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BA (Hons) Fine Art - Year 1 and 2 
Awarding Body University of the Arts London 

College Central Saint Martins 

Programme Art (L027) 

Course AOS Code CSMBAARTF01 

FHEQ Level Level 6 Degree 

Course Credits 360 

Mode Full Time 

Duration of Course 3 years 

Teaching Weeks 90 weeks 

Valid From 2022/23 

QAA Subject 
Benchmark Art and Design 

Collaboration N/A 

UAL Subject 
Classification Fine art 

HECoS Code 100059 - Fine Art 

UCAS Code W100 

PSRB N/A 

Work placement 
offered Yes 

Course Entry 
Requirements 

The standard entry requirements for this course are as 
follows: 

One of the following accepted full Level 3 qualifications: 

APPROVED 
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•Pass at Foundation Diploma in Art and Design
(Level 3 or 4) 

•Merit, Pass, Pass (MPP) at BTEC Extended
Diploma (preferred subjects include Art, Art and 
Design or Design and Technology) 

•Pass at UAL Extended Diploma
•Access to Higher Education Diploma equivalent to

64 UCAS tariff points (preferred subjects include 
Art, Art and Design or Design and Technology) 

•Equivalent EU/international qualifications, such as
International Baccalaureate Diploma (24 points) 

And three GCSE passes at grade 4 or above (grade A*–
C). 

Entry to this course will also be determined by 
assessment of your portfolio. 

AP(E)L – Accreditation of Prior (Experiential) 
Learning 

Exceptionally applicants who do not meet these course 
entry requirements may still be considered. The course 
team will consider each application that demonstrates 
additional strengths and alternative evidence. This might, 
for example, be demonstrated by:  

•Related academic or work experience
•The quality of the personal statement
•A strong academic or other professional reference

Or a combination of these factors. 

Each application will be considered on its own merit but 
we cannot guarantee an offer in each case. 

English language requirements 

IELTS score of 6.0 or above, with at least 5.5 in reading, 
writing, listening and speaking (please check our main 
English language requirements webpage). 

Selection Criteria Applicants are selected according to their demonstration 
of potential and current ability to: 

https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/language-centre/english-language-requirements
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Work imaginatively and creatively in visual media: 

•Engage with experimentation and invention
•Show imagination and ambition in their visual work

Demonstrate a range of skills and technical abilities that: 

•Show personal commitment to skills development
•Engage with materials and processes.

Provide evidence of intellectual enquiry within your work: 

•Demonstrate curiosity and a willingness
to research around themes and practices 
relevant to your interests 

•Reflect critically on your learning.

Demonstrate cultural awareness and/or contextual 
framework of your work by: 

• Identifying a range of historical and contemporary
art practices 

• Identifying social and/or cultural influences on your
work. 

Demonstrate an ability to articulate and communicate 
your intentions with clarity: 

•Make use of appropriate and effective
communication and presentation skills 

Indicate the relevance of this course to your personal 
development through discussion around: 

•Your own ideas beyond set project briefs
•Your willingness to work both collaboratively and

independently 
•Your knowledge of this course.

What we are looking for 

We are interested in students who are prepared to 
question and to take a critical perspective and who show 
potential to develop as innovative artists. 
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Scheduled Learning 
and Teaching 

Following two years of disruption due to Covid 19 we are 
glad to be returning to normal delivery in 2022/23. This 
means on campus face-to-face activities such as course 
projects, lectures, seminars, and studio work, except for 
courses designed to be delivered online.  

Scheduled learning and teaching activity may include 
lectures, seminars, studio and workshop briefings, 
tutorials, external visits and project briefings.  
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Awards and Percentage of Scheduled Learning 

Year 1 

Awards Credits 

Certificate of Higher Education (Exit Only) 120 

Year 2 
Awards Credits 

Diploma of Higher Education (Exit Only) 240 

Year 3 
Awards Credits 

Bachelor of Arts 360 

Scheduled Learning Split by Level 

Level 4 18% 

Level 5 9% 

Level 6 17% 

Total Scheduled Learning Split 13% 
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Course Aims and Outcomes 
The Aims and Outcomes of this Course are as follows: 

Aim/Outcome Description 

Aim Enable the intellectual and technical production of art which 
realises individual creative potential and direction. 

Aim 
Develop investigative, critically reflective and independent 
learning through the study, debate and practice of contemporary 
fine art in historical, theoretical, social and cultural contexts. 

Aim 

Provide supportive and inclusive learning environments for the 
acquisition of specialist and generic skills and knowledge 
necessary for professionally responsible, independent and 
collaborative practice in fine art, related sectors and postgraduate 
study. 

