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Decolonising the Archives:  

Research Residency Programme 2021 

 
Call for proposals 

 
University of the Arts London 

UAL Decolonising Arts Institute in partnership with  
UAL Archives, Museum and Special Collections  

 
 

About the programme 
 
Decolonising the Archives is a collaborative initiative at University of the Arts 
London (UAL), developed by UAL Decolonising Arts Institute in partnership with UAL 
Archives and Special Collections Centre (ASCC). Following the inaugural 2020 
research residency programme, we are pleased to announce a second call for 
proposals for a series of residencies in 2021.  
 
Decolonising the Archives continues to build on ASCC’s ongoing residency 
programme (2017-2022), supported by the Museums, Galleries and Collections 
Fund, Research England, and UAL Library’s wider initiatives to decolonise the 
curriculum. The collaborative partnership with UAL Decolonising Arts Institute seeks 
to place questions of decolonisation and decolonial praxes at the core of collections 
practice and research: 
 

• What does it mean to decolonise the arts? 

• How do we decolonise the university from within? 

• How can we dismantle and transform what we know and what we do? 
 
We understand decolonisation in an expansive sense suggested by Arundhati Roy: 
 

“Whose colonisation of whom are we talking about? Some countries have 
colonised other countries, some cultures have colonised other cultures, some 
races and castes have colonised and enslaved others, some languages have 
colonised other languages, some religions have eviscerated others, some 
ideologies have wiped out others, some genders have dominated and 
oppressed others. The categories are infinite, the hierarchies complicated and 
intersecting, the project of domination ongoing.” 
 

(Arundhati Roy, 2017, The Guardian) 
 



 

 2 

The 2020 Decolonising the Archives researchers’ papers will be published online 
at the end of January 2021. They are: 

• Dr Elisa Adami: ‘Decolonial Dovetailing: Potential Encounters and Archival 
Elisions in Thorold Dickinson’s Archive’ 

• Dr Khairani Barokka: ‘Caption in Red Thread: D/deaf and Disabled Narratives 
in the African-Caribbean, Asian, and African Art in Britain Archive’ 

• Dr Ana Gonzalez Rueda: ‘Disorienting the Gaze: Ngozi Onwurah’s Early 
Films’ 

• Dr Mohammad Namazi: ‘Listening Back to the Archives’ 
 

2021 Decolonising the Archives: Research Residency Programme  
 
We will award bursaries of up to £6,000 for the purpose of supporting postdoctoral 
research undertaken flexibly on a part-time basis from March to November 2021. 
Researchers are expected to spend approximately 25-30 days over a nine-month 
period working with our collections, sharing research in progress, and producing a 
paper for publication and dissemination through the Institute’s channels at the end of 
the residency. 
 
The residencies are opportunities to interrogate UAL’s archives and special 
collections through critical and creative research strategies that engage decolonial 
thinking/doing and questions of decolonisation. We invite proposals that focus on a 
specific collection or aspect of a collection, and/or a single artwork(s) or archival 
object(s) held at one of the repositories listed below. We welcome approaches that 
may challenge, for example, dominant narratives of identity, nation, culture, 
language, heritage, Britishness, Eurocentrism, Westernisation, modernism, 
feminism, radicalism, activism, whiteness, blackness, race, class, gender, sexuality, 
dis/ability, age, belief, and/or the politics of institutional memory and archival 
silences.   
 
Residencies will be largely remote while lockdown restrictions remain in place due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Physical access arrangements to UAL sites are under 
constant review in accordance with government guidance. As such, researchers may 
propose, for example, to work primarily with digital artefacts, and/or the narrative 
practices and interpretative processes around our collections. Proposals should not 
rely on physical engagement with the collections and need to be adaptable to the 
rapidly changing circumstances. Some of the materials in our collections are already 
available digitally, and there may be scope for limited further digitisation of material 
to facilitate engagement off-site 
 
Researchers in Residence will: 

• Receive a bursary of £5,000 to cover fee and any expenses. (Additional 
support of up to £1,000 towards output production costs may be awarded, 
subject to approval.) 

