
 
 
UAL External Speaker and Events Policy 
1. The University is committed to academic freedom and has regularly welcomed 

visiting speakers from around the world to its campuses. Such speakers have 
brought and continue to bring great diversity of experience, insight and opinion, 
enriching our events and activities and sparking discussion and debate among 
our students, staff and visitors alike. 

Purpose 
2. The purpose of this policy is to set in place a governing framework for events with 

external speakers to ensure that in this institution, debate, challenge and dissent 
can continue for current and future generations, while safeguarding our institution 
and its staff and students. The policy outlines the context for the approval of 
external speakers and events. 
 

3. This policy aims to ensure that event organisers are aware of the framework we 
operate within when facilitating external speakers and the measures that may be 
required to support their event. It should be read in conjunction with the 
associated External Speaker Code of Conduct and Referral Process. This 
policy applies to all staff, students, governors, Students’ Union and visiting 
speakers and all UAL premises. 

Definitions 
4. An ‘external speaker’ is anybody who is neither a registered student nor a paid 

employee of the University of the Arts London. An ‘event’ may be one that is 
hosted on University premises or an external venue in the name of the University. 

Organising an Event 
5. Anyone organising an event that involves a speaker or speakers to be hosted by 

the University must ensure that this Policy and associated procedure is followed. 
This includes external speaker events on external premises but associated with 
the name of the UAL. 
 

6. Anyone organising an event as described above must follow the External 
Speaker Booking Process detailed below. 
 

7. The majority of external speaker requests will be straightforward and can be 
handled entirely at a local (departmental) level. In these cases, following the 
steps outlined in the "Local assessment of proposed external speaker(s) 
Process" will suffice. 



8. However, some requests may be complex and may require referral for further 
consideration. The Referral Process will only apply in a minority of 
circumstances –to events or speakers deemed to be higher-risk. 