Outcome Evidence a considered approach to art making, through 
exploration, experimentation, problem solving and invention. 

Outcome 
Demonstrate a diagnostic and creative application of the 
understanding of the relationship between the technical and 
conceptual aspects of media and their use. 

Outcome 

Demonstrate a considered and coherent approach to the 
gathering, organisation, use and critical evaluation of relevant 
research material, to contextualise your work, and that of others, 
effectively. 

Outcome 
Exercise significant judgement in the appropriate communication 
of information, ideas and proposals in visual, written and oral 
forms. 

Outcome 

Demonstrate the ability to deploy the creative, practical and 
professional skills and resilience necessary to work within the 
visual arts and/or related cultural industries, responsibly, 
independently and collaboratively. 
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Distinctive Features 

1 

Breadth. This is a very broad-based Fine Art course posing two distinctive 
questions that overarch the experience of the students, irrespective of their 
focus in relation to media or form: what is the site of production, and what is the 
site of encounter? 

2 

Experimentation. The culture of Fine Art at CSM is constantly evolving through 
a commitment to event-based teaching operating throughout the course. In this 
way staff and student experience is; open to new influences, responsive to 
shifts in the contemporary landscape, enriched by staff research and practice. 
Students’ own practice is constantly refreshed through experimentation and 
positive challenge. 

3 

Community. The whole of the Art programme at CSM, undergraduate and 
postgraduate, regularly comes together as a community around actions and 
activities that celebrate and forefront themes emerging from within our practice 
and research culture. Working collaboratively and speculatively within the 
community of art education, to propose new futures for a sustainable practice 
beyond the course. 

4 

Publics. BA Fine Art at CSM is actively outward facing. Teaching projects 
engage with public, professional and social organisations across the local and 
regional geographies of London and beyond. A diverse range of established 
partners include; iconic art galleries and museums, local schools and 
community resources, artist led initiatives and studio organisations, 
international art institutions, and businesses motivated by the potential of art. 
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Course Detail 

Welcome to the Fine Art BA where you will develop the creative and critical skills 
to challenge prevailing artistic conventions. You and your contemporaries are the 
creative practitioners of the future and together we can question and remake the 
cultural landscape of today. 

BA Fine Art at Central Saint Martins asks two core questions in relation to art; 
what is the site of production and what is the site of encounter? 

At CSM we continually challenge what we think art is. We recognise the broad 
diversity of social, political, cultural, economic and technological contexts in which 
contemporary art is made and exhibited. Working together, staff and students 
interrogate the multiple and varied ways in which artists make work and make 
work public. 

The course is organised into four studios; 2D, 3D, 4D and XD. Each studio 
engages students with specific critical perspectives and technical inductions. You 
are encouraged to develop your work in relation to different forms of practice 
across any range of media. The studios embody an inter-disciplinary approach 
and this is reflected in the cross-studio events that are structured throughout the 
course. We make in ways that reflect the full range of materials, technologies and 
discourses exploited by artists today. 

Your studio will provide you with an experimental space where discoveries can 
occur. For this to keep happening the studio has to be perpetually reinvented, 
functioning as laboratory, performative site, social space and discursive 
environment. The notion of studio refers to any space for making and exploration. 
Artists always find new ways to make work with different resources, finding new 
places to make work that utilise innovative and established production processes. 
At CSM, the studios reflect these trends. You will work with staff to develop and 
model the studio appropriate to the needs of the group.  

Experimental forms of exhibition-making take place within each stage of the 
course. Exhibitions happen both in the University and in public venues, in 
conventional and non-conventional physical and non-physical spaces. Recent 
examples include, Camden Collective, Archway Tower, British Library, Camden 
Arts Centre, performances within the Tate Turbine Hall and Tate Exchange, Arts 
Media Islington School and Crumbles Activity Playground. 

Students can also opt to take the year-long Diploma in Professional Studies 
between Stages 2 and 3, offering highly focused and personalised work 
placements which help them develop enhanced communication, networking, and 
organisational skills. In recent years, students have had placements at Tate 
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Modern, The Royal Festival Hall, professional artist studios and the National 
Theatre. 

We embrace the rapidly changing and broad contexts of the Art-world. Our 
intention is to radically question, challenge, disrupt and provoke to create answers 
to art futures and future art practices. 

Course Units 

BA Fine Art integrates studio practice, Critical Studies and Professional 
Development through teaching both within the Studio structure and across the 
year group at key moments. Students are allocated to a Studio at the start of the 
course however pathway transfer is possible. 

