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Chelsea
“Chelsea programmes are rich 
with a blend of critical thinking 
and contemporary context  
that informs grounded practice, 
a formula that has ensured 
professional success for a great 
number of our students. Its list 
of notable alumni reads like an 
international ‘who’s who’ of the 
art, design and media worlds.

“It is a hub of diversity,  
bound together by a common 
vision of a world transformed  
by creative thinking. Students 
enrolling at Chelsea become  
a member of an international 
community, committed to 
excellence, and responding  
to today’s challenges through 
art and design.

“As well as studying with our 
talented staff team, you will also 
benefit from an extraordinary 
line-up of international  
guest artists and speakers;  
an outstanding programme of 
external facing opportunities; 
travel opportunities; and a 
vibrant student life that only 

Head of College, Professor 
David Crow, welcomes you  
to Chelsea: an international 
network that explores the 
diversity of ideas

comes from studying within  
the heart of one of the world’s 
greatest cities. London provides 
our students with endless 
opportunities to stretch and 
extend their imaginations.  
It is a great collaborator and 
co-creator. 

“Perhaps our vibrant college 
could be seen as a microcosm  
of London itself and all that is 
great about it. It provokes 
curiosity, stimulates growth, 
embraces creativity and 
celebrates diversity. I hope  
these pages communicate our 
passion for our work and that 
you will want to learn more  
about our community.

“For a true perspective of 
student life at Chelsea College  
or Arts, I urge you to sign up for 
an open day, or come to one of 
our many events, so you can talk 
directly to our students and staff.”
Professor David Crow 
Head of Colleges,
Camberwell, Chelsea and
Wimbledon Colleges of Arts

Left: Stretching a canvas prior 
to painting, in one of Chelsea’s 
on-site 3D workshops
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Chelsea:  
a place  
 in the world

Chelsea students are 
immersed in the global 
creative, cultural and 
commercial worlds.  
The facilities, the location 
and the status of the College 
attract the best from every 
continent, with staff and 
students from across Europe 
and beyond. It creates  
a diverse creative and 
academic community,  
a unique environment in 
which to develop and create 
(as with Midori Aria’s student 
work for Penguin Books, 
left). The College is ideally 
located within London,  
a hub of the international art 
market, and home to leading 
galleries both commercial 
and public. Institutions like 
the Design Museum (top) are 
easily accessible, while Tate  
Britain (bottom) is literally 
next door. And there is 
inspiration all around, 
whether in the capital’s huge 
ethnographic collections,  
or in its annual contemporary 
art fair, Frieze. With its 
interactions, exchanges and 
international relationships, 
Chelsea opens up a world  
of possibilities.

 ‘At Chelsea  
there are many 
cultures, and  
I wanted to feel 
their effect on  
me and my work.’
Midori Aria 
(below), Graduate 
Diploma, Fine Art
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World-class
facilities

Library users (left) are  
supported by dedicated Course 
Libraries, and the Computer 
Centre offers a range of 
software applications, and 
access to our collections of 
electronic library resources.  
All students have automatic 
borrowing rights at all of the 
College libraries within the 
University of Arts London. 
The 3D workshops (far left, 
above and overleaf) offer 
woodwork, metalwork, 
ceramics, casting, foundry  
and laser cutting facilities.  
And there are dedicated textiles 
workshops, with knitting  
and sewing machines, looms, 
and print and dye facilities.  
All are located within the College 
itself. And all of them are staffed 
by specialist technicians,  
who are often practising artists 
themselves, and who can 
provide both the skills and the 
sensibility to help realise the 
most creative projects.

From its foundry to its 
photography studio, from its 
library to its looms, Chelsea 
offers an outstanding range  
of facilities within the College– 
together with the support to  
help you realise your potential. 
Contemporary media can be 
explored in the digital studio 
(above); there are four bookable 
photographic studio spaces, and 
a range of camera, lighting and 
associated equipment available 
on loan. There is an audio and 
video (AV) editing studio, with 
studio space and equipment 
loan, as well as a digital print 
studio. Traditional facilities,  
like the library are similarly 
up-to-date. The extensive 
collection of books, journals  
and DVDs allows you to locate 
and contextualise your practice. 