• Undertake an agreed programme of work over a nine-month period 
(approximately 25-30 days). 
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• Digitally access UAL Archives and Special Collections materials, supported by 
Museum, Library and ASCC staff. (Physical access will be facilitated where 
possible, subject to Covid restrictions.)    

• Participate in regular online research sharing meetings supported by Institute 
and collections staff. 

• Provide regular updates on their research progress, for example posting to 
the UAL ‘Into the Archive’ blog and UAL social media. 

• Present their research at an Institute symposium in autumn 2021. 

• Produce one or more outputs by the end of November 2021. Outputs must 
include a substantial text for first publication by UAL (e.g. a written paper of 
6,000 to 8,000 words, including experimental essay forms). Additional outputs 
that extend the reach and impact of the work can also be proposed, such as a 
performance recording or soundwork. 

• Participate in evaluation and feedback at the end of the programme. 
 

About UAL Decolonising Arts Institute 
 
The UAL Decolonising Arts Institute has been in development since late 
2018. Conceived as a decentred, porous and evolving space, the Institute seeks to 
challenge colonial histories and imperial legacies, to drive and support cultural, 
social and institutional change through arts practice and research, and to recognize 
past and ongoing work. Our 2020-21 pilot programme has grown out of new and 
ongoing partnerships, including with the University’s Archives and Special 
Collections, Arts Council Collection, British Council Collection, Government Art 
Collection and the Contemporary Arts Society, with funding from Research England, 
the British Art Network and Art Fund. Recent and forthcoming public events include 
online Conversations, Roundtables and Visiting Speakers, with podcasts and e-
publications to follow. Find out more about the Decolonising Arts Institute. 
 

About UAL Archives, Museum and Special Collections 
 
UAL Archives, Museum and Special Collections are working to decolonise the 
curricula within the wider context of UAL initiatives to become an anti-racist 
university, promoting the preservation and interrogation of archive collections, 
developing programmes of activity and engagement to inspire and provoke creative 
and critical practice, sharing perspectives and strategies in the area of 
decolonisation, and encouraging collaboration with research communities at UAL 
and beyond. 
 
Researchers in residence will be associated with one of the UAL repositories listed 
below:  

The UAL Archives and Special Collections Centre (ASCC) holds unique and 
diverse archives and collections that offer rich resources for research spanning 
screen and print histories, graphic design, media and sound arts, functional objects 
and works by UAL alumni. Details of our collections can be found through our web 
pages and catalogues, with a few highlighted below: 
 

https://www.arts.ac.uk/ual-decolonising-arts-institute
http://collections.arts.ac.uk/
https://www.arts.ac.uk/students/library-services/special-collections-and-archives
https://www.arts.ac.uk/students/library-services/special-collections-and-archives
https://archives.arts.ac.uk/Calmview/


 

 4 

• The UAL Art Collection consists of more than 850 artworks by UAL alumni 
since 1987, across a wide variety of media reflecting UAL's many disciplines. 
You can search the collection using the online catalogue  

• Tell Us About It is an ongoing archive of work produced by students of colour 
across UAL, reflecting on their learning experiences through written pieces, 
photo books, sketchbooks, mind maps, artefacts and DVDs. You can search 
the archive using the online catalogue. Digitised items are available here  

• The David Usborne Collection contains over 500 functional objects dating 
from the twentieth century, including apparatus, instruments and tools 
representing a range of disciplines and geographies. You can search the 
collection using the online catalogue. 

The CSM Museum and Study Collection at Central Saint Martins, (CSM) tells the 
story of the College’s rich history through archive material and work produced by 
staff, students and alumni. The Museum also houses a teaching collection which 
spans the 13th century to the present day, and includes early printed books, 
manuscripts, 1920s German film posters, textiles and garments. The Museum has a 
strong track record in experimental practices, particularly around object-based 
learning and object-led wellbeing. More recently, the Museum has developed a 
programme of work around decolonisation, encompassing collaborative curatorial 
projects and an audit of existing collections. You can find out more about the CSM 
Museum & Study Collection here and search the online catalogue here. 
 