Each Studio has a distinct culture that is orientated around particular discussions, 
themes and resources. As the student progresses through the course, the 
relationship between the Studios is progressively porous. We encourage students 
to take a fluid and flexible approach to their use of media and understanding of 
artistic discipline.  

The Studios 

The way we work and create starts with exploration speculation and enquiry and 
this takes place through materials, processes of making, dialogue and criticality. 
Theory and practice are understood in relation to one another, integrating both 
studio and contextual studies contexts. 

2D explores how making is informed by contemporary culture, politics and social 
forms as much as by questions of the image and abstraction. It considers the 
screen, the picture plane and surface as fundamental aspects of visual 
production. Technical inductions are positioned in terms of these questions. In the 
studio, we discuss how diverse disciplines, practices and forms of thought can be 
mixed.  

3D explores matter, scale, production, material and immaterial form in relation to 
place and audience. Students are inducted into a range of traditional and new 3D 
technologies, and to the debates surrounding hybrid production processes. The 
studio is a place where the reading, writing and creation of spaces can take place 
and be questioned. 3D challenges a conventional understanding of the studio, the 
exhibition and institutional spaces.  

4D explores time-based, durational performative and interdisciplinary practices. 
Critical and philosophical positions are explored in relation to practice and current 
ideas such as the post- medium condition, the apparatus of technology and 
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temporality are considered. The Studio is experimental in approach and explores 
how this might challenge conventions of practice. In this context, the ‘open work’ 
is engaged as a site where collaboration and production take place.  

XD explores the possibilities of not only ‘what does art mean?’ but also ‘what can 
art do?’ and ‘where can art be?’ The implications of working across different sites 
and placing art in particular situations and communities questions the rights and 
responsibilities of the artist in relation to audiences and the environment. The 
studio is considered as a laboratory where ideas for interventions in the practice 
of everyday life can be generated. 

Stage 1 

Unit 1: What is an Art School? (Introduction to Study in Higher Education) 
Unit 2: What is a Studio? 
Unit 3: What is Practice? 
Unit 4: What is an Exhibition? 

Stage 1 asks you to consider; Where do we make work and what is practice?  

Starting with an introduction to Art School in which you will be guided through the 
various teaching methods and events deployed on the course. You will 
experience learning through each other, staff practice, staff networks, tutorials, 
lectures, critical discussion, seminars and self-directed study. Through this, you 
will actively shape and inform the teaching environment of the course. 

The nature of the studio shifts in relation to what the studio community choose to 
do with it. You will be inducted to a wide range of workshops. Studio and Critical 
Studies staff will support you in beginning to identify interests and concerns that 
will nourish your practice as an artist. 

By the end of Stage 1 you will have established ways of making in the studio 
appropriate to your interests. With the support of tutors, you will be able to 
confidently self-direct the development of your own work. 

Stage 2 

Unit 5: How Do We Make? 
Unit 6: How Do We Think? 
Unit 7: How Can We Write? 
Unit 8: How is Work Encountered? 
Unit 9: Creative Unions: Socially Engaged Practices for an Ethical World 
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Stage 2 is about how we make work public.  

You will continue to establish and develop your practice with an added emphasis 
on how and where to exhibit your work. 

The year-group will have the opportunity to present work within the university in a 
number of cross programme curated exhibitions and open studios where the art 
programme opens its doors to the general public. You will also select from a 
range of external projects designed to further question the many ways in which 
you might make elements of your practice public. 

In Critical Studies you will begin to focus on concerns specific to your practice and 
start to establish a habit of enquiry that directly supports your studio work, forms a 
part of it, and generates new ideas or thinking. 

By the end of Stage 2, you will have identified a range of strategies for making 
your work public and begun to contextualise your practice exploring how your 
work might be publicly encountered.  

Stage 3 

Unit 10: Are There Any Questions? (Dissertation) 
Unit 11: What is Fine Art? 

Stage 3 is about how you extend your practice beyond CSM.  

Stage 3 will give you the tools to theoretically, culturally, politically and socially 
contextualise your work. You will be supported to identify strategies for 
establishing a sustainable practice beyond the course and empowered to plan 
your own career trajectory within the cultural industries. 

There are only two units in this year, culminating in your dissertation and a series 
of end of year events. These events are developed by students with the support of 
your staff and can take place both within the university and external locations. 

The dissertation and end of year events are strategically placed next to each other 
to give you both the agency and resources to address relevant public and 
professional realms. 

The working week 

The building and studios are vibrant and busy working environments where 
students learn together by being active and giving time to their studies. The 
course team will offer structured teaching and informal learning through events 
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and projects. Students learn the best and are most productive when they are fully 
committed to their practice and to each other. 

