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Welcome to Pre-sessional English, part of 
University of the Arts London (UAL), one of 
the most innovative and exciting creative 
universities in the world. 

This handbook will help you get the most from the course.  
It will give you practical information about

 z how to set up your UAL account

 z how to access and ues Moodle and Collaborate, your  
virtual classrooms

 z how your English classes are organised

 z the syllabus 

 z where to find information 

 z who to ask for help 

 z and more!

Please read this handbook carefully. If you have any questions ask  
a member of staff for help. 

We hope that you enjoy the course and look forward to working with 
you over the coming weeks! 
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Pre-sessional information

Contacting the Pre-sessional Team
If you need help, we are the first people you must ask.

We can help you with any question or problem. We check our email 
every day. We will always respond to you. If it is busy, it will take us 
longer to reply to you, do not worry.

The email for the Pre-sessional team is: presessional@arts.ac.uk

We will respond between 9am – 5pm London GMT. 

When should I email?
You should contact Pre-sessional if:

 z you are are having a technical problem and you need help to fix 
it

 z you have a question about the course

 z you can't log in to Moodle or any other UAL service

 z you have a general question and you are not sure who to ask.

mailto:presessional%40arts.ac.uk?subject=
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Pre-sessional information

Student ID number
Every UAL student is given a unique student ID number, which  
you will need to use often. For example, you will use it when you 
submit essays.

Your student ID number is on your offer letter.

Class times
Classes will be every day from Monday to Friday. You will study 
for 4 hours every day. You will have 2 hours online and 2 hours of 
independent learning. Homework will also be given to do outside  
the class time.

All times are in London GMT. Check what time these will be in your 
time zone:

9 am – 11 am Online Learning with tutor

11 am – 11.30 am Break time

11.30 am – 12.30 pm Guided Learning

12.30 pm – 1.30 pm Self study

Timekeeping
If you are late for class, you will disrupt your teacher and classmates. 
There is also a good chance that you will not successfully pass  
your course.

Being late to class will be regarded as a half a day absence (0.5)  
and will go on your attendance record. You will be asked to explain 
why you were late, and may be asked to provide evidence to support 
your claims.

If your attendance goes below 90% or more you will be withdrawn 
from the programme. 

Timetable and break times
All students have access to a copy of the Pre-sessional timetable on 
Moodle. If you are unsure where you need to be and when, you must 
ask your tutor or email Pre-sessional. 

All students will study for four hours per day, Monday to Friday.  
You cannot choose what times you would like to study. During the 
day there will be a break of 30 minutes where you can relax and have 
something to eat and drink. You must be ready to start again as soon 
as your break has finished. You must not be late back to class after 
your break.

http://moodle.arts.ac.uk
mailto:presessional%40arts.ac.uk?subject=I%20need%20information%20about%20my%20class
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Pre-sessional information

Attendance policy

Absences and lateness
If you are absent from or late to class, you must fill out the  
Pre-sessional Absence Form on the same day you are absent or late. 
You can find this form on Moodle. 

When you fill in the form you will receive an automatic response. If you  
do not receive this auto-response we have not received your form 
and we cannot authorise your absence. You must fill out the form to 
inform us about your absence as we need confirmation in writing. 

When you fill out the form, you will be asked for the following 
information:

1. Full name

2. Student ID number

3. UAL email

4. Course name

5. Tutor name 

6. Reason for your absence or lateness

For particular absences you will be required to provide further 
evidence to explain why you are absent. For example if you are ill  
for 3 or more consecutive days we will ask for a doctor's note. The  
Pre-sessional team will email you if we need more information.

Requesting permission to miss class
If you have an important appointment, such as a hospital visit, you 
can get permission to miss class by filling out the Pre-sessional 
Absence Form.  

The Head of Pre-sessional will then decide whether you are allowed 
to miss class. If they give you permission then your absence will be 
marked down as authorised. If the Pre-sessional team does not give 
you permission you should not miss class. If you are absent, this will 
be recorded as unauthorised. 

