’d be like *pulls face*

OR: Do you have a precious item, that really means a lot to you, 

that you couldn’t live without?

 ROXY: I really like my belt; it makes me feel proud and 

protected as well, because I could use it to smash someone’s 

face in. If I needed to, which I haven’t had to, but I could if I 

needed to. I also love my boots but I can replace them easily. I 

have jewellery that I’ve been given but I don’t wear it because 
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it’s not my style. 

OR: What’s the story of your belt?

 ROXY: When my parents were together, 15-17 years 

ago, they went to this punk shop in Soho, which isn’t there 

anymore. They used to have all these belts. My dad went straight 

to the record section, because he was a DJ, and kind of left my 

mum looking around and she bought this belt, and they were 

outside and he asked, ‘oh did you end up buying anything?’ and 

he was like, ‘oh, that’s pretty cool!’. She’s had it forever, she 

used to wear it with low waisted jeans and trainers and stuff. I 

found it and I was like, ‘that is mine!’ *laughs* I’m not buying 

a new one, it’s really heavy, like it’s original stuff, you know. 

OR: What’s the story behind your sheepskin coat? 

 ROXY: My coat is from a charity shop in Norfolk. My 

grandad lives in Holt, I’ve only had it for a couple of months. I 

had one before, but it was really thin and kept ripping. Then I 

found this one!

OR: What’s the jewellery you’ve been given that you don’t wear? 

 ROXY: It’s like loads of necklaces from my birthday 

and stuff. I have one that I was given on my 16th birthday and 

it’s like a sun and moon together. It’s obviously not very punk, 

is it? I also have another one that is like a daisy chain, which 

is really nice and think it one of the most expensive necklaces 

that I own. I got it from when I broke up with this guy and we 

were together for like a year and half. My mum got it for me to 

make me feel better, which was really nice of her. These two 

rings *shows them* which are quite sentimental. This one, my 

mum’s mate gave to her. It came in a set but it didn’t fit her so I 

took it, and this one was handmade for me by my dad’s mate for 

Christmas. This is a wallet chain and I made it into a necklace. 

OR: So that like DIY thing, if you break something do you 

repurpose it? 

*Roxy brings over her tote bag with two different skulls painted 

on opposing sides.*

 ROXY: *Pointing to the first skull* This is the record 

company my dad works for. He, like, books bands and stuff; 

they make the dankest music. I want to sign with them when 

I’m older. It had like loads of wires in it for like guitars and 

amps and stuff. He left it in my house, so I just emptied it and 

kept the bag. It’s got two skulls on it now, the other one was 

painted on. I really like this bag! 

OR: Skulls that mean different things?

 ROXY: Yeah, yeah!

OR: You were saying that you’re not going to necessarily stick 

with the same style, what do you think will be the evolution of 

your style?

 ROXY: Yeah, I get bored easily. I’ve been kind of 

getting into 1960s-wear; this coat can easily slip between the 
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two things. I’ve got these like white vinyl heeled boots and I 

love them. They look really good with a few dresses I own: one 

that is like a white cotton babydoll dress, it actually looks so 

sick. 

OR: That’s quite different to your daily style. Would you feel 

comfortable to rock that and go out? Or do you think your 

friends would be like ‘Woaah!’

 ROXY: No, honestly sometimes you need a bit of 

femininity with the masculinity. I dunno, I do it quite a lot; I 

might wear a little black miniskirt, polo shirt and braces with 

fishnets and stuff. No one was shocked but you’re right, it is 

really different to how I usually dress.

OR: Do you think your style has an impact on your personality 

and the way you live your life or is it the other way around?

 ROXY: When I wear different clothes, I walk and sit 

differently. Like, if I was wearing a skirt I wouldn’t sit like this 

*Roxy slumps and lets her legs fall apart* but everything has its 

own ethos and punk’s ethos is do it yourself and the Skinhead 

ethos is to have pride, get on with it and don’t take shit from 

anyone. They definitely co-exist but I don’t know which one 

comes first.

OR: If you’re wearing what you’re wearing today — your DMs, 

some jeans and a Sharp t-shirt — do you feel like you’re not 

going to take no shit from anybody?

 ROXY: I wouldn’t generally take any shit from anybody 

but I think I’m less likely to take shit in these clothes because I 

can easily move and be like, ‘do you have an issue?’ rather than 

if I was wearing a skirt. 
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