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Awarding Body University of the Arts London 

College London College of Communication 

School University of the Arts London 

Programme Journalism and Publishing (L045) 

FHEQ Level Level 7 Masters 

Course Credits 180 

Mode Full Time 

Duration of Course 1 year 

Valid From September 1st 2019 

QAA Subject Benchmark Communication, media, film and cultural studies  

UAL Subject 
Classification Journalism, PR, media and publishing  

JACS Code P500 - Journalism 

UCAS Code N/A  

PSRB N/A  

Work placement offered N/A  

Course Entry 
Requirements 

The course will welcome applicants with a BA (Hons) 
qualification or a background in journalism, the media or a 
related field, who can demonstrate (through personal 
statement, portfolio or interview) an interest in the use of 
data and social media tools in the creation of journalistic 
narratives. 

The course will also be appropriate for students with a 
background in design or computing, who are looking to 
develop a journalistic practice. It will also be suitable for 
applicants currently working in journalism who are 
interested in developing a specialism in social and data. 

If you do not have the required qualifications, but do have 
professional experience, you may be eligible to gain credit 
for previous learning and experience through the 



Accreditation of Prior and Experiential Learning (APEL) i.e. 
professional experience or a combination of courses and 
work experience. 

Educational level may be demonstrated by: 

• Honours degree; 
• Possession of equivalent qualifications; 
• Prior experiential learning, the outcome of which can be 

demonstrated to be equivalent to formal qualifications 
otherwise required; 

• Or a combination of formal qualifications and 
experiential learning which, taken together, can be 
demonstrated to be equivalent to formal qualifications 
otherwise required. 

APEL (Accreditation of Prior Experiential Learning) 

Applicants who do not meet these course entry 
requirements may still be considered in exceptional cases. 
The course team will consider each application that 
demonstrates additional strengths and alternative evidence. 
This might, for example, be demonstrated by: 

• Related academic or work experience 
• The quality of the personal statement 
• A strong academic or other professional reference 
• OR a combination of these factors 

Each application will be considered on its own merit but we 
cannot guarantee an offer in each case. 

Language requirements (International/EU) 

All classes are conducted in English. If English is not your first 
language, we strongly recommend you let us know your 
English language test score in your application. 

If you have booked a test or are awaiting your results, please 
indicate this in your application. When asked to upload a CV 
as part of your application, please include any information 
about your English test score. 



• IELTS 7.0 (or equivalent) is required, with a minimum of 
6.0 in each of the four skills 

• If your first language is not English, you can check you 
have achieved the correct IELTS level in English on 
the Language Requirements page 

For further details regarding international admissions and 
advice please visit the International Applications page.  

 
Selection Criteria Offers will be made based on the following selection criteria, 

which applicants are expected to demonstrate: 

• Evidence of a critical knowledge and/or experience of 
data journalism that would indicate potential to 
successfully undertake the programme of study 

• An academic or professional background in a relevant 
area 

• A well-articulated rationale for applying for the 
course that demonstrates an enthusiasm for data 
journalism 

• A demonstrable capacity for intellectual enquiry and 
openness to new ideas 

http://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/language-centre/language-requirements
http://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/apply/postgraduate


Awards and Percentage of Scheduled Learning 

Year 1 

Percentage of Scheduled Learning 17 

Awards Credits 

Postgraduate Certificate (Exit Only) 
 

60 
 

Postgraduate Diploma (Exit Only) 
 

120 
 

Master of Arts 
 

180 
 

 
  



Course Aims and Outcomes 
The Aims and Outcomes of this Course are as follows: 

Aim/Outcome Description  

Aim Support you in developing your practice and criticality in a way that is 
appropriate to your future in the field of journalism 

Aim Help you develop an understanding of ethical issues in journalism and 
how these may apply the fields of data 

Aim Enable you to develop narratives and communicate information to a 
wide range of audiences 

Aim 
Promote the value of experimentation and risk-taking in the 
development of your individual practice and of the disciplines of data 
journalism 

Aim Prepare you for a career in the fields of data journalism or related 
areas or for study at PhD level 

Aim Support you in the development of independent and collaborative 
journalistic practices 

Aim 

Support you in the development of the theoretical, historical, 
professional and ethical understanding and creative, practical, 
technical and organizational methods that will enable you to compete 
a self-directed journalistic project that is original, rigorous and 
engaging. 

Outcome 

Carry out a substantial original journalistic project in the field of data 
journalism, involving original research demonstrating the advanced use 
of narrative techniques in one or more media (Enquiry, Realisation, 
Knowledge, Process, Communication) 

Outcome Use critical thinking, contextual knowledge and understanding to 
engage with complex ethical issues (Enquiry, Knowledge, Process) 

Outcome 

Understand the strengths and weaknesses of a range of digital and 
journalistic tools and techniques and use them effectively to develop 
narratives and communicate information effectively and engagingly to 
a range of audiences (Enquiry, Knowledge, Communication, 
Realisation, Process) 

Outcome Develop innovative and effective approaches to the subject and 
practice of data journalism that contribute to the expansion of the 



boundaries of what can be delivered in the field (Enquiry, Knowledge, 
Process, Realisation, Communication) 

Outcome 
Work effectively both independently and collaboratively with partners 
from different backgrounds and disciplines on journalistic projects 
(Process, Realisation, Communication) 

 
  



 Distinctive Features 

1 The course will take a strongly practice-focused approach to data journalism 

2 

It will have a strongly collaborative ethos and benefit from strong existing 
relationships with organisations such as the BBC, Google News Lab and 
Transparency International, as well as with staff and students in other disciplines 
within the college 

3 

The course will support you in initiating and delivering your own research-led body 
of enquiry in the field of data journalism, engaging with the social and ethical 
implications of this practice and developing your own highly-informed critical 
position. 