You should complete this form at least 5 working days before the day 
you will be absent.

https://forms.arts.ac.uk/pre-sessional-absence/
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Pre-sessional information

Authorised and unauthorised absence
If the Pre-sessional team has given you permission in advance to 
miss class or you have a good reason for being late or absent, then 
your absence will be recorded as authorised absence. If you have 
not informed Pre-sessional, or do not have an acceptable reason 
for being late or absent, then your absence will be recorded as 
unauthorised absence. 

The table below gives some examples of authorised and unauthorised 
absences. If students abuse the attendance system,  
the rules will be tightened and these examples may no longer apply. 

Authorised Absence  
(absences we will agree to)

Unauthorised Absence  
(absences we will not agree to)

Illness
Anything relating to employment 
(this includes going to work, job 
interviews, training or meetings)

Serious personal or family issues
Collecting people from or taking 
people to the airport

UK Visas and Immigration 
appointments

Bank Appointments

Technical issues Family and friends visiting

Studying for an exam

Transport Problems

Preparing a portfolio

Absence is recorded by the Pre-sessional team, and all decisions are 
final. Your attendance record will be checked by the UK Visa  
and Immigration and may affect your right to study in the UK. It is 
your responsibility to attend classes and to keep a record of any days 
you have missed. 

* Please note if you are repeatedly absent due to sickness and do not send us a letter from  
a Doctor we will stop authorising your absence.

* Please note if you have a serious personal issue that is affecting your attendance you must 
contact Pre-sessional and Student Services

https://www.arts.ac.uk/students/student-services


Page 8

Pre-sessional information

Student social events, welfare and safety
It is our priority to make sure you are fully supported and can make 
the most of your time with us. If you have any worries or problems, 
please email us first: presessional@arts.ac.uk

As a Pre-sessional student you can:

 z take part in events and activities organised by the Language 
Centre and the UAL Social Programme

 z access all the central UAL student services and support.

Social events
You can take part in lots of free online events every week, run by  
UAL Social Programme. Past online events and activities have 
included: cooking, film clubs, fitness classes, art and party hangouts! 

Find out more about Language Centre student activities. 

Welfare, wellbeing and safety
We have put together all the information you might need on the 
Language Centre Student Activities and Welfare page. 

This includes information about:

 z welfare and well-being support

 z health and safety.

If you have any concerns or questions about these things, 
please email us first: presessional@arts.ac.uk

https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/language-centre/learn-english/LC-student-activities
https://hallslife.arts.ac.uk/events
https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/language-centre/learn-english/LC-student-activities
https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/language-centre/learn-english/LC-student-activities
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Pre-sessional information

Online learning and technology support
Now you have enrolled on to Pre-sessional, you will need to set  
up your UAL account. Once you have done this, you will be able to 
access different IT services that UAL provides.

If you have any questions, don’t worry, you will be able to ask 
questions during your induction.

Logging in 
Once you are enrolled, you will have a UAL account created with  
a temporary password. 

Your user name will be your student ID number. Your temporary 
password is your date of birth. It needs to be written in day, month, 
year format, like this: dd/mm/yyyy. You need to include the forward 
slashes “ / ”. 

An example of how to write a date: 
My date of birth is 18th November 1991 = 18/11/1991

Once you’ve logged in, you need to change your password.  
If you don’t, your temporary password will expire and you will be 
locked out of your account.

Your password
To change your password, you need to go to: pss.arts.ac.uk

You will be taken to a log in screen. Use your username (your student 
ID) and your temporary password (your date of birth) to log in. 

Once you have logged on, you can change your password. Make sure 
it is something you can remember easily. 

If you are given security questions to answer, ignore this. You do not 
need to answer these questions. 

If you have any problems, call the IT Helpdesk on: 020 7514 9898

If you need help with technology or any online services,  
email Pre-sessional.

http://pss.arts.ac.uk
mailto:presessional%40arts.ac.uk?subject=


Page 10

Pre-sessional information

Your UAL email
All Pre-sessional students are given a UAL email address. 