 ‘We’re very spoilt  
for facilities – you 
don’t get these  
on site elsewhere’
Emily Rose Martin,  
BA Textile Design
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 Creative 
 partners

Tavian Hunter 
Iniva Library and 
Archive Manager

“Iniva, the Institute of International 
Visual Arts, is a radical visual arts 
organisation based at Chelsea.  
We engage in debate on issues 
surrounding the politics of race, 
class and gender in the visual  
arts, through our public artistic 
programme. This consists of 
Research Network evening 
lectures, thematic reading groups 
and workshops. We offer an Iniva 
Scholarship for a MA Curating  
and Collections student, an 
artist-in-residency programme,  
art commissions, curatorial 
traineeships, internships, and 
volunteering opportunities. 

“I manage Iniva’s Stuart Hall 
Library. It’s a significant collection 
that focuses on the work of British 
artists from diverse cultural 
backgrounds, and on contemporary 
art from Africa, Asia and Latin 
America. With the Library acting as 
a hub for our work, we collaborate 
with artists, curators, researchers 
and cultural producers, to 
challenge conventional notions  
of diversity and difference. Making 
this important resource available  
to both students at Chelsea  
and the general public is  
a rewarding experience.” 
www.iniva.org

Gustavo Grandal 
Montero 
Academic  
Support Librarian  
(Special Collection)
“I am responsible for  
collections and services  
for Fine Art, Curating,  
and Book Art courses at  
both Chelsea and Camberwell 
Colleges. I am an art historian 
and curator, and my research 
interests are very closely  
related to some of my 
responsibilities as curator  
of Special Collections. 

“Print collections are still  
very important in an art and 
design context. We hold much 
material that is only available  
as physical publications – 
books, catalogues, magazines, 
etc. Some of them are rare  
and part of our archives and 
Special Collections. 

“There are more than  
100,000 items in the Special 
Collection, including artists’ 
books, multiples, and more  
than 20,000 rare exhibition 
catalogues from the 1950s  
to the present day. 

“The collections get  
a huge amount of use at 
different levels, as both  
a source of inspiration and  
as an academic resource.”

Jonathan Armistead 
Technical Operations 
Manager for Chelsea, 
Camberwell and 
Wimbledon
“I help to make sure all our 
technicians have the facilities, 
tools and materials they need  
to help students make the best 
work possible.  We support a 
wide variety of making across 
traditional and emerging 
methods in Fine Art and Design.  
It’s invaluable to be able to have 
a mix of disciplines, resources 
and skills all in one site. We are 
lucky to have a fantastic team  
of technicians who work in 
workshops or work directly with 
courses. We help students get 
their ideas out of their heads 
and into physical form.  It’s an 
incredibly challenging but 
rewarding job for myself and  
my team.  

“I have a fine art background, 
and my own practice as a 
sculptor is pretty diverse, so I’ve 
a wide range of skills I can draw 
upon when helping students.  

“One of our technicians here 
described his skills by saying:  
‘I know how to make things do 
stuff’. I think that despite our 
individual specialisms, we have 
to be able to take on a real 
variety of ideas and help 
students make ‘things’.  
That’s the fun part. 

“Recently we’ve been able  
to work beyond our workshops 
and share our skills to an even 
wider variety of students than 
before.  1-1 online sessions  
are tailored to suit students’ 
individual areas of research.   
We have been making some 
meaningful connections with 
students while we open up our 
private spaces to one another 
and share what making looks 
like during a global pandemic.  

“Hopefully once a student 
has graduated they’ll be leaving 
not only with exceptional 
making skills, but also with  
the confidence and skill in 
making that will be able to  
grow and progress at the  
same pace as their careers  
as artists or designers.”
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Fine Art
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Previous pages:
Front to back,  
Hsi-Nong Huang,
Gert Webb Brown,  
and Grace Holland, 
BA Fine Art Summer Show

“Chelsea takes the idea of social 
engagement and takes it that step 
further, looking at issues on a 
global scale,” says Sophia  
Phoca, Dean of Fine Art.

“But it’s really important for me 
that the idea of the ‘local’ and the 
‘global’ are not polarised. Fine  
Art aims to value them both.”

Sophia brings to the role of 
Dean over 20 years’ experience of 
teaching, leadership, management 
and criticism in contemporary art 
and the moving image. She talked 
about the experience of studying 
Fine Art at Chelsea, and what sets 
it apart from other colleges of arts.

“Our collective ambition is  
to look at London as a city of 
multiple diasporas,” she explains,  
“And see Chelsea as a place  
that reflects that diversity, and 
embraces the energy, excitement 
and challenge of the discourses 
that our communities embody.