CSM is also home to the British Artist’s Film and Video Study Collection, 
a unique research collection dedicated to the work of UK and international moving 
image artists. Founded in 2000 by David Curtis, it comprises of copies of film and 
video works, publications, paper documents, posters as well as other material 
relating to artists’ moving image such as exhibitions, events, and institutions. You 
can search the online catalogue here. 

The internationally renowned Special Collections at Chelsea College of Arts 
Library include artists’ books and magazines, multiples, ephemera and a range of 
archives. The African-Caribbean, Asian and African Art in Britain Archive, 
established in 1985, is a key historical resource documenting the Black Arts 
movement and other artists from diverse backgrounds working in the UK from the 
1970s onwards. In addition to supporting use of these collections in teaching, 
learning and research, we are currently working with students and staff on a range of 
decolonisation initiatives, including the Reading Collections reading group and the 
Decolonising the Arts Curriculum project. You can explore Chelsea College of Arts 
Library, Special Collections here.  
 

Eligibility 
 
The call is open to postdoctoral researchers with a relevant arts background from 
any UK-based University, as well as applicants who hold equivalent research 
experience (including practice-based). Applications from current PhD students will be 
considered if the opportunity clearly aligns with their research.  
 

http://collections.arts.ac.uk/collections/ual
http://archives.arts.ac.uk/CalmView/TreeBrowse.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&field=RefNo&key=TU
https://www.shadesofnoir.org.uk/artefacts/tell-us-about-it/
http://collections.arts.ac.uk/collections/david_usborne
https://www.arts.ac.uk/colleges/central-saint-martins/about-csm/museum-and-study-collection
https://www.arts.ac.uk/colleges/central-saint-martins/about-csm/museum-and-study-collection
http://collections.arts.ac.uk/collections/csm;jsessionid=4AD9A39C68A336731AF9B138D8594B3A
http://collections.arts.ac.uk/collections/bafv;jsessionid=4AD9A39C68A336731AF9B138D8594B3A
https://www.arts.ac.uk/students/library-services/stories/reading-collections
https://decolonisingtheartscurriculum.myblog.arts.ac.uk/chelsea/
https://www.arts.ac.uk/students/library-services/special-collections-and-archives/chelsea-collections-and-archives
https://www.arts.ac.uk/students/library-services/special-collections-and-archives/chelsea-collections-and-archives


 

 5 

How to apply 
 
Your submission should provide the following information using the form below: 

• Your full name and your affiliated institution or organisation (if applicable) 

• A short CV (max 2 pages) including relevant links to related past projects   

• Your proposed project title 

• A summary of your proposed project (max 100 words) 

• A detailed project proposal (max 500 words) outlining: 
o Your interest in a particular UAL archive or collection 
o Your preliminary research question(s)   
o Your anticipated approaches and methods 
o How your project meets the aims of the residency 
o An estimated budget breakdown to support the production of outputs 

(up to £1,000) 
 
Submissions will be accepted by email only to: decolonisingartsinstitute@arts.ac.uk 
and should include the subject line: 2021 Decolonising the Archives – Research 
Residency Proposal 
 
The deadline for submissions is 25 January 2021, 5pm. 
Online interviews for shortlisted applicants will take place on 29 January 2021. 
 

Key dates 

 
• Deadline for submissions: 25 January 2021, 5pm. 

• Online interviews:  29 January 2021 

• Residency dates: 1 March – 30 November 2021 

• Symposium: November 2021 tbc  
 

Further information 
 
For programme queries, please contact: decolonisingartsinstitute@arts.ac.uk  
 
For queries about a specific archive or collection, please contact one of the below:  

• Sarah Mahurter, Manager, UAL Archives and Special Collections Centre  
s.mahurter@arts.ac.uk  

• Gustavo Grandal Montero, Academic Support Librarian, Chelsea College of 
Arts Library g.grandal-montero@chelsea.arts.ac.uk  

• Judy Willcocks, Head of CSM Museum & Study Collection 
j.willcocks@csm.arts.ac.uk   

mailto:decolonisingartsinstitute@arts.ac.uk
mailto:decolonisingartsinstitute@arts.ac.uk
mailto:s.mahurter@arts.ac.uk
mailto:g.grandal-montero@chelsea.arts.ac.uk
mailto:j.willcocks@csm.arts.ac.uk
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