When you contact anyone on the Pre-sessional team, you need to 
use your UAL email address. This is because some email providers 
are blocked by UAL. This means your email may not be seen by the 
person you are contacting.

These email providers are blocked by UAL: qq.com and 123.com
Do not use these to contact anyone from UAL.

Sometimes the Pre-sessional team will need to contact you with 
important information. It is your responsibility to check your emails 
regularly. You should check them at least every 48 hours.

You can access your emails through a computer, smart phone 
or tablet. Go to outlook.office.com/owa and log in with your UAL 
username and password. 

If you need help please email Pre-sessional.

http://outlook.office.com/owa
mailto:presessional%40arts.ac.uk?subject=
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Pre-sessional information

Moodle
Moodle is an online learning platform that you will be using throughout 
your time at UAL. 

You must log on to Moodle to access important course 
information and your classes. 

To log on to Moodle (moodle.arts.ac.uk), use your UAL username and 
your password. 

On the Pre-sessional Moodle page, you can find: 

 z your timetable 

 z Pre-sessional learning outcomes

 z information about learning and being assessed online

 z information about Student Services

 z UAL social events and activities.

Collaborate
Collaborate Ultra is the platform your course will be using for ‘live’ 
online classes and tests.

You will be able to find links to join these classes on Moodle.

Find out more about studying online.

MyUAL
MyUAL is the official app for UAL students. It provides easy access 
to your email, Moodle, your timetable, library search facilities and 
opening times. 

The app is a convenient way to access important information and 
services all in one place.

You need to have changed your temporary password before using the 
app, otherwise it might not work. 

http://moodle.arts.ac.uk
mailto:http://moodle.arts.ac.uk?subject=
http://moodle.arts.ac.uk
https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/language-centre/study-online
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Teaching and learning

Course aims
Pre-sessional is not an IELTS preparation course. It focuses 
on improving your English and understanding art, design and 
communication concepts in English.

This is an online course. You will attend online classes and will 
participate in discussions, read texts, and practise the academic  
and language skills that you will need for your main UAL course.

The Pre-sessional Course aims to

 z help you learn to adopt particular approaches to your studies 
and learn strategies and skills that will enable you to succeed  
in the UK Higher Education system

 z raise your level of English to meet your required entry level

 z allow you to familiarise yourself with UAL before your main 
course starts.

Academic expectations
You will be assessed in four areas:

 z Listening

 z Reading

 z Speaking

 z Writing

By achieving the grades you need to meet your language requirement, 
you can progress to your main course. During your Pre-sessional 
course you will be expected to

 z attend your classes every day

 z arrive on time

 z submit writing, speaking, reading and listening assessments

 z participate in group and class discussions. This is very 
important and will help you get the most from the course

 z complete homework you are given. 

More about homework and self study
You will be given a minimum of 8–10 hours of homework a week. 
Self-study builds your English ability and your skills in working 
independently. This will prepare you for the types of tasks you will be 
expected to do on your main university course.

Teaching and learning
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Teaching and learning

Assessment overview

Assignment
Written 
Feedback 
Required

25 week, 19 week and 13 week Pre-sessional

Biography (word limit  
not specified)

x No (Global*)

Group Presentations x No (Global*)

Exhibition Review  
(500 words)

x Yes

All students

Speaking Seminar 
Assessment 1

x No (Global*)

Speaking Seminar 
Assessment 2

x No

Speaking Seminar 
Assessment 3

No

Written Assignment – 
Research Essay; Briefing 
(MA: 1,500 words)

x

Written Assignment – 
Research Essay;  
Essay Plan 

x Yes

Written Assignment – 
Research Essay;  
First Draft Submission

x Yes

Written Assignment – 
Research Essay; Final 
Essay Submission

x No

Presentation 
(7 - 10 mins, 2 - 3 mins  
for questions)

x No

Reflective Statement No

Reading Exam x No

Listening Exam x No

Teaching and learning
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Teaching and learning

Formative assessments (25 week, 19 week  
and 13 week Pre-sessional only)

Biography
You will interview a classmate and then create a biography of  
them to be presented on A4 paper using text and visuals. You are 
encouraged to use the written forms explored in class and to use a 
range of vocabulary and grammatical features including tenses and 
question forms. 