“This new generation of 
students is incredibly politicised, 
and one of the priorities of Fine Art 
is to address the most urgent 
issues of our time and those that 
directly affect our students.

“I want to acknowledge the 
anxieties that students and their 
parents face about higher 
education and studying Fine Art. 
And to reassure them that these 
are also our concerns. We’re 
asking how we can be a catalyst 
for change – and how we can 
make an impact in these areas  
in a pragmatic way rather than  

 Our way of 
looking

courses. Innovative approaches 
to working with our students are  
a key feature of the Fine Art 
programme at Chelsea, and one 
reason it is a world leading centre 
for art education. 

“Recent innovations include 
embedding ethical behaviours, 
and socially engaged practices, 
within our programmes. We think 
it’s important to offer this 
guidance, helping students in 
terms of how they navigate their 
studios, how they talk to each 
other, and how they practice 
ethically and collaboratively  
with each other. 

“But beyond that, we also 
adopt innovative approaches to 
our courses. For example, our  
MA Fine Art, in its outward-facing, 
globally engaged approach, 
models practices that support 
students to set up networks, 
practices and approaches that  
are sustainable. 

“Not only does this mean that 
Chelsea students are prepared  
for life after College but, as an 
institution, we model behaviour 
that enables continuing artistic 
production in London. This helps 
ensure that our city retains the 
creative energy that makes it such 
a vital and wonderful place to  
live and study.

“For me, part of Chelsea Fine 
Art’s role is to create and enhance 
communities that both represent 
and improve the world that our 
students are going to inhabit.” 

Sophia Phoca, Dean of Fine Art, talks about the experience of 
studying at Chelsea, and what makes the College unique

just having an ambition.
“Crucial partnerships for 

Chelsea are TrAIN (The Research 
Centre for Transnational Art, 
Identity and Nation) and Iniva 
(Institute of International Visual 
Arts), who are both based on site. 
Together, we are building courses 
that are politically aware and 
internationally informed, that  
draw on multiple cultural and 
historical viewpoints. 

“Given this priority, I am 
delighted that, this year, we have 
appointed poet, writer and activist 
Professor Claudia Rankine from 
Yale as a visiting professor.  
She will come to us once a year 
from the US. Her insight and 
experience will support and 
challenge our staff and students 
to continue to embrace the 
possibilities of operating in a 
globally networked community 
that reflects all its citizens’ 
cultures, beliefs, histories  
and identities.” 

The context of Brexit and 
isolationist nationalism, Sophia 
suggests, “means this is an urgent 
project for Chelsea. This 
appointment, and others within 
the School of Art, are crucial to 
me, not only because of the 
discussions they raise, and the 
insight the individuals bring into 
our colleges, but because they 
say: these are our values, this 
person embodies our values.

“We are always continually 
refreshing and updating the 
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BA  
Fine Art

Halveig Villand
BA Fine Art 
Overleaf: Florence White 
BA Fine Art

This studio-based course brings 
students and staff together to 
examine what contemporary 
fine art practice is and to help  
to forge its future. ‘Thinking 
through making and making 
things happen’ is the ethos 
around which the course is 
structured. Your experience  
at Chelsea is based around a 
series of events that include 
exhibitions, performance, 
publications, presentations, 
symposia, screenings or off-site 
exhibitions. We seek to enable 
you to take risks, experiment 
and test your ideas through new 
ways of working. You will be 
supported and challenged to 
push your work and exceed your 
own expectations. 

What to  
expect
Chelsea’s is a broad-based fine 
art course that brings together a 
wide range of specialised areas 
including: painting, sculpture, film 
and video, digital media, sound, 
print, performance, and drawing. 
Through a programme of tutorials, 
seminars, lectures, workshops, 
exhibitions and live projects you 
will be supported to develop your 
practice and gain an awareness  
of the discourses particular to it.

The course is built around the 
development of studio-based 
communities. The studio is 
acknowledged as the most 
important learning resource for 
Chelsea Fine Art students, as a 
place to make work as well as 
make things happen and a focus 
for all aspects of learning. 

Crucial to contemporary fine art 
practice is an understanding of 
how artists should be critically 
aware of their social context. You 
will be encouraged to explore how 
art can lead an interrogation of the 

Student 
Jack Rooney
“There’s been a wide variety of 
opportunities on offer at Chelsea, 
many of which have been created 
through the initiative of the 
students who have used the 
College as a space to cultivate 
ideas and create new projects, 
many opportunities have also 
been provided by the institution 
itself. For example, two friends 
and I will be starting a podcast 
later this year, we were fortunate 
enough to receive the funding 
needed to start up this project.  
On a similar note after sending  
in a proposal, I have been given 
the opportunity to travel to  
Hong Kong’s AVA for a six week 
residency over the summer.” 