You should expect to spend 40 hours per week on independent and collaborative 
practice and in teaching events such as workshops and discussions. 

Critical studies 

Critical Studies tutors are fundamental in the delivery of theory within the course. 
Writing and presentation skills and the ability to articulate practice are a key focus 
and are essential for the practicing artist. 

Critical Studies supports a student’s theoretical exploration and provides the 
methodologies and a conceptual framework for developing practice. This takes 
the form of; lectures, seminars, tutorials and presentations.  

Through Stages 1 and 2 there are a number of different forms of written 
submission leading up to the dissertation in Stage 3. Teams of critical studies and 
studio tutors jointly supervise this. 

Diploma in Professional Studies 

Between Stage 2 and Stage 3 of the course there is an option to take a year out 
and complete a Diploma in Professional Studies. This separate qualification (rated 
at 120 credits) involves researching, undertaking and reflecting on a 20-week 
(minimum) placement related to your professional interests and aspirations. The 
Diploma provides a valuable opportunity to make professional contacts and to 
develop your personal employability skills. In recent years BA Fine Art students 
have had placements at Tate Modern, the Royal Festival Hall, Anthony Gormley’s 
studio and the National Theatre. 

Mode of study 

BA Fine Art runs for 90 weeks in full-time mode. It is divided into three stages over 
three academic years. Each stage lasts 30 weeks. You will be expected to commit 
40 hours per week to study, inclusive of teaching time and independent study. 

Credit and award requirements 

The course is credit-rated at 360 credits, with 120 credits at each stage (level). 

On successfully completing the course, you will gain a Bachelor of Arts with 
Honours (BA Hons degree). 



Page 13 of 16 
CSMBAARTF01 BA (Hons) Fine Art Programme Spec for 2023.24 entry - Year 1 & 2 

students 
 

Under the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications the stages for a BA are: 
Stage 1 (Level 4), Stage 2 (Level 5) and Stage 3 (Level 6). In order to progress to 
the next stage, all units of the preceding stage must normally be passed: 120 
credits must be achieved in each stage. The classification of the award will be 
derived from the marks of units in Stages 2 and 3, or only Stage 3, using a dual 
algorithm. 

If you are unable to continue on the course, a Certificate of Higher Education 
(CertHE) will normally be offered following the successful completion of Level 4 
(or 120 credits), or a Diploma in Higher Education (DipHE) following the 
successful completion of Level 5 (or 240 credits).  

Should you choose to extend your study through the Diploma in Professional 
Studies, between Stage 2 and Stage 3 of the degree, your success will gain you 
an additional Diploma award.  

Learning and Teaching Methods 

The learning and teaching methods devised for this course include: 

• Unit briefing: guidance around what each unit involves and the purpose of 
the activity for the student 

• Inductions and workshops: specialist instruction that is necessary so that 
you can understand the range of possibilities in technical workshops and 
the limitations that have to be imposed to ensure safe practice. 

• Teaching events: taught projects with academic staff both within the studio 
group and in cross programme activities. 

• Off-site work: Specific projects with publicly facing outputs or working with 
external organisations 

• Exchange opportunities: Opportunities for students to study abroad in 
semester2 of their stage 2 

• Personal and group tutorials: both one to one and group activities in which 
students discuss their work, ideas and receive constructive feedback 

• Seminars: led by a member of staff there is a focus upon particular themes 
or questions in this group activity. 

• Critical reviews and presentations: students present a body of work to their 
peers and a member of academic staff.  

• Lectures and guest speakers: Artists and key figures from the art world 
introduce and discuss their practice in a lecture theatre 

• Recommended reading, viewing and visits: a range of references available 
to students from which to select those most appropriate to your work.  

• Independent study: Outside of taught event you will develop your work in 
the context of your studio with the support of your peers. 

• Peer and self-evaluation: you will develop the skills to critically reflect on 
your own work and that of your peers 
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• Assessment feedback: as well as the feedback you are given throughout 
each unit of study you will receive formal written feedback at the end of 
every unit in relation to your grade. 

Assessment Methods 

• Studio work: a body of work presented within the studio or as 
documentation  

• Research and preparatory work: the development of your ideas and the 
contexts of work (theoretical, technical, political) 

• Documentation of work: a body of work digitally presented and submitted 
online 

• Verbal and visual presentations of the work produced for the unit with staff 
and students present 

• Written work: Essays, statements, dissertations that explore your ideas and 
the context of your work. 

• Participation in debate: group discussion with fellow students and staff in 
which work and are discussed and debated  

• Peer and self-critical evaluation: verbal and written feedback on your own 
work and that of your peers. 

