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Course Entry
Requirements

The standard minimum entry requirements for this course are:

BA (Hons) degree or equivalent academic qualifications
Evidence of ability in art or design
Alternative qualifications and experience will also be taken
into consideration
Personal statement
Portfolio of work



Entry to this course will also be determined by the quality of
your application, looking primarily at your portfolio of work and
personal statement.

APEL - Accreditation of Prior (Experiential) Learning

Applicants who do not meet these course entry requirements
may still be considered in exceptional cases. The course team
will consider each application that demonstrates additional
strengths and alternative evidence. This might, for example, be
demonstrated by:

Related academic or work experience
The quality of the personal statement
A strong academic or other professional reference
A combination of these factors

Each application will be considered on its own merit but we
cannot guarantee an offer in each case.

English language requirements

All classes are taught in English. If English isn't your first
language you must provide evidence at enrolment of the
following:

IELTS level 6.0 or above, with at least 5.5 in reading,
writing, listening and speaking (please check our English
language requirements).

Selection Criteria We look for:

Evidence of visual and conceptual creative abilities
Understanding of scale measured drawings, model making
and computer aided design (CAD). Some exception may be
made with regards to applicants with a different background
who can demonstrate an equivalent exploration of spatial
ideas.
The ability to communicate concepts. Ideas and processes
in the development of proposals.
Enthusiasm for developing skills in spatial design

Scheduled Learning and
Teaching

During your course you will engage with learning and teaching
that includes both online and face-to-face modes. The
advertised scheduled activity for the course will be delivered
through a combination of live, synchronous and asynchronous
on-line learning. Scheduled learning and teaching activity may
include lectures, seminars, studio and workshop briefings,
tutorials, external visits and project briefings.

https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/language-centre/english-language-requirements


Awards and Percentage of Scheduled Learning

Year 1

Percentage of Scheduled Learning 36

Awards Credits

Graduate Diploma 120

 



Course Aims and Outcomes
The Aims and Outcomes of this Course are as follows:

Aim/Outcome Description

Aim
A supportive environment that advances your knowledge of interior design
practices through an understanding of the concepts, techniques and
debates and discourses which underpin them.

Aim
To encourage an aptitude for independent learning and an ability to work in
teams. To develop the creative, critical, analytic, evaluative and
collaborative skills required of the interior design practitioner.

Aim
To provide an educational experience that introduces postgraduate studies,
opens up ambitions and encourages progression into MA Interior & Spatial
Design

Outcome

Demonstrate a systematic understanding of contemporary interior design
practice and how design projects are developed through spatial
arrangements, the selection of material, detail design, construction
techniques and services with awareness of sustainable design principles.

Outcome
Manage your own learning and continuing development, through
independent planning and organisation, critical reflection and self-
evaluation.

Outcome Use interior design communication skills effectively in order to articulate
complex design ideas and present them in a visually stimulating portfolio.

Outcome

Employ materials, media, techniques, methods, sustainable technologies
and tools associated with Interior Design with skill and imagination while
observing sound and ethical working practices, and professional/legal
responsibilities relating to the subject



Distinctive Features

1

Interior Design subject orientation for graduate students with a background in a related
subject at Higher Education level 3. It provides students with the opportunity to engage
critically within the contemporary design context and to create a strong portfolio of interior
design work that will enable them to apply for higher degree studies at Masters level or to
enhance their current employment and career prospects.

2

We work with existing buildings. We look at how they can receive new programmes of
habitation and how they can offer both pleasure and commodity for the user. The unique
feature of this course is the focus we provide for designing small-scale independent
installations that contribute to health and wellbeing.

3

The curriculum focuses on the relationships, the attitudes and the material technologies
that are fundamental to interior design practice and students will be expected to reflect on
these issues by writing about them in a series of journals and making them the subject of
verbal presentations. Design activity will introduce the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals role in influencing Interior Design sustainable design principles, the
selection of materials, detail design, construction techniques and the provision of
environmental services .