Group Presentation
In groups of four, you will investigate and research a topic to create 
a 10-15min spoken presentation. You are encouraged to undertake 
both primary and secondary research for the presentation. This task 
is focussed on helping you to become familiar with London, academic 
research, group work and presentation skills. 

Exhibition Review (500 words)
You will visit an exhibition with your class and then write a Critical 
Review of it. You are encouraged to not only describe what you see 
and to begin to analyse and evaluate things. You should use examples 
of the work you have seen in the exhibition and support your point  
of view. 

Teaching and learning
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Teaching and learning

Summative assessments (all students)

Written Assignment – research essay 
(BA: 1,000 words; MA: 1,500 words)
You will produce an extended essay using the academic skills of 
research, referencing, evaluating sources and constructing and 
supporting an argument. This will be a staged process based on  
a step-by-step approach;

1. First you will write plan with some examples of any books, 
websites or other research materials you plan to use. Your tutor 
will give you some feedback on these. 

2. Next you will write a first draft. You will put this on Turnitin for 
tutor feedback and to see an ‘originality report’ on your writing. 
You will have an individual tutorial with your tutor on your draft 
to help you to improve. 

3. You will write a final draft which your tutor will also provide 
some feedback on before you submit it via Turnitin again  
on the final deadline. After the hand-in deadline no feedback 
will be given. 

4. This assignment will be 85% of the writing mark.

Speaking Seminars 1, 2 and 3 
You will work in small groups to participate in group discussion. 
The discussion topic will be given to you. You will be required to 
participate in the seminar and you will be assessed on your ability 
to join in and interact with others. You do this by giving your opinion 
(with reasons why), asking and answering questions as well as 
listening and responding to others' views and opinions. Seminar 1  
will be based on a topic from the lectures and Seminar 2 will be 
based on a discussion of a series of images.

Assignment 1 will be Formative. Assignment 2 will be 10% and 
Assessment 3 will be 15% of your speaking mark 

Presentation – reflective statement (min. 500 words) 
You will produce a reflective statement to include your reflections  
and evaluations of your work on your topic. This should include a 
short description of your work and explain your process. You need to 
give the reasons for the decisions you made as well as the challenges 
and difficulties you faced and how you overcame them. You should 
say what you feel you did well, what you think needs improvement 
and say why. Say what you would change if you did it again and what 
you have learned that can help you in the future.

Teaching and learning
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Teaching and learning

Presentation (7-10 mins; 2-3 mins for questions)
This is a spoken presentation. You are asked to produce a new 
creative artwork based on your experience/s and observations of 
your topic. This may take any art/design form you wish; an object, an 
image, a moving image, a garment, a 2D or 3D work. 

You are required to keep a sketchbook/reflective journal documenting 
your experiences of researching and the process of creating your final 
work. Sketchbooks and reflective journals should be brought to class 
and checked/discussed in groups once a week. 

During the presentation, you will be assessed on your ability to 
present your work and discuss the process of its creation, from first 
ideas to final outcome. While this is mainly an independent project, 
you will be given time in class each week to discuss your research 
and the progress you have made, in small groups, including any 
problems and the solutions you have found. Your sketchbook/
reflective journal will be part of these discussions.

This assignment will be 75% of the speaking mark.

Reading Exam 45 mins
The reading exam consists of 20 questions relating to one text of 
about 600-800 words. The text will be based on an art and design 
topic. There will be a range of question types; matching, true/false, 
fill the gaps. To help prepare for this assessment, it is important to 
ensure that you practise the reading skills that are covered both inside 
and outside class. There will be a mock test to help you prepare and 
this will be under strict, formal exam conditions. 