Reference Points 

The following reference points were used in designing the course: 

• The Learning and Teaching policies of the University of the Arts London 
• College policies and initiatives 
• HE Level Descriptors 
• Art and Design Benchmark Statement 
• Contemporary fine art practice and culture 
• External professional organisations. 
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Course Diagram 
BA Fine Art – PLEASE NOTE DUE TO VACATION DATES, SPECIFIC DELIVERY WEEKS MAY CHANGE. 
S=summative assessment 
LEVEL 4 – Stage 1 
BLOCK 1 BLOCK 2 
 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
Unit 1: What is an 
Art School? 
(Introduction to 
Study in Higher 
Education) 
(20 credits) 

S Unit 2: What is a Studio? 
(40 credits) S Unit 3: What is Practice? 

(40 credits) S   
Unit 4: What is 
an Exhibition? 
(20 credits) 

S   

LEVEL 5 – Stage 2 
BLOCK 1 BLOCK 2 
 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
Unit 5: How do we Make? 
(40 credits) S Unit 7: How can we Write? 

(20 credits) S Unit 9: Creative 
Unions: Socially 
Engaged 
Practices for an 
Ethical World 
(20 credits) 

S Unit 6: What is Reading? 
(20 credits) S 

Unit 8: How is Work 
Encountered? 
(20 credits) 

S 

  
OPTIONAL DIPLOMA YEAR – LEVEL 5 

  
LEVEL 6 – Stage 3 
BLOCK 1 BLOCK 2 
 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
Unit 10: Are There Any Questions? 
(40 credits) S 

  S   Unit 11: What is Art? 
(80 credits) 
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The University will use all reasonable endeavours to provide the Course and the 
services described in this Output. There may be occasions whereby the University 
needs to add, remove or alter content in relation to your Course as may be appropriate 
for example the latest requirements of a commissioning or accrediting body, or in 
response to student feedback, or to comply with applicable law or due to circumstances 
beyond its control. The University aim to inform you of any changes as soon as is 
reasonably practicable 
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BA (Hons) Fine Art - Year 3 
Awarding Body University of the Arts London 
College Central Saint Martins 
Programme Art (L027) 
Course AOS Code CSMBAARTF01 
FHEQ Level Level 6 Degree 
Course Credits 360 
Mode Full Time 
Duration of Course 3 years 
Teaching Weeks 90 weeks 
Valid From 2022/23 
QAA Subject 
Benchmark Art and Design 

Collaboration N/A 
UAL Subject 
Classification Fine art 

HECoS Code 100059 - Fine Art 
UCAS Code W100 
PSRB N/A 
Work placement 
offered Yes 

Course Entry 
Requirements 

The standard entry requirements for this course are as 
follows: 

One or a combination of the following accepted full Level 
3 qualifications: 

•Pass at Foundation Diploma in Art and Design
(Level 3 or 4) 

•Merit, Pass, Pass (MPP) at BTEC Extended
Diploma (preferred subjects include Art, Art and 
Design or Design and Technology) 

•Pass at UAL Extended Diploma
•Access to Higher Education Diploma equivalent to

64 UCAS tariff points (preferred subjects include 
Art, Art and Design, or Design and Technology) 

APPROVED 
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And three GCSE passes at grade 4 or above (grade A*–
C). Entry to this course will also be determined by 
assessment of your portfolio. 

AP(E)L – Accreditation of Prior (Experiential) 
Learning 

Exceptionally applicants who do not meet these course 
entry requirements may still be considered. The course 
team will consider each application that demonstrates 
additional strengths and alternative evidence. This might, 
for example, be demonstrated by:  

•Related academic or work experience
•The quality of the personal statement
•A strong academic or other professional reference

Or a combination of these factors. 

Each application will be considered on its own merit but 
we cannot guarantee an offer in each case. 

English language requirements 

IELTS score of 6.0 or above, with at least 5.5 in reading, 
writing, listening and speaking (please check our main 
English language requirements webpage). 

Selection Criteria Applicants are selected according to their demonstration 
of potential and current ability to: 

Work imaginatively and creatively in visual media: 

•Engage with experimentation and invention
•Show imagination and ambition in their visual work

Demonstrate a range of skills and technical abilities that: 

•Show personal commitment to skills development
•Engage with materials and processes.

Provide evidence of intellectual enquiry within your work: 

•Demonstrate curiosity and a willingness to
research around themes and practices relevant 
to your interests 

https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/language-centre/english-language-requirements
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• Reflect critically on your learning. 

Demonstrate cultural awareness and/or contextual 
framework of your work by: 

• Identifying a range of historical and contemporary 
art practices 

• Identifying social and/or cultural influences on your 
work. 

