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BA (Hons) Culture, Criticism and Curation 
Awarding Body University of the Arts London 

College Central Saint Martins 

Programme Culture and Enterprise (L030) 

Course AOS Code CSMBACCCF01 

FHEQ Level Level 6 Degree 

Course Credits 360 

Mode Full Time 

Duration of Course 3 years 

Teaching Weeks 90 weeks 

Valid From 2022/23 

QAA Subject 
Benchmark 

Communication, media, film and cultural studies  

Collaboration N/A  

UAL Subject 
Classification 

Curation and culture  

HECoS Code 101361 - Creative Arts and Design 

UCAS Code W294  

PSRB N/A  

Work placement 
offered 

No  

Course Entry 
Requirements 

The standard entry requirements for this course are as 
follows: 

One or a combination of the following accepted full level 3 
qualifications: 

APPROVED 
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• Pass at Foundation Diploma in Art & Design (Level 
3 or 4) and 1 A Level at Grade C or above 2 A 
Levels at grade C or above (preferred subjects 
include Art, Art and Design, or Design and 
Technology) Merit, Pass, Pass (MPP) at BTEC 
Extended Diploma (preferred subjects include 
Art, Art and Design, or Design and Technology) 

• Pass at UAL Extended Diploma 
• Access to Higher Education Diploma (preferred 

subjects include Art, Art and Design, or Design 
and Technology) 

Or equivalent EU/International qualifications, such as 
International Baccalaureate Diploma 

And three GCSE passes at grade 4 or above (grade A*- 
C). 

AP(E)L – Accreditation of Prior (Experiential) 
Learning 

Exceptionally applicants who do not meet these course 
entry requirements may still be considered. The course 
team will consider each application that demonstrates 
additional strengths and alternative evidence. This might, 
for example, be demonstrated by: 

• Related academic or work experience 
• The quality of the personal statement 
• A strong academic or other professional reference. 
• Or a combination of these factors. 

Each application will be considered on its own merit but 
we cannot guarantee an offer in each case. 

• Please note that these qualifications alone will not 
be sufficient to secure entry to the course. 

English language requirements 

IELTS level 6.0 or above, with at least 5.5 in reading, 
writing, listening and speaking (please check our main 
English language requirements webpage). 

Selection Criteria We select applicants who can demonstrate current ability 
and potential to:  

https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/language-centre/english-language-requirements
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Work imaginatively and creatively with the written word 
and visual presentation: 

• Engage with experimentation and invention. 
• Show imagination and ambition in proposals for 

your work. 
• Take informed risks. 

Demonstrate a range of skills and technical abilities: 

• Through examples of written work, demonstrate a 
range of approaches to writing, originated from 
personal experience or textural and visual 
research and progressed through logical stages 
to a finished outcome 

• Demonstrate an awareness of planning and time 
management skills. 

Provide evidence of intellectual enquiry within your work: 

• Demonstrate relevant research skills. 
• Evidence ability to critically reflect and evaluate 

your achievements. 

Demonstrate cultural and historical awareness and/or 
contextual framework of their work: 

• Evidence an interest in contemporary culture x 
Identify social, historical and/or cultural 
influences on your work. 

Articulate and communicate intentions clearly: 

• Discuss your work in individual and group 
situations. 

• Present your work, concepts and ideas 
appropriately and effectively. 

Demonstrate commitment and motivation in relation to 
the subject and the course: 

• Show willingness to collaborate 

Scheduled Learning 
and Teaching 

Following two years of disruption due to Covid 19 we are 
glad to be returning to normal delivery in 2022/23. This 
means on campus face-to-face activities such as course 
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projects, lectures, seminars, and studio work, except for 
courses designed to be delivered online.  
 
Scheduled learning and teaching activity may include 
lectures, seminars, studio and workshop briefings, 
tutorials, external visits and project briefings.  
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Awards and Percentage of Scheduled Learning 

Year 1 

Awards Credits 

Certificate of Higher Education (Exit Only)  120  

 

Year 2 

Awards Credits 

Diploma of Higher Education (Exit Only)  240  

 

Year 3 

Awards Credits 

Bachelor of Arts  360  

 

Scheduled Learning Split by Level 

Level 4 20%   

Level 5 17%   

Level 6 7%   

Total Scheduled Learning Split 15%  
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Course Aims and Outcomes 
The Aims and Outcomes of this Course are as follows: 

Aim/Outcome Description  

Aim 
To encourage critical and personal development through 
questioning existing knowledge, and engage with social, cultural 
and political issues. 

Aim 
To foster innovative, confident, caring, skilled and adaptable 
graduates, able to actively pursue their individual career 
aspirations or further study. 

Aim 
To confidently test and critically engage with the borders of 
curatorial knowledge and skills via realisation and self-reflection. 

Aim 
To offer opportunities for students to experiment and engage 
through hands on experience and a variety of projects on a group 
and individual basis. 

Aim 
To enable ethical considerations which inform wider 
understandings of the role of cultural production on local and 
global levels. 