This assignment will be 100% of the reading mark.

Listening Exam 45 mins
The listening exam consists of 4 sections with a total of 40 questions. 
Section 1 will be a series of short conversations. Section 2 and 
Section 3 will be two short lectures. Section 4 will be a discussion. 
Question types will include multiple choice, table completion, 
note-completion and category matching. To help prepare for this 
assessment, it is important to ensure that you practise your listening 
skills both inside and outside class. There will be a mock test to help 
you prepare and this will under strict, formal exam conditions

This assignment will be 100% of your listening mark.

Teaching and learning
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Plagiarism and extenuating circumstances
To find out how to avoid Plagiarism please look at the Student Guide 
to Avoiding Academic Misconduct and Plagiarism on the main UAL 
website. The link to this PDF is at the bottom of the webpage.

Academic misconduct
For more information on the University of the Arts’ policies on 
Academic Misconduct please visit the main university website.  
The regulations are found at the bottom of the page. 

Retakes
You will be able to retake your Reading and Listening exams.  
There will be no retakes for the Speaking and Writing assessments. 

Our teaching style
At the Language Centre, we believe that the best way to improve your 
English is by using it as often as possible.

A lot of students arrive with many years’ experience of studying 
English but have problems understanding ‘real life’ speech and 
communicating clearly.

We try to improve students’ communication skills, so you will spend  
a lot of time in class talking to and listening to other students. In class, 
we expect everyone to speak English at all times – this will help you 
improve faster (also, it’s not polite to speak your language in front of 
people who don’t understand it).

Please don’t worry about trying to get a ‘perfect’ English accent as 
it’s not realistic nor necessary in an international world - London has 
people from more than 200 different countries. You only need to be 
internationally understandable.

Your teacher will give you homework several times a week, so you’ll 
have lots of opportunity to practise your reading and writing skills or 
focus more on grammar.

Teaching and learning

https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/academic-regulations/student-regulations/referencing-and-academic-misconduct
https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/academic-regulations/student-regulations/referencing-and-academic-misconduct
https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/academic-regulations/student-regulations/referencing-and-academic-misconduct
https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/academic-regulations/student-regulations/referencing-and-academic-misconduct
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Help yourself to learn

Take risks
Some students prefer to be completely accurate in their English, but 
academic research shows that students make greater progress if they 
worry less about making mistakes. The most important thing is to 
learn from mistakes.

Take responsibility for your own learning
The teacher is not the only person responsible for students’  
learning. We expect students to do independent study, read books 
and newspapers, join social events/media to practice in this English 
speaking environment. Inside the classroom, we expect students 
to discover meaning for themselves (from examples) as academic 
research strongly suggests that this method helps people learn  
more effectively.

We use a variety of techniques and activities to meet the needs of 
different learning styles.

Take a guess 
Don’t use electronic translators or your phone to check new words. 
There are several reasons why not:

 z You are doing something separately from the group

 z Translating from and to your first language is understandable  
but not always correct/accurate.

 z English has a lot of alternative words and expressions for the 
same thing. Other languages may have fewer.

 z Your teacher doesn’t speak every language so we don’t know  
if the translation is correct.

 z You may spend a lot of time checking something which is not 
particularly useful.

 z Guessing meaning will help your learning.

And remember – the more you speak the language, the faster  
you’ll improve!

Teaching and learning
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Guided learning

Language for Academic Skills
As a student on Pre-sessional at UAL, you will have access to an 
interactive, online self-study package: Language for Academic 
Skills. This is an English for Academic Purposes (EAP) programme 
hosted on the university Moodle platform. It is designed to give 
students a chance to develop their Academic Language Skills.  
You can access it by signing in to Moodle, going to the Pre-sessional 
Moodle page and going to the Resources section. 

The course is structured for independent learning. The materials are 
presented through multi-media, interactive tasks that include audio 
files, video files, and related written texts that aim to develop a range 
of academic English skills.