4

The course will enable you to understand the design and conceptual skills that will equip
you with the confidence to begin practice as a professional designer. Develop an aptitude
for independent thinking and learning. Engage with the critical, analytic, evaluative and
professional skills required of a design practitioner. Gain an educational experience that
opens up ambitions and encourages continued development in the subject at MA level.

5
An extensive range of dedicated workshops and technical support with both specialist
workshop facilities and Material & Spatial Practices (MSP) Studio Technical Tutors from
across the MSP Programme.
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S = Summative Assessment

Indicative summative assessment weeks are noted in the course diagram. For exact dates please refer to your timetable.



Course Detail

The course is equivalent to the third year of an interior design undergraduate course. As well
as helping to progress onto postgraduate level study the course will also aid transition into
the professional world of interior design. Students on this course come from many different
backgrounds but most have already gained a first degree.

What to expect

You will learn how to connect with interior design in a variety of ways, for example,
through designing, visually communicating, researching and writing
Develop a flexible open-minded approach when thinking about interior design and to
critically engage with contemporary design approaches
To work on various projects across the field of interior design with the opportunity to
focus on your personal interests within social, retail, restaurants, hotel and residential
spaces. These will help you improve your application of conceptual, production and
critical skills within the design process through input from professional practitioners,
group crits, workshops, seminars and discussions. 
Personal and professional development with opportunities to improve your skills through
bespoke sessions, talks with industry practitioners and postgraduate seminars 
Have access to Chelsea's shared workshops. These include ceramics, casting, laser
cutting, photography, audio-visual editing suite, metal and woodwork. View the Chelsea
facilities

Mode of study

Graduate Diploma Interior Design is offered in full-time mode and consists of 30 teaching
weeks over 1 academic year. You will be expected to commit an average of 40 hours per
week to your course, including teaching hours and independent study.

Course Units

Unit 1 - Elements of Interior Design

This unit is an introduction to your course, the college and the university.

Projects that focus on how a client/user inhabits interior space
An introduction to research led practice
You will explore the design of a series of domestic and other residential interior
elements before creating a full design proposal
Be introduced to various design and presentation methods you have as interior
designers to communicate to different audiences
Explore a variety of ways of analysing design problems - sketching, collage, technical
drawing and model making techniques
Develop your designs by using a selection of materials, construction techniques and
technology
Work collaboratively with your peers

https://www.arts.ac.uk/colleges/chelsea-college-of-arts/student-life-at-chelsea/facilities


Keep a reflective journal in the form of a Personal Blog
Look at the cultural context of interior design, as well as the wider subject area of design
and sustainability.
Undertake writing and research that is concerned with professional practice and your
creative processes

Unit 2 - Comprehensive Design Project

In this unit you will initiate your own comprehensive design project in the public realm. You
will choose a location, make an analysis of an interior and establish a design brief for a new
programme of habitation or occupation.

You will look at the spatial organisation, material concerns and the experiential qualities
of your design proposition
Communicate the fabrication, construction and sustainability aspects of your design
Written work that clarifies your design methodology, outcomes and use of design
precedents
Exercises in site analysis
Workshops where you will present your negotiated design solution
Talks by guest artists, designers and architects
Workshops on academic research and writing
Group and individual tutorials
Seminars on professional practice
Present work in the college end of year event

Learning and Teaching Methods

Group crits, demonstrations and workshops
Lectures and seminars
Group and individual tutorials
Peer review
Teaching by practitioners
Visiting specialists

Assessment Methods

Engagement and participation in class
Oral and visual presentations
Peer assessment
Self-assessment
Visual presentation in form of portfolio book
Written work that includes essay and personal blog with all written exercises included



Reference Points

QAA Subject Benchmark statements
QAA Framework for Higher Education Qualifications
CCW Common Credit Framework
UAL Creative Attributes Framework

The University will use all reasonable endeavours to provide the Course and the services described in this
Output. There may be occasions whereby the University needs to add, remove or alter content in relation to
your Course as may be appropriate for example the latest requirements of a commissioning or accrediting
body, or in response to student feedback, or to comply with applicable law or due to circumstances beyond its
control. The University aim to inform you of any changes as soon as is reasonably practicable


