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MA Fashion (Knitwear for Fashion) 
Awarding Body University of the Arts London 

College Central Saint Martins 

Programme Fashion (L028) 

Course AOS Code CSMMAFKWF01 

FHEQ Level Level 7 Masters 

Course Credits 180 

Mode Full Time 

Duration of Course 17 months 

Teaching Weeks 45 weeks 

Valid From 2022/23 

QAA Subject 
Benchmark 

Art and Design 

Collaboration N/A  

UAL Subject 
Classification 

Fashion design  

HECoS Code 100055 - Fashion Design 

UCAS Code N/A  

PSRB N/A  

Work placement 
offered 

No 

Course Entry 
Requirements 

The standard entry requirements for this course are as 
follows: 

• A first or upper second-class honours degree in 
Fashion Design, Knitwear or Printed Textiles 
with a strong fashion bias  

APPROVED 
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• Or an equivalent EU / international qualification. 

AP(E)L – Accreditation of Prior (Experiential) 
Learning 

Exceptionally applicants who do not meet these course 
entry requirements may still be considered. The course 
team will consider each application that demonstrates 
additional strengths and alternative evidence. This might, 
for example, be demonstrated by: 

• Related academic or work experience 
• The quality of the personal statement 
• A strong academic or other professional reference 

Or a combination of these factors. 

Each application will be considered on its own merit but 
cannot guarantee an offer in each case. 

English language requirements 

IELTS level 6.5 or above, with at least 5.5 in reading, 
writing, listening and speaking (please check our main 
English language requirements webpage). 

Selection Criteria We select applicants according to potential and current 
ability in the following areas as demonstrated in a 
portfolio of work presenting four design projects: 

• Creative exploration; Compiling and using project-
related research 

• The ability to develop and articulate design ideas 
in visual form  

• Technical skills; 3D sense; Sensitivity to 
fabrication  

• Visual communication skills 

And by means of a personal statement in the application: 

• Reason for choosing the course; commitment 
• Capacity for self-reflection  
• Potential to benefit from the course 

What we are looking for 

https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/language-centre/english-language-requirements
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We are seeking both recent fashion graduates and 
practising professionals who are self-motivated and 
determined about their discipline and wish to progress or 
start their careers in the fashion industry by using the 
Course to explore and articulate new perspectives within 
their practice. 

Scheduled Learning 
and Teaching 

Following two years of disruption due to Covid 19 we are 
glad to be returning to normal delivery in 2022/23. This 
means on campus face-to-face activities such as course 
projects, lectures, seminars, and studio work, except for 
courses designed to be delivered online.  
 
Scheduled learning and teaching activity may include 
lectures, seminars, studio and workshop briefings, 
tutorials, external visits and project briefings.  
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Awards and Percentage of Scheduled Learning 

Year 1 

Awards Credits 

Postgraduate Certificate (Exit Only)  60  

 

Year 2 

Awards Credits 

Postgraduate Diploma (Exit Only)  120  

Master of Arts  180  

 

Scheduled Learning Split by Level 

Level 7 27%   

Total Scheduled Learning Split 27%  
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Course Aims and Outcomes 
The Aims and Outcomes of this Course are as follows: 

Aim/Outcome Description  

Aim 

To provide you with a postgraduate environment in which you can 
work independently and collaboratively, expanding your creative 
abilities to originate and realise work that contributes to current 
debates in global contemporary fashion. 

Aim 
To equip you to reflect on and evaluate your achievement and 
position your work within an informed, current, critical framework. 

Aim 
To instil rigour and resilience to prepare you for high-level 
professional practice and/or research degree registration. 

Outcome 
Demonstrate the skills to locate and gather in-depth research that 
can inform your design processes. 

Outcome 
Demonstrate a sophisticated analysis of your research and use it 
to inform innovative design solutions. 

Outcome 

Demonstrate an in-depth understanding of, and engagement with 
contextual and critical debates at the forefront of contemporary 
fashion, showing an appreciation of the historical and social 
context of your work. 

Outcome 
Demonstrate a broad and in-depth knowledge of fabrics, 
materials and treatments, their synthesis, sustainability and 
application in fashion design. 

Outcome 
Demonstrate an advanced level of individual skills and 
competence that equips you to work in a professional context, 
and the ability to translate 2D design proposals into 3D solutions. 

Outcome 
Professionally present and communicate complex ideas and 
information successfully to both specialist and non-specialist 
audiences - in both 2D and 3D formats. 

Outcome 
Demonstrate the rigour and professionalism to work in industry - 
time management, self-reflection, planning skills, organisation 
and an understanding of the global fashion industry. 

Outcome 

Demonstrate the ability to work independently and as part of a 
team, initiating, managing and maintaining creative working 
relationships and networks with industry experts, specialists and 
other relevant professionals, beneficial to your practice. 
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Distinctive Features 

1 
The Course pathways offered are inter-related and structured around the core 
subject of Fashion Design. 

2 
Emphasis is placed on research as well as design development. Project-based 
teaching challenges context and point of view within practice. 

3 

Emphasis is placed on the development of presentation and communication 
skills. The Course believes that relevant, innovative design is not purely a 
creative activity involving designers in their artistic processes – it also 
acknowledges the ability of students to contextualise their work. 

4 

Students will be involved in the debates generated by Professional Speakers 
Talks, in project-based learning, and critiques aimed at developing self-
assessment and analytical skills. These activities, together with the staff team's 
wide-ranging professional practice, bring excitement and breadth to the course. 