The programme covers all four language skills of reading, writing, 
speaking and listening.

There are six individual courses designed to accompany students 
through their university studies. Aspects covered include:

 z Seminar participation, group work and presentations,

 z Interacting with the different departments and staff members,

 z Preparing for and attending lectures and note taking skills,

 z Effective academic reading and research strategies,

 z Academic writing skills and referencing norms.

You will be able to track your own progress through the course 
through online quizzes. There is a quiz at the end of each unit and 
each course has a final quiz so you will be able to monitor your 
progress and see the areas you need to work on. The course is 
designed to make developing all your academic language skills 
accessible and fun.

Preparing to study
Preparing to Study is an interactive online academic skills course 
designed to help UAL students get ready for their time at the 
University. You will learn about services for students at UAL,  
why you should use them and how to find them. You can find this  
in the Resources section on the Pre-sessional Moodle page.

The course will also help you develop the type of language and  
skills you will need to successfully complete your studies, including 
how to work with others in multinational groups and develop 
intercultural skills.

Teaching and learning

https://moodle.arts.ac.uk
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Respecting staff and students
All Language Centre students must always be respectful to staff and 
other students. We do not allow aggressive or abusive behaviour at 
any time. Students who behave in an abusive or aggressive manner 
will have their course cancelled and will not receive a refund.

University of the Arts London Student Charter
The Charter tries to ensure the best possible experience for everyone 
at UAL. It explains the responsibilities that you have as a student, and 
what you can expect from the University and Students’ Union. Please 
take time to read the charter or watch the video.

Here are some examples of how you should follow this charter during 
class and break times: Always try to show respect to your teacher 
and fellow class mates by

 z arriving to class on time

 z engaging in classroom activities and showing enthusiasm  
for the topic

 z listening to your classmates questions and opinions

 z switching off your mobile phone. Texting and making calls, 
using apps, or browsing the internet is not allowed during class 
time

 z tidying the space after class.

During the 30 minutes break you may use the classrooms to eat your 
lunch, socialise and relax. Please follow the rules below. You must

 z Keep the space clean and tidy, and throw away any rubbish.

 z Keep noise to a reasonable level.

 z Respect other students’ belongings.

 z Don’t leave anything valuable unattended.

Resolving a problem with your English class 
If you have any problems during your time on the Pre-sessional 
course, please contact the Pre-sessional team. 

If you have a problem with your English class, please first  
speak to your tutor. If the problem continues, you can email the Head 
of Pre-sessional, Vicky McWilliam.

If you are still not happy, and would like to make an official complaint, 
please send an email to  Pre-sessional.  Address the email to Helen 
McAllister, Associate Dean of International Student Experience. 

Teaching and learning

http://www.arts.ac.uk/media/arts/study-at-ual/student-support/documents/1507-ARTSSU-student-charter.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LBU_h_NuWvE
mailto:presessional%40arts.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:v.mcwilliam%40arts.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:v.mcwilliam%40arts.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:presessional%40arts.ac.uk?subject=Formal%20Complaint
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Syllabi

25 week syllabus – Weeks 1-6 only*

R = reading  W = writing  S = speaking  L = listening

Week 1 - 6

 z Induction (R, W, S, L)

 z Presentation skills (S, L)

 z Group and individual presentations (S, L)

 z Analytical and reflective skills

 z Critical thinking skills

 z Independent learning skills

 z Academic reading, writing, speaking and  
listening skills (R, W, S, L)

 z Continued development of general English 
vocabulary (R, W, S, L)

 z Essential academic language and vocabulary  
(R, W, S, L)

 z Contextualised vocabulary and skills development 
(R, W, S, L)

 z Academic listening skills (L)

 z Lecture based learning and note-taking skills  
(using TedTalk) (L, W)

 z Active listening and independent researching  
skills (L, R, W)

 z Contextualised grammar consolidation and 
development (R, W, S, L)

 z Speaking in academic contexts  
(tutorials/seminars) (S)