Outcome 
To be able to initiate, develop and sustain research through 
inquiry, curiosity and problem solving. 

Outcome 
To confidently apply your use of a range of skills and a variety of 
media to realise your ideas and present ideas, process and 
information effectively. 

Outcome 
To sustain and evolve working strategies responding to diverse 
contemporary contexts, audiences and collective environments. 

Outcome 
To be able to recognise and respond to the demands, needs and 
interests of different audiences and project partners. 

Outcome 
To initiate and consolidate intercultural thinking and enquiry and 
respond to urgent social and cultural issues. 
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Distinctive Features 

1 

Connection between ideas and application: The course offers integrated 
approaches to curatorial practice, critical writing, historical and theoretical 
studies. Working individually and collaboratively, students explore the 
application of ideas in a range of public contexts and through interdisciplinary, 
inter-cultural and experimental forms. 

2 

Art school environment: the course is embedded within an art school 
environment that affords opportunities for learning alongside students from a 
range of creative and studio-based disciplines, as well as the Central Saint 
Martins’ Museum & Study Collection and the University's Archives and Special 
Collections Centre. 

3 

Intercultural and cross-disciplinary focus: students are exposed to a diversity of 
cultural positions to help develop an individual practice that is situated socially 
and culturally, learning through self-reflection and engaging with cultures and 
disciplines via theory and practice. 

4 

Future contexts: The course is committed to the progression of arts, culture 
and heritage and alive to the social and cultural contexts and impact of cultural, 
critical and curation practices. It fosters an environment that equips students to 
disrupt the present and take ownership of the future by engaging in debate 
within the context of anti-capitalist, eco-feminist and post-colonialist critique 
and action. 

5 

Socially engaged and situated Practices: students develop individual and group 
projects which reflect on the effects of our digital and material worlds and 
explore connections between core topics, historical context and political issues, 
engaging with urgent social and political issues, histories, identities, and the 
roles and representations of communities. 
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Course Detail 

BA Culture, Criticism and Curation draws on a range of methodologies from 
interdisciplinary practice and critical theories to engage critically with aspects of 
curation, research and writing. The curriculum takes inspiration from current 
urgent social issues, history and futurity, exploring connections between core 
topics, historical context and political issues. The course ambition is to foster 
cross-disciplinary dialogue to produce future writers, curators, producers, thinkers 
and doers whose practice is critical and contextual, demonstrating a commitment 
to the progression of arts, culture and heritage and is alive to the social and 
cultural contexts and impact of their work.  

Our approach to curatorial practice and engagement and writing as critical 
practice focuses on process in relation to outcome. Within an art school context, 
you are offered opportunities to collaborate and engage with a variety of practices 
through curatorial projects and writing. Student-centred learning informs critical 
enquiry and the course’s culture of reflection and active listening.  

The course offers space for you to realise research and projects which reflect on 
the effects of our digital and material worlds. Individual and group projects engage 
with social and political issues, histories, identities and reflect on the role of 
communities. In the context of collaboration, collective practice, and co-operation 
the course aims to disrupt the present and take ownership of the future. We aim to 
initiate and foster debate in the context of anti-capitalist, eco-feminist and post-
colonialist critique and action.  

Course Units 

On this course, you will reflect on a range of methodologies to engage critically 
with aspects of curation, research and writing. You will draw upon approaches 
from cultural and historical studies to integrate curatorial practice across all three 
years of your degree. The course offers you the opportunity to engage with local 
communities, industry partners and the wider heritage sector. The overarching 
aim of the course is to equip you with the skills to produce curatorial outputs that 
are relevant, ambitious and in-line with the University’s broader objectives of 
equality, climate, and ecology.  

Year 1 

Unit 1: Introduction: Culture, Criticism and Curation  
Unit 2: Introduction: Cultural Histories and Theories  
Unit 3: Introduction: Writing as Critical Practice  
Unit 4: Introduction: Curatorial Ethics  
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Units in Year 1 introduce you to aspects of culture, criticism and curation through 
lectures, seminars, self-directed and group projects. The units establish a 
foundation of different knowledges in the histories and theories of culture and 
introduce you to practices of writing and curating. You will explore and develop 
your individual strengths and learn to work with others.  

Year 2  

Unit 5: Exploring Critical Issues in Culture: Elective  
Unit 6: Interrogating Histories  
Unit 7: Exploring Contemporary Cultural Theories  
Unit 8: Interrogating Usable Pasts  
Unit 9: Creative Unions  

Year 2 further develops ideas, theory and approaches explored on Year 1 and 
enables you to apply critical and practical enquiry through academic writing and 
curatorial projects. Units 6 and 8 offer opportunities to think through debates in 
response to social issues surrounding histories and culture. The elective unit 
offers a deeper and more focused engagement with academic fields of your 
choice. Seminars and lectures from creative researchers, cultural makers and 
academics, will introduce philosophical and original perspectives on the 
relationship between thinking and doing.  