Course Leader 
Mary Evans
“Students can expect each year  
of study at Chelsea to have its 
own particular emphasis. Our 
students’ development over the 
three years ranges from a more 
tutor led experience in the first 
year to a self-directed, rigorous 
individual investigation in the  
final year leading towards the 
degree show. Peer learning and 
mentoring runs parallel to course 
activities in order to build a strong 
learning and course-wide 
community. The progressively 
independent course is designed 
to develop students’ sense of a 
strong practice that puts them  
in an excellent position to make 
the most of opportunities as 
artists, in a future profession  
or postgraduate education. 

“The primary learning and 
teaching method our students 
experience is engagement with 
the events that form the backbone 
and structure of the curriculum.  
In addition, the course engages  
a whole range of learning and 
teaching methods, which include: 
on and off-site exhibitions,  
group critiques, gallery visits, 
independent study, formative 
reviews, personal and group 
tutorials, artist led workshops  
and student presentations.”

Student 
Emmy Yoneda 
“In my second year, I was 
fortunate enough to spend  
a semester in Kyoto, Japan  
as part of the exchange 
programme. The opportunity 
allowed me to immerse  
myself in a completely new 
environment, creating work 
that, without that experience,  

3 years full-time
UCAS W104

role of class, race, gender, 
sexuality, disability, age, language 
or belief in the construction of 
society now and in the future.  
The course encourages students 
to take an ethical, inclusive and 
sustainable approach to working 
and exhibiting. 

The course is resolutely 
international in its outlook and 
make-up. The course gives 
students confidence to address 
subjectivity and diversity across 
postcolonial, inclusive and 
intersectional narratives, 
recognising the importance  
of these discourses for an 
understanding of what art can  
be in the future. Strategies of 
desegregation and decolonisation 
are at the heart of the Fine Art 
project at Chelsea.

Unlike conventional 
approaches to essays and 
dissertation writing, you are not 
required to write about artists or 
artworks. Instead you will 
construct your investigations 
through whatever interests you  
as a practitioner, so the focus of 
enquiry is unique to each student. 

I may never have come to 
realise. One of the main  
reasons I applied to Chelsea 
was because the chance  
of an exchange was part of  
the degree and transitioning 
between the institutions  
when I returned was made  
easy by my tutor. I have begun 
applying for residencies as  
the experience in Japan  
had such a fundamental 
influence on my practice.”

Join us at Chelsea 
Page 52 

Open Days 
Page 64
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 Graduate 
Diploma  
Fine Art

1 year full-time

What to  
expect
This one year Higher Education 
programme, which is the 
equivalent level to the final year  
of a BA, offers students with  
a background in art or a related 
discipline the opportunity to 
develop their art practice towards 
a sustainable creative future.  
The course welcomes applicants 
with a previous degree in a subject 
other than art, who will use the 
course as a means to develop  
an independent art practice 
enabling them to progress onto 
MA level study. 

 The course provides you with  
a framework to develop a critical 
body of work enabling you to 
locate your ideas and practice in 
relation to contemporary art and 
debates on cultural and theoretical 
issues. This means that as well as 
producing a portfolio of practical 
work you will also be able to write 
proposals for MA applications and 
to articulate your ideas in relation 
to other appropriate practices and 
theories, both in writing and in  
the form of verbal presentations.

Student 
Anders Aarvik
“I am a software engineer,  
working with server architecture 
and networks, and had been 
doing that for seven years before 
starting a Graduate Diploma  
Fine Art at Chelsea. It has given 
me time to really focus on my 
practice and to figure out what 
scene I want to belong to.  
Chelsea has introduced me  
to various discourses through 
lectures, tutorials, and seminars 
which I am now a part of, and  
has encouraged me to pursue 
opportunities within those fields. 

“In the last eight months at 
Chelsea, I have exhibited seven 
times, at the college, as well  
as offsite and independently.  
My work has been featured in a 
contemporary sculpture magazine 
with a show at Standpoint Gallery, 
and I have secured a place at  
the Royal College of Art in their 
printmaking department.”