Demonstrate an ability to articulate and communicate 
your intentions with clarity: 

• Make use of appropriate and effective 
communication and presentation skills 

 
Indicate the relevance of this course to your personal 
development through discussion around: 

• Your own ideas beyond set project briefs 
• Your willingness to work both collaboratively and 

independently 
• Your knowledge of this course. 

What we are looking for 

We are interested in students who are prepared to 
question and to take a critical perspective and who show 
potential to develop as innovative artists. 
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Awards and Percentage of Scheduled Learning 
Year 1 
Percentage of Scheduled Learning 19 

Awards Credits 

Certificate of Higher Education (Exit Only)  120  

 
Year 2 
Percentage of Scheduled Learning 18 

Awards Credits 

Diploma of Higher Education (Exit Only)  240  

 
Year 3 
Percentage of Scheduled Learning 17 

Awards Credits 

Bachelor of Arts  360  
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Course Aims and Outcomes 
The Aims and Outcomes of this Course are as follows: 
Aim/Outcome Description  

Aim Enable the intellectual and technical production of art which 
realises individual creative potential and direction. 

Aim 
Develop investigative, critically reflective and independent 
learning through the study, debate and practice of contemporary 
fine art in historical, theoretical, social and cultural contexts. 

Aim 

Provide supportive and inclusive learning environments for the 
acquisition of specialist and generic skills and knowledge 
necessary for professionally responsible, independent and 
collaborative practice in fine art, related sectors and postgraduate 
study. 

Outcome Evidence a considered approach to art making, through 
exploration, experimentation, problem solving and invention. 

Outcome 
Demonstrate a diagnostic and creative application of the 
understanding of the relationship between the technical and 
conceptual aspects of media and their use. 

Outcome 

Demonstrate a considered and coherent approach to the 
gathering, organisation, use and critical evaluation of relevant 
research material, to contextualise your work, and that of others, 
effectively. 

Outcome 
Exercise significant judgement in the appropriate communication 
of information, ideas and proposals in visual, written and oral 
forms. 

Outcome 

Demonstrate the ability to deploy the creative, practical and 
professional skills and resilience necessary to work within the 
visual arts and/or related cultural industries, responsibly, 
independently and collaboratively. 
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Distinctive Features 

1 

Challenging the concept of the studio: The studio is a site that has to be 
perpetually reinvented and the pathways address this in a number of ways: as 
laboratory, performative site, social space, and discursive environment. It is an 
ambiguous territory that shifts between production, exhibition and 
interpretation. It can be static, online, entirely context related, mobile and 
conceptual. This approach and attitude is a core theme relating to research 
within the programme and informs ongoing debate between students, staff and 
visiting practitioners. 

2 

Challenging experiences of Exhibition and exhibition-making: Experimental 
forms of exhibition-making take place within each stage of the course and 
happen both within the context of the University, in virtual and online territories, 
and in public venues outside the institution. Recent examples include; Camden 
Collective, Archway Tower, British Library, Camden Arts Centre, and 
performances within the Tate Turbine Hall, Autograph, Crumbles Castle, 
Mayday Rooms and The National Gallery. 

3 

Event-based teaching: Event-based teaching happens throughout the course in 
the form of; co-ordinating showcases, events and exhibitions, engaging with 
outward-facing projects, and involving encouraging different forms of 
collaboration. This aspect of the course culture provides the opportunity to 
integrate staff research into teaching and experiences offering learning. 

4 

Critical Studies: Critical Studies supports a student's theoretical exploration and 
provides the methodologies and a conceptual framework for developing 
practice. Lectures, seminars, tutorials and presentations throughout the course, 
lead up to the final dissertation that is immanent to studio practice and is jointly 
taught; our Critical Studies staff are practitioners, researchers and teachers. 
Writing and presentation skills and the ability to articulate practice, are a key 
focus of the course and are essential skills for a practicing artist. 

5 

Cross-programme events: Cross-programme events give an insight into a 
wider sense of how research operates within the Art Programme, but also in 
terms of the other Programmes within both the College and the University. 
Examples are seminar/symposium projects such as Intimacies Unguarded 
(http://www.arts.ac.uk/csm/csm-research/intimacy-unguarded/ - the project 
explores creative and critical approaches to autobiography, biography and 
memoir), and Headstone to Hard Drive 
(http://events.arts.ac.uk/event/2014/10/25/Headstone-to-Hard-Drive-
Monument-to-Folly-1/ - the project explores how developments in technology 
affect the arts). 