5 
The course has extensive international links and graduates practise 
professionally at the forefront of the global fashion industry. 
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Course Detail 

MA Fashion develops your imagination and creative identity. The course will 
provide a framework for self-directed work, backed by informed knowledge of your 
industry. It will broaden and deepen your existing expertise, providing you with the 
experience, sophistication and confidence to practice professionally at the 
forefront of the global fashion industry. The course is delivered by a team of 
practising designers and exceptional technical staff. With an ethos of guided 
experimentation, you will explore your individual style and define the context for 
your work while being challenged to innovate to the highest standards.  

The course provides the opportunity to study on one of four pathways: 
Womenswear, Menswear, Knitwear for Fashion and Textiles for Fashion. The 
inter-related pathways are all structured around the core subject of fashion. While 
much of your time and teaching will be concentrated within your selected 
pathway, there will be opportunities to work in collaboration with your colleagues 
from other pathways.  

Teaching is designed to provoke debate around approaches to fashion. 
You will be expected to carry out intensive personal research throughout your 
studies. Project-based teaching will help you develop your creative ideas, 
originality, critical judgements and technical skills. You will learn to synthesise 
design and communication, enabling you to interact effectively with your 
colleagues and management in industry.  

Course Units 

MA Fashion mediates between possibilities, ideals, and imagination. The 
curriculum brings together students from a wide range of fashion and textiles 
backgrounds as well as different cultures, significantly enhancing the energy of 
the curriculum. You will be expected to learn and problem solve from the 
experience of your peers, as well as your own. Strong emphasis is placed on 
creativity, personal and professional development and developing the skills 
necessary for employment in the fashion industry at the highest level. 

Unit 1: Diagnostic Phase  

This unit consists of project work and a number of taught programmes designed 
to identify your abilities. This phase challenges assumptions and aims to broaden 
your creative thinking and knowledge of your specialist pathway. You will develop 
your design and communication skills and your market awareness in order to gain 
an informed perspective on the fashion industry whilst simultaneously refining 
your own practice.   
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Projects will run simultaneously. You are expected to become more independent 
and experimental, initiating and managing your own projects in negotiation with 
the course team.  

Unit 2: Pre-collection; Independent Major Project Part 1 – Rationale, 
Research and Design Development  

This unit begins with the Pre-collection project, it will give you the opportunity to 
innovate and risk-take, while testing out possible design ideas and solutions in 
preparation for the start of your Independent Major Project. 

The skills and critical perspectives acquired during Unit 1 and in the Pre-collection 
project will inform the direction of your Independent Major Project, Part 1. The 
project, which will include a written rationale, a consistent body of preliminary 
research and initial design development, must result in a comprehensive portfolio 
appropriate for its intended specialist audience, showing a clear understanding of 
both its related market and context. 

Unit 3: Independent Major Project Part 2 – 3D Realisation and Portfolio 

The rationale, research and design development produced in Unit 2 will form the 
basis of this final course unit. You will realise these ideas in a garment or textile 
collection or want to negotiate an equivalent proposal in another medium. An 
accompanying comprehensive portfolio will also be required. 

Mode of study  

MA Fashion is offered in full-time mode which runs for 45 weeks over 17 months. 
You will be expected to commit 40 hours per week to study, which includes 
teaching time and independent study.   

Credit and award requirements  

The course is credit-rated at 180 credits.  

On successfully completing the course, you will gain a Master of Arts (MA 
degree).  

Under the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications, an MA is Level 7. All 
units must be passed in order to achieve the MA but the classification of the 
award is derived from the mark for the final unit only.  

If you are unable to continue on the course, a Postgraduate Certificate (PG Cert) 
will normally be offered following the successful completion of 60 credits, or a 
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Postgraduate Diploma (PG Dip) following the successful completion of 120 
credits.  

Learning and Teaching Methods 

The learning and teaching methods devised for this course include:  

• Briefing documents 
• Learning through research 
• Critiques 
• Presentations 
• Interdisciplinary group and teamwork 
• Demonstrations 
• Talks by professional speakers 
• Independent study 
• Self-evaluation.  

Assessment Methods 

• Diagnostic projects  
• Negotiated projects  
• Supporting briefs, rationales and development work  
• Portfolio of research, design development and materials  
• Collection of designs  
• Independent major project  

Reference Points 

The following reference points were used in designing the course: 

• The Learning and Teaching policies of the University of the Arts London 
• College policies and initiatives 
• The QAA Framework for Higher Education Qualifications (FHEQ) 
• Consultation with relevant industries. 
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Course Diagram 
MA Fashion – PLEASE NOTE DUE TO VACATION DATES, SPECIFIC DELIVERY WEEKS MAY CHANGE. 
S=summative assessment 

LEVEL 7 – 17 months 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 

Unit 1: Diagnostic 
Phase 
(60 credits) 

S 

Unit 2: Pre-collection; 
Independent Major Project Part 1 
– Rationale, Research and 
Design Development 
(60 credits) 

S 

Unit 3: Independent Major 
Project Part 2: 3D Realisation 
and Portfolio 
(60 credits) 

S 
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The University will use all reasonable endeavours to provide the Course and the 
services described in this Output. There may be occasions whereby the University 
needs to add, remove or alter content in relation to your Course as may be appropriate 
for example the latest requirements of a commissioning or accrediting body, or in 
response to student feedback, or to comply with applicable law or due to circumstances 
beyond its control. The University aim to inform you of any changes as soon as is 
reasonably practicable 
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