4 You'll benefit from being part of a community that spans the disciplines of design, 
publishing, advertising, public relations, media communications and photography. 

 
  



Course Detail 

On this new practice-led course, you’ll research and deliver your own journalistic 
project in the field of data journalism, exploring areas in news and investigation as well 
as in cultural, lifestyle and feature-based journalism. 

Great reasons to apply 

• Learn how to collect, manage and interpret data in order to find and tell 
journalistic stories in a range of media. 

• Develop skills in research, community-building and narrative skills on Twitter, 
Instagram and other social platforms. 

• As part of LCC’s Media School, you'll benefit from being part of a community 
that spans the disciplines of publishing, advertising, public relations, media 
communications, photography, and journalism. 

Course Units 

Unit 1: Data Journalism: Theory and Context (20 Credits) 

Assessment requirements: A 4,000-word fully-referenced essay that critically examines 
theoretical and ethical issues in journalism and data journalism and positions your own 
practice within the field. It should consider key trends, movements and practitioners and 
examine the social and cultural role and responsibility of a data journalist. 

Teaching and learning methods: Lectures and seminars, tutorials and self-directed study. 

Unit 2: Multimedia Journalism (40 Credits) 

Assessment requirements: A portfolio of journalism demonstrating the application of 
journalistic tools and techniques in a digital context and a strong appreciation of news 
values and skills in storygetting, research, narrative and promotion. 

 Teaching and learning methods: Lectures and workshops with staff and guest speakers, 
tutorials, self-directed study. 

 Unit 3: Introduction to data and analysis (20 credits) 

Assessment requirements: A portfolio comprising an idea for a piece of journalism, at 
least three sets of relevant data and a 2,000-word reflective report that analyses the data 
and how it might be used to generate and support the journalistic idea and considers the 

https://www.arts.ac.uk/colleges/london-college-of-communication/about-lcc/media-school


practical and ethical issues involved in gathering, managing and storing the data. 

 Teaching and learning methods: Lectures and workshops with staff and guest speakers, 
tutorials, self-directed study. 

 Unit 4: Data Journalism in Practice (40 credits) 

Assessment requirements: A portfolio consisting of a completed piece of data 
journalism, the research and development work that supported it and a group 
presentation on the project. 

 Teaching and learning methods: Lectures and workshops with staff and guest speakers, 
tutorials, self-directed study. 

 Unit 5: Collaborative Unit (20 Credits) 

Assessment requirements: A portfolio of work that will include research, project work, 
critical analysis and an individual critical self-reflection on the nature of collaborative 
working and learning 

 Teaching and learning methods: There will be briefing sessions, workshops and 
tutorials offered to support the unit. However, this is a student-driven unit where the 
emphasis is placed on student’s using their initiative, demonstrating independence and 
a professional approach to self-directed group work, collaborative research and project 
management. 

 Unit 6: Final Major Project (60 Credits) 

Assessment requirements: A substantial piece or body of data journalism on a topic and 
in a form agreed with your tutor. As a guide, a project that consists entirely of written 
journalism would be expected to be 8,000 words in length. A 1,000-word business plan 
and pitching document. 

Teaching and learning methods: Lectures and seminars, tutorials and self-directed study. 

Learning and Teaching Methods 

Practice-based workshops 

Much of the teaching will take place in workshops in which, under the guidance of 
specialist staff and industry experts, you will develop the practical skills of data 
journalism and apply them to a range of projects. 



  

Integration of theory and practice 

The course will be conceptually driven with a detailed study of theoretical issues 
supporting the development of practice. 

 Collaborative and independent working 

You will work with students on the course, on other courses in the college and with 
industry experts. You will also work independently on your own projects: in particular 
the final major project. 

 Industry engagement and site visits 

The course will build on the programme’s industry links to involve media professionals 
in teaching and guest lectures and to arrange visits to newsrooms and other relevant 
locations. 

Assessment Methods 

Essays 

Practical Projects 

Project Proposals 

Business Plan 

Reflective Reports 

Presentations 

Reference Points 

The following reference points were used in designing the course: 

UAL’s  Learning and Teaching Policies 

UAL’s Level Descriptors 

UAL’s Creative Attributes Framework 



Framework for Higher Education Qualifications 

Art and Design Subject Benchmark Statement 

Consultation with industry professionals 

Consultation with students and alumni 
 



 



 

The University will use all reasonable endeavours to provide the Course and the services described in this 
Output. There may be occasions whereby the University needs to add, remove or alter content in relation 
to your Course as may be appropriate for example the latest requirements of a commissioning or 
accrediting body, or in response to student feedback, or to comply with applicable law or due to 
circumstances beyond its control. The University aim to inform you of any changes as soon as is 
reasonably practicable 

© 2019 University of the Arts London 
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