Week  
7 - 25

* For the remaining weeks, see the 19 week syllabus

Teaching and learning

* For the remaining weeks, please see the 19 week syllabus.
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19 week syllabus – Term 1

R = reading  W = writing  S = speaking  L = listening

Week  
1 - 5

 z Grammar for writing in an academic context 
including academic register, from sentence to 
paragraph, accuracy (W)

 z Speaking in an academic context including 
academic register, fluency and accuracy (S) 

 z Lecture: listening and note-taking skills (L)

 z Specific vocabulary development: advertising, 
design, trends, art movements and artists 
(R,W,S,L)

 z Continued development of vocabulary for general 
English (R,W,S,L)

 z Academic Culture

Week 6 Speaking and writing assessment

Teaching and learning
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Teaching and learning

19 week syllabus – Term 2

R = reading  W = writing  S = speaking  L = listening

Week  
7 - 8

 z Introduction to Academic Culture at UAL

 z Research skills (R)

 z Further development of vocabulary (R,W,S,L)

 z Writing skills for a biography (W)

 z Group presentations (S, L)

 z Individual presentations (S, L)

Week  
9 - 10

 z Critical Exhibition Review – language of reviews, 
criticality, vocabulary development (R,W)

 z Development of a paragraph (W)

 z Structure of an exhibition review (W)

 z Reading and listening strategies for an academic 
context (R,L) 

 z Development of speaking skills: seminars and 
discussions (S,L)

Week  
11 - 17

 z Essay writing skills (W)

 z Extended research skills – primary and secondary 
research (R)

 z Presentation skills (S)

 z Seminar skills (S, L)

 z Reading and Listening skills – functional and 
academic (R,L)

 z Reflective writing (W)

 z Extending academic vocabulary (R, W, S, L)

 z Extending vocabulary relating to art and design 
topics (R, W, S, L)

 z Language for Academic Studies – online resource 
for independent study

Week 18 Assessment Week

Week 19 Resits and results. Pre-Departure workshop

Teaching and learning
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Teaching and learning

13 week syllabus 

R = reading  W = writing  S = speaking  L = listening

Week  
1 - 2

 z Introduction to Academic Culture at UAL

 z Research skills (R)

 z Further development of vocabulary (R,W,S,L)

 z Writing skills for a biography (W)

 z Group presentations (S, L)

 z Individual presentations (S, L)

Week  
3 - 4

 z Critical Exhibition Review – language of reviews, 
criticality, vocabulary development (R,W)

 z Development of a paragraph (W)

 z Structure of an exhibition review (W)

 z Reading and listening strategies for an academic 
context (R,L)

 z Development of speaking skills: seminars and 
discussions (S,L)

Week  
5 - 11

 z Essay writing skills (W)

 z Extended research skills – primary and secondary 
research (R)

 z Presentation skills (S)

 z Seminar skills (S, L)

 z Reading and Listening skills – functional and 
academic (R,L)

 z Reflective writing (W)

 z Extending academic vocabulary (R, W, S, L)

 z Extending vocabulary relating to art and design 
topics (R, W, S, L)

 z Language for Academic Studies – online resource 
for independent study

Week 12 Assessment Week

Week 13 Resits and results. Pre-Departure workshop

Teaching and learning
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Teaching and learning

9 week syllabus 

R = reading  W = writing  S = speaking  L = listening

Week  
1 - 7

 z Essay writing skills (W)

 z Extended research skills – primary and secondary 
research (R)

 z Presentation skills (S)

 z Seminar skills (S, L)

 z Reading and Listening skills – functional and 
academic (R,L)

 z Reflective writing (W)

 z Extending academic vocabulary (R, W, S, L)

 z Extending vocabulary relating to art and design 
topics (R, W, S, L)

 z Language for Academic Studies – online resource 
for independent study.

Week 8 Assessment Week

Week 9 Resits and results. Pre-Departure workshop

Teaching and learning
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