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FOREWORD
Alexander McQueen’s work drew on crucial and surprising themes;
Unfettered by convention, his work had an impact that extended way
beyond the world of fashion.
What a wonderful starting point for this collaborative project between
Swarovski and final year BA Jewellery Design students to create a
spectacular piece of jewellery! Entitled Savage Beauty and using themes
in McQueen’s work, the project was to design an ambitious piece that
also celebrated Swarovski crystal or gemstones. Ten students were then
selected to go on to produce their piece.
It takes imagination and skill to take on ideas and images created by
the creative powerhouse of McQueen. The students have responded to
the theatrical, the dark and the extravagant in McQueen’s work, from
clawed gloves knitted from blood red threads, a jewelled mask with a
fixed smile, a sparkling leather tam o’shanter, a dazzling viewfinder to
frame its wearer to an opulent collar of menacing talons.
The BA Jewellery Design course has collaborated with Swarovski for more
than 12 years. It continues to be a brilliant opportunity for students to
work freely with a high quality product and for Swarovski to nurture
and promote young talent.

CAROLINE BROADHEAD
COURSE LEADER, BA JEWELLERY DESIGN
CENTRAL SAINT MARTINS

As a repository for ideas and inspiration, the Victoria
and Albert Museum can play a vital role in fostering
relationships between industry and higher education
institutions by drawing on its outstanding exhibitions,
collections and areas of expertise.
Collaborating with Swarovski and Central Saint
Martins makes visible the creative interplay between
these three organisations and their impact on student
attainment and progression.

Leanne Manfredi
Programme Manager: Higher Education,
Creative Industries and Residencies
Victoria and Albert Museum

Akiko Sh inzato

‘My PIECE REPRESENTS make-up AS a form of jewellery; the mask NODS TO THE notion of
hiding one’s identity. The perfectly applied crystal clown make-up begins to fade towards
the back to reveal the bare leather base material.’
MaterialS: HAND DYED VEGETABLE TANNED LEATHER, SWAROVSKI Crystal
akonnu0514@gmail.com

www.akikoshinzato.com

Birgit Toke
Tauka Frietman

C h arlotte
As h erson

‘I responded to the balance of opposites in Alexander McQueen’s work, his skilful

‘Inspired by McQueen’s S/S 2009 collection Natural Distinction – Unnatural Selection this

marrying of the delicate and the forceful; this piece both shields and exposes. the large

piece explores the dawn of the industrial age and how human beings have impacted upon

silhouette commands presence and the integration of crystals within the laser-cut

the environment. The design questions the perception of beauty by intertwining crystals

pattern offers a lightness and elegance.’

within a utilitarian, man-made aesthetic.’

MaterialS: EUROPEAN BLACK WALNUT, SWAROVSKI Crystal, SUEDE

MATERIALS: PVC, Natural MARLSTONE, Swarovski Crystal, Nuts And Screws

birgitfrietman@gmail.com

www.BirgitTokeTauka.com

charlotte.asherson@googlemail.com

www.charlotteasherson.com

D e nni s Son g

Fiona Kakei
C h on g
‘Inspired by the surrealistic elements of the show Voss, 2001, my piece illustrates the concept

‘The urge to decorate one’s body with natural materials is what I saw in McQueen’s

that human desires “eat” human souls – desires which appear more powerful than they

idea of Savage Beauty. I set out to turn my seashell collection into a body adornment.

actually are. The crystal embellished sharp, claw-like tentacles of the neckpiece appear to

Drawing on elements from ancient Roman hairstyles and tribal adornments, a wig-like

consume and strangle their victim.’

headpiece set with Swarovski gemstones is a celebration of collecting and decorating.’

MaterialS: Stereolithography Resins, Acrylic, Swarovski Crystal

MaterialS: Porcelain, Nylon, Swarovski Gemstones, Silver, Leather

www.dennissongjewellery.tumblr.com

dennissongjewellery@gmail.com

fionakkc@googlemail.com

Jessic a Pa ss

Juliette
Van De
Kerc h ovE

‘Inspired by the theme of Savage Beauty, I designed a strong angular structure for

‘Inspired by McQueens’s last collection Plato’s Atlantis, my piece aims to express how a

the neckpiece, which is juxtaposed with the delicate fragility of pheasant feathers. The

changing physical environment might provoke adaptations in the body.’

framework is adorned with Swarovski crystal which echoes and emphasises the rich
colour of the feathers.’
MATERIALS: BRASS, PHEASANT FEATHERS, SWAROVSKI Crystal
jem.93@live.co.uk

www.jessicapass.co.uk

MATERIALS: VEGETABLE TANNED LEATHER, ACRYLIC, SWAROVSKI Crystal
http://cargocollective.com/JVDK

Kare n
Le un g

Kota
Okuda
‘Interested in the tensions that revolve around the relationships between humans and

‘Responding to the shocking Highland Rape collection in 1995, I set out to explore the

animals, I was drawn to the motifs of birds within McQueen’s collections. Exploring the

fractured identities within a colonial landscape. Drawing on Highland dress and traditional

idea of freedom and restraint, I incorporated traditional basket weaving techniques to

modes of adornment, my design embeds Swarovski crystal within leather as a representation

encase the Gemstones and CONVEY COMPLEX interactions between humans and birds.’

of the cultural transference that marks both historical and contemporary issues of identity.’

MaterialS: POLYESTER CORD, SWAROVSKI GEMSTONES

MaterialS: VEGETABLE TANNED LEATHER, ACRYLIC, SWAROVSKI Crystal, GOLD PLATED BRASS,
ANTIQUE FABRIC

karenyanyu@gmail.com

kotaokuda822@gmail.com

www.kotaokuda.com

Xiny u Wa n g

‘I looked at Alexander McQueen’s incredible headpieces in his shows. These are not just
accessories; they become the focAL points that catch everyone’s attention. My piece is
designed to create the experience of looking through a camera viewfinder; The brilliant
Swarovski crystal acts as a frame and shines a light on the subject inside.’
MaterialS: Swarovski Crystal, Aluminium, Copper, Spray PAINT
wizalxinyuwang@hotmail.com
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