Year 3 

Unit 10: Dissertation via Critical Practice or Theories  
Unit 11: Curatorial Projects and Realisation  
Unit 12: Curatorial Commons and Publics  

Your final year focuses on developing your independence and realising ideas and 
practices that are defined by social and political contexts, identities and situations. 
You will develop and complete your dissertation and group project on Unit 10 and 
11. You will expand your understanding of the relationship between your main 
study and the wider field of curation and cultural production. Key focus will be on a 
deeper engagement with forms and approaches, political activism and solidarity 
as a collective process on Unit 12. The learning is developed through your 
research, group work and individual projects. The aim is to actively engage with 
agency and application and take responsibility on a local and/or global level.  

Mode of study 

BA Culture, Criticism and Curation runs for 90 weeks in full time mode. It is 
divided into three stages over three academic years. Each stage lasts 30 weeks. 
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You will be expected to commit 40 hours per week to study, which includes 
teaching time and independent study.   

Credit and award requirements 

The course is credit-rated at 360 credits, with 120 credits at each stage (level).   

On successfully completing the course, you will gain a Bachelor of Arts with 
Honours (BA Hons degree).   

Under the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications the stages for a BA 
are: Stage 1 (Level 4), Stage 2 (Level 5) and Stage 3 (Level 6). In order to 
progress to the next stage, all units of the preceding stage must normally be 
passed: 120 credits must be achieved in each stage. The classification of the 
award will be derived from the marks of units in Stages 2 and 3 or only Stage 
3, using a dual algorithm.   

If you are unable to continue on the course, a Certificate of Higher Education 
(CertHE) will normally be offered following the successful completion of Level 4 
(or 120 credits), or a Diploma in Higher Education (DipHE) following the 
successful completion of Level 5 (or 240 credits).   

Learning and Teaching Methods 

The learning and teaching methods devised for this course include:  

• Unit and project briefs 
• Tutorials (individual and group) 
• Lectures, seminars and workshops 
• Peer learning    
• Facilitated projects with external partners 
• Working in groups 
• Visiting Practitioner and alumni mentor input 
• Student-led presentations 
• Independent research 
• Developing and testing appropriate forms of presentation 
• Oral and written presentations 
• Journal keeping 
• Reflection and self-evaluation 
• Critical reviews (Crits)   

Assessment Methods 
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The following assessment methods are employed to support the integrated 
achievement of the course outcomes: 

• Individual and group projects 
• Presentations 
• Creative interventions and experiments 
• Written work, communicated in various forms (essays, journal articles etc) 
• Essays 
• Dissertation  
• Critical self-evaluations (critical reports) 

Reference Points 

FHEQ https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/quality-code/qualifications-
frameworks.pdf?sfvrsn=170af781_14;  

UK Quality Code https://www.qaa.ac.uk/quality-code;  

Benchmark Statements https://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/quality-code/subject-
benchmark-statements  

 

https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/quality-code/qualifications-frameworks.pdf?sfvrsn=170af781_14
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/quality-code/qualifications-frameworks.pdf?sfvrsn=170af781_14
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/quality-code
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/quality-code/subject-benchmark-statements
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/quality-code/subject-benchmark-statements
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Course Diagram 
BA (Hons) Culture, Criticism and Curation – PLEASE NOTE DUE TO VACATION DATES, SPECIFIC DELIVERY 
WEEKS MAY CHANGE. 
S=summative assessment 

LEVEL 4 – Stage 1 

 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

  
Unit 1: Introduction to 
Culture, Criticism and 
Curation 
(20 credits) 
  

S   
Unit 3: Introduction to Critical 
Writing as Practice 
(20 credits) 

S 

Unit 2: Introduction to Cultural Histories and 
Theories 
(40 weeks) 

S 
Unit 4: Introduction to Curatorial Ethics 
(40 credits) 

S 

LEVEL 5 – Stage 2 

 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Unit 5: Electives: Exploring 
Critical Issues in Culture 
(20 credits) 

S   
Unit 7: Exploring Contemporary 
Cultural Theory 
(20 credits) 

S 
  
  
Unit 9: Creative 
Unions 
(20 credits) 
  

S 

Unit 6: Interrogating Histories 
(40 credits) 

S 
Unit 8: Interrogating Usable Pasts 
(20 credits) 

S 

  
OPTIONAL DIPLOMA YEAR – LEVEL 5 

  

LEVEL 6 – Stage 3 

 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Unit 10: Dissertation via Critical Practice or 
Theory 
(40 credits) 

S   
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Unit 11: Curatorial Projects and Realisation 
(60 credits) 
  

S 

  

  
Unit 12: Curatorial Commons and Publics 
(20 credits) 
  

S 
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The University will use all reasonable endeavours to provide the Course and the 
services described in this Output. There may be occasions whereby the University 
needs to add, remove or alter content in relation to your Course as may be appropriate 
for example the latest requirements of a commissioning or accrediting body, or in 
response to student feedback, or to comply with applicable law or due to circumstances 
beyond its control. The University aim to inform you of any changes as soon as is 
reasonably practicable 
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