6 

External links: The course has excellent external links with specialist art 
institutions and with different areas of the art world. Projects and online co-
operation takes place with a range of external partners for students whilst on 
course, and at the point of graduation in their transition into professional life. 
This gives invaluable opportunities to collaborate with new teams and engage 
with audiences beyond the college environment and beyond the physical 
realm. Project partners range from international arts institutions, to up-and-
coming artist-run spaces. 
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Course Detail 

The artist studio is an experimental space where cultural conventions can be 
challenged. Rather than following a medium-based or a general fine art course 
format, our BA Fine Art course focuses on innovative forms of practice. It will 
provide you with the skills and knowledge to redefine and interrogate your chosen 
cultural and artistic fields. 

BA Fine Art at Central Saint Martins is organised into four pathways: 2D, 3D, 4D 
and XD. Each encourages you to develop your work in relation to different forms 
of practice rather than within the limitations of a single medium. The pathway 
structure itself also embodies an interdisciplinary approach. You will engage in 
cross-pathway projects, as well as cross-programme events in the College and 
and online. 

As a site for constant reinvention, the studio and whatever constitutes the studio 
or space for production is addressed in a variety of ways. It's framed as a 
laboratory, performative site, social space and discursive environment. The studio 
becomes an ambiguous territory which shifts between production, exhibition and 
interpretation. Frequently, it takes the form of virtual spaces and online 
platforms, physical spaces, contextualised sites, thinking tools, and conversational 
environments. 

On the course, you will work on outward-facing projects and various forms of 
collaboration. There will be experimental forms of exhibition-making and public 
exposure. Research and theory are also key to the course, leading up to a final 
dissertation. Teaching on the course encompasses theory, writing and practice. 
This structure mirrors the essential skills of a contemporary, practicing artist – with 
a need for communication as much as making. 

BA Fine Art graduates go on to work as artists, or pursue art-related careers as 
curators, critics or teachers. Others work in graphics, IT, media, film, fashion and 
advertising. Our alumni include Ed Atkins, Laure Prouvost and Emily Wardill. 

Course Units 

BA Fine Art integrates studio practice, critical studies and professional 
development. Students are allocated to a pathway at the start of the course, 
however transfer is possible at a later stage. 

Each pathway has a distinct culture for making, production and encounter which is 
orientated around particular discussions, themes and resources. As you progress 
through the course, the relationship between disciplines becomes increasingly 
porous. While some students may stay within the same pathway throughout the 
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course, others may develop a more transdisciplinary practice, encompassing 
multiple pathways. 

The pathways 

2D: This pathway explores how making is informed by contemporary culture, 
politics and social contexts as much as by image and abstraction. It considers the 
screen, the picture plane and surface as fundamental aspects of visual 
production. In the context of making, you will discuss how diverse disciplines, 
practices and forms of thought can be combined. 

3D: The 3D pathway explores matter, scale, production, material and immaterial 
form in relation to place and audience. You will be inducted into a range of 
traditional and new 3D technologies and 3D in digital realms. You will also engage 
in debates surrounding hybrid production processes. Examining the reading and 
writing of space, this pathway challenges a conventional understanding of the 
studio, the exhibition and institutional spaces. 

4D: On this pathway, you will explore time-based, performative and 
interdisciplinary practices. You will investigate critical and philosophical positions 
in relation to practice and current ideas. These include the post-medium condition, 
technology and temporality. Employing an experimental approach to the spaces 
for making, you will explore how this might challenge conventions of practice. 

XD: The XD pathway explores the question “what does art mean?” but also “what 
can art do?” and “where can art be?” This pathway frames the studio as a 
laboratory, generating ideas and interventions for everyday life. 

Stage 1 

Unit 1: Fine Art: Introduction to Higher Education Studies 
Unit 2: Process and Method 
Unit 3: Emerging Practice 
Unit 4: Situating Practice 

Working within your pathway, you will begin to explore your practice. You will 
identify and experiment with key ideas and a range of approaches for developing 
work. In the summer term, you will be introduced to collaborative projects 
and events. 

Stage 2 
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Unit 5: Sites of Practice and Exhibition 
Unit 6: Critical Discourses 
Unit 7: The Site for Practice, Cross-Pathway and Situated Projects 

Continuing practice is an essential part of this stage. You will engage in discursive 
seminars, exhibitions, sharing events and projects contextualised by site or 
situation. These will present you with opportunities to challenge and question your 
practice. You will also move between collaborative and individual approaches to 
making work. 

Stage 3 

Unit 8: Research and Practice 
Unit 9: Continuing Practice 

In this stage, you will continue to develop your practice, researching for your 
dissertation. This unit culminates in audience facing online and physical 
showcasing for each student in the summer term. Cross-pathway interaction is 
maintained through dissertation group tutorials, critical review and collaboration in 
the context of showcase and related events. 