Alumni 
Georgina Kapralou
“Coming from a non-artistic 
background myself, Graduate 
Diploma Fine Art was a course 
of experimentation and 
discovery. I was always 
interested in gender politics, 
and the guidance of my tutors 
helped me to develop a body  
of work that could shape and 
bring my ideas into form. These 
ideas that I originally touched 
on during the Graduate Diploma 
are essential to my practice, 
and have now evolved further 
on the MA Fine Art at Chelsea.”

Course Leader 
Dr Katrine Hjelde 
“Exhibiting and making practice 
public is a cornerstone of the 
experience of the Graduate 
Diploma. Students begin the 
course by showing work, and go 
on to have another four exhibitions 
during the course. Students 
self-organise and create their own 
exhibition opportunities, and they 
also organise some of our public 
events, as a way to consider 
practice collectively and with  
a sense of the broader art 
community. The course is unique 
in the way it draws on students’ 
existing knowledge and 
experience towards peer learning 
and community formation. 

“Our studios spaces are 
fundamental to our ethos, and to 
our teaching and learning, and we 
see the studio environment as  
a starting point from which to 
develop the artists and art of the 
future. We do group tutorials,  
1:1 tutorials, crits and seminars, 
and all activities take the collective 
and discursive space of the studio 
as a point of departure.” 

The core of this course 
experience is the development 
of a supportive community that 
will help you define the strengths 
of your practice and build 
confidence in your approach.  
In our designated studios,  
you will work alongside a small 
group of ambitious students 
from a diverse range of 
educational and cultural 
backgrounds. The intensive  
and challenging 30-week course 
enables you to produce an 
independent, informed body  
of work and prepares you for 
further study and practice in fine 
art. On successful completion  
of this course there is a chance 
to progress onto the MA Fine Art 
courses at Chelsea and 
Camberwell Colleges of Arts. 

Binbin Li 
Graduate Diploma Fine Art

Join us at Chelsea 
Page 52 

Open Days  
Page 64
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MA  
 Curating  
 and  
 Collections

What to  
expect
Practical skills will sit alongside 
critical reflection to help you 
develop a balanced approach to 
curating. Attention will be given  
to curatorial methods, such as: 
exhibition design, concept 
development, marketing, press 
releases, audience engagement, 
artist liaison and budgeting.  
You will also address current 
critical debates, staying up to date 
on issues such as the formation  
of publics, and the status of artists  
in collections, as well as objects 
and their meaning. The course  
will help build your confidence in 
handling a range of materials, such 
as: moving-image; paintings and 
photographs; prints and drawings; 
garments and textiles; ceramics 
and glassware. The curatorial 
team at Chelsea Space will provide 
training within an active and 
supportive curatorial environment 
so that you can skilfully engage 
with the best examples of 
contemporary practice.  
Those who want to further their 
experience of contemporary  
and historic collections will be 
strengthened by the balance 
between practical ‘know-how’  
and critical knowledge.

Student  
Shalini Anne  
Raja Segaran
“I think the practical aspect of the 
course has taught me a great deal, 
and that is something that can  
be brought forward into my 
practice in the future. The journey 
from concept to creation of an 
exhibition is a long process.  
What I have learnt is that 
collaboration is key to putting up 
an exhibition and it is always good 
to talk through your ideas with 
your peers, as sometimes you  
can be too close to your work,  
and that can help you to think 
through more deeply about your 
exhibition and its concepts.” 

Alumni 
Cairo Clarke
“The most important thing I 
learned on the course came from 
the crits, from talking about our 
work, our curatorial approaches, 
and not being in an echo chamber 
but being open and critiquing 
each other’s ideas, the good and 
the things that were problematic 
– that was huge for me.

“My most notable project, 
Touch Sensitive, took place as  
a series of art interventions and 
performances at Yinka Shonibare 
MBE’s Guest Projects in 2017. 
Since then I have worked as 
Curator at DKUK, Assistant 
Curator for TfL’s Art on the 
Underground, and written for the 
likes of King Kong, Garçon and 
Dazed. Most recently I have 
self-published a printed art space 
and curatorial experiment called 
SITE, part of the Radical Reading 
Room exhibition at The Studio 
Museum in Harlem, New York.”

