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Designing Moodle Forum-based learning activities: E-tivity template  
 
This template is based on Professor Gilly Salmon’s E-tivity framework.  
 

Title Make it short and snappy!  

Purpose Why should students do this activity? How will it help them 
achieve the learning outcomes? 
  

Task summary Clear instructions for the students to follow 
  

Spark What kicks off the activity? E.g. question, challenge, idea etc.? 
How is this communicated? E.g. reading, video etc.? 
  

Individual 
contribution 

What should students do in response to the spark? Critique? 
Evaluate? Reflect? Share response to a brief? 
  

Dialogue 
begins 

In what way are students meant to respond to other students’ 
contributions? What are the minimum expectations? 
  

e-moderator 
interventions 

At what points will the tutor engage in the discussion/wrap 
up/give feedback etc.? 
  

Schedule & 
time 

How many minutes/hours should a student take to complete the 
activity? Over what time period? 
  

 Next steps What happens next? Is there a follow up activity? 
  

 
  

http://www.gillysalmon.com/e-tivities.html
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E-tivity template – worked example 
 

Title Make it short and snappy! 
Share the noise! 

Purpose Why should students do this activity? How will it help them 
achieve the learning outcomes? 

- Get to know something about your fellow students 
- Get acquainted with communicating and sharing 

resources via a forum 
  

Task summary Clear instructions for the students to follow 
Students introduce themselves to each other by sharing a song 
or piece of music that reflects an aspect of their personality (see 
below for example introductory post) 
  

Spark What kicks off the activity? E.g. question, challenge, idea 
etc.? How is this communicated? E.g. reading, video etc.? 
Initial post has an introduction with instructions from tutor and a 
link to a song / reason for choice as an example response 
  

Individual 
contribution 

What should students do in response to the spark? 
Critique? Evaluate? Reflect? Share response to a brief? 
Students share a song or piece of music that reflects an aspect 
of their personality they would like to share with the cohort, with 
a brief explanation why they chose it.  
  

Dialogue 
begins 

In what way are students meant to respond to other 
students’ contributions? What are the minimum 
expectations? 
Students respond to at least one other student’s post, e.g. one 
with a song they like or a connection to another song, but 
encouraged to respond wider 
  

e-moderator 
interventions 

At what points will the tutor engage in the discussion/wrap 
up/give feedback etc.? 
Tutor will intermittently respond to student posts to encourage 
participation and model behaviour 
  

Schedule & 
time 

How many minutes/hours should a student take to 
complete the activity? Over what time period? 
10-20 mins during 1st week of term 
  

 Next steps What happens next? Is there a follow up activity? 
Tutor to post a ‘thanks for participating’ message, and provide 
summary of activities to follow next week via the 
announcements tool 
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Forum activity instructions 
 

Share the noise! 

 

What’s the purpose of this activity? 

This is an opportunity to get to know your fellow students and familiarise yourself 
with communicating and sharing resources using the forum tool, which we will use 
throughout this unit for a range of learning activities. 
 
The activity should take around 10-20 minutes and can be completed at your own 
pace any time before the end of induction week. 
 

What should I do? 

1. Post a short reply (under 100 words) to this forum with: 

a. a song or piece of music that reflects an aspect of your personality 

you’d like to share with your fellow students 

b. an explanation of why you chose it 

2. Include a link to the song for others to listen to on YouTube, Spotify or other 

music streaming service. Alternatively, a link to the song lyrics online is fine. 

3. Enter the name of the artist and song/track title as the Subject header for your 

post. 

4. After you’ve created your post, reply to at least one other student’s post which 

mentions a song you also like, reflects your own personality, or reminds you 

of another song. 

5. Remember to subscribe to this forum so you receive updates when your 

fellow students post a message or reply to your own contribution. 

Initial post from tutor 
 

Header: ‘Hoochie Koo Time’ by big stick 
 
I chose to share this track as - like me - it's fun, simple and communicates through 
sound rather than words. It’s also a good example of how creative you can be with 
just a few basic elements and tools – the whole song is built around just one chord 
(somehow it feels like the right chord!) 
 
https://youtu.be/dElHu1uoaAg 
 
 

https://youtu.be/dElHu1uoaAg
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