Critical studies 

Throughout BA Fine Art, critical studies will support your theoretical exploration. It 
will provide you with the methodologies and conceptual framework for developing 
your practice. This takes the form of lectures, seminars, tutorials and 
presentations. In Stages 1 and 2, there are a number of written submissions 
leading up to the dissertation in Stage 3. 

Diploma in Professional Studies 

Between Stage 2 and Stage 3 of the course there is an option to take a year out 
and complete a Diploma in Professional Studies. This separate qualification (rated 
at 120 credits) involves researching, undertaking and reflecting on 20-weeks 
(minimum) of placement or other directed experience related to your professional 
interests and aspirations. The Diploma provides a valuable opportunity to make 
contacts within professional fields related to Fine Art and to develop your personal 
employability skills.  

Mode of study 

BA Fine Art runs for 90 weeks in full-time mode. It is divided into three stages over 
three academic years. Each stage lasts 30 weeks. 



Page 11 of 15 
CSMBAARTF01 BA (Hons) Fine Art Programme Spec for 2023.24 entry - Year 3 

students 

You will be expected to commit 40 hours per week to study, which includes 
teaching time and independent study. 

Credit and award requirements 

The course is credit-rated at 360 credits, with 120 credits at each stage (level). 

On successfully completing the course, you will gain a Bachelor of Arts with 
Honours (BA Hons degree). 

Under the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications the stages for a BA are: 
Stage 1 (Level 4), Stage 2 (Level 5) and Stage 3 (Level 6). In order to progress to 
the next stage, all units of the preceding stage must normally be passed: 120 
credits must be achieved in each stage. The classification of the award will be 
derived from the marks of units in Stages 2 and 3 or only Stage 3, using a dual 
algorithm. 

If you are unable to continue on the course, a Certificate of Higher Education 
(CertHE) will normally be offered following the successful completion of Level 4 
(or 120 credits), or a Diploma in Higher Education (DipHE) following the 
successful completion of Level 5 (or 240 credits). 

Learning and Teaching Methods 

During your course you will engage with learning and teaching that 
includes both online and face-to-face modes. Typically, this will include: 

• Briefing materials and meetings 
• Inductions and workshops 
• Teaching events 
• Projects and assignments 
• Off-site work 
• Personal and group tutorials 
• Seminars and debates 
• Critical reviews and presentations 
• Lectures and guest speakers 
• Study and development planning 
• Recommended reading and viewing 
• Independent study 
• Peer and self-critical evaluation 
• Assessment feedback. 

Assessment Methods 

• Practice and making in development 
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• Research and preparatory work 
• Study plans 
• Documentation of work 
• Verbal and visual presentations 
• Written work 
• Participation in debate 
• Peer and self-critical evaluation 

Reference Points 

The following reference points were used in designing the course: 

• The Learning and Teaching policies of the University of the Arts London 
• College policies and initiatives 
• HE Level Descriptors 
• Art and Design Benchmark Statement 
• Contemporary fine art practice and culture 
• External professional organisations. 
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Course Diagram 
BA Fine Art – PLEASE NOTE DUE TO VACATION DATES, SPECIFIC DELIVERY WEEKS MAY CHANGE. 
S=summative assessment 
LEVEL 4 – Stage 1 
 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
Unit 1: Fine Art: 
Introduction to 
Higher Education 
Studies 
(20 credits) 

S   
Unit 3: Emerging Practice 
(40 credits) S Unit 4: Situating Practice 

(40 credits) S   

Unit 2: Processes and 
Method 
(20 credits) 

S 

LEVEL 5 – Stage 2 
 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Unit 5: Sites of Practice and Exhibition 
(40 credits)  

S 
Unit 7: The Site for Practice, Cross-Pathway and 
Situated Projects 
(40 credits) 

S 

Unit 6: Critical Discourses 
(40 credits) S   S   

  
OPTIONAL DIPLOMA YEAR – LEVEL 5 

  
LEVEL 6 – Stage 3 
 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Unit 8: Research and Practice 
(40 credits) S   S   
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Unit 9: Continuing Practice 
(80 credits) 
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The University will use all reasonable endeavours to provide the Course and the 
services described in this Output. There may be occasions whereby the University 
needs to add, remove or alter content in relation to your Course as may be appropriate 
for example the latest requirements of a commissioning or accrediting body, or in 
response to student feedback, or to comply with applicable law or due to circumstances 
beyond its control. The University aim to inform you of any changes as soon as is 
reasonably practicable 
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