Course Leader  
Dr David Dibosa
“When I walk through exhibitions 
curated by myself or by others,  
I am looking for critical insights 
enhanced by an engagement with 
my senses. Colour, light, sound 
and texture need to be arranged  
in a way that help me think and 
reflect. By learning how to 
assemble artworks and artefacts 
for display, curators find a way  
to reach audiences directly, 
opening their minds to a range  
of experiences. By studying with 
the teaching and curatorial teams 
on MA Curating and Collections, 
you will learn how to build 
exhibitions that create that  
direct engagement with viewers. 
We want to work alongside you  
to develop the knowledge and 
skills needed to deliver thought-
provoking shows. It is not enough 
to outline images and sketch 
concepts. We do not ‘curate by 
jpeg’. Together, we learn to create 
displays, large or small, so that  
we share our knowledge and 
experience through exhibitions.”

This practice-based course 
gives you hands-on experience 
of organising exhibitions and 
developing curatorial projects. 
You will work alongside curators, 
learning how to handle art and 
design objects. Professionals  
in the curatorial team at Chelsea 
Space will guide your curating  
of artefacts. Your exhibition 
skills will be underpinned  
by curatorial knowledge, 
enhanced by study visits to 
major institutions. Curators  
from museums such as Tate,  
the British Museum and the  
V&A, will offer you unique 
perspectives on their work.  
By combining practical 
engagement with historical 
understanding, the course 
builds the skills needed for  
a successful career.

MA Curating and Collections 
Summer Show 2019

Left: MA Curating and 
Collections Summer Show 
2019, Chelsea Space and  
John Latham Foundation

45 week course over 15 months
Subject to approval

Join us at Chelsea 
Page 52 

Open Days  
Page 64
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MA  
Fine Art

What to  
expect

 z To contextualise your work in 
relation to contemporary cultural 
practices and ideas.

 z To independently produce 
critically aware work.

 z To build your professional 
experience and portfolio  
through regular participation  
in public exhibitions, events and 
publications.

 z To participate in regular practice 
consultancies, discussions,  
field trips and workshops.

 z To become an active member  
of an international arts community.

 z To participate in discursive  
and collaborative practices  
with colleagues.

 z To participate in our 
partnerships network, through 
which we organise workshops, 
lectures, discussions, studio 
visits, field trips and exhibitions. 
These currently include  
Sotheby’s Institute of Art and  
the UAL Research Centre for 
Transnational Art, Identity and 
Nation (TrAIN). 

 z To be involved with the student 
run MA Fine Art public gallery 
situated at Chelsea. 

 z To contribute to the MA Fine  
Art student led online publication, 
mafazine.myblog.arts.ac.uk.  
It aims to encourage expanded 
practices of writing, video, 
journalism, cultural criticism  
and arts communication.

Student 
Nicolas Evans
“Through this course I have had 
the chance to show my work  
all around London, engage with 
lots of artists and really develop 
a great network of fellow  
artists. It’s also through this 
course that I received the 
Tiffany and Co. x Outset 
Studiomakers prize, something 
that came as a great surprise”.

Student 
Alice Morey
“I have had many opportunities 
whilst on the course, including  
a solo exhibition at The Ryder 
Projects, a commercial gallery  
in East London. I have also taken 
part in two group exhibitions in 
Berlin and one in Czech Republic. 

“I was able to make all the work 
for these exhibitions at Chelsea 
and use the facilities to help me.  
I received a lot of help from the 
technicians in the wood and 
ceramics workshop, talking to 
them in detail, exchanging ideas, 
and problem solving, ultimately  
to realise my extravagant 
installations and materials. 

“As of July, I will be the Family 
Artist in residence at Camden  
Arts Centre together with fellow 
student Emily Mulenga. I have 
also received an exchange 
residency in Hong Kong, between 
students from Chelsea and  
The Hong Kong Baptist University.”

Alumni 
Georgina Tyson
“Having constant conversations 
about my practice with tutors and 
fellow students alike gave me 
confidence in my work and helped 
it to progress into a visual 
language I’d struggled to find 
before attending Chelsea. 

“Embrace every critique, 
lecture and opportunity to build 
your network and progress your 
practice. The people you meet  
on the course will fuel your work, 
come to your shows, champion 
your success and help you install 
a TV when you realise you don’t 
know how to use a drill!

“After graduating I was 
accepted to attend the Royal 
College of Art, filmed for a Louis 
Theroux documentary, and 
commissioned by the ICA as part 
of the BBC New Creatives, with 
mentoring from Dazed, 
funded by the Arts Council with 
my art collaboration Babeworld.”

Course Leader 
Patricia Ellis
“The MA Fine Art course is unique 
for its activity-based learning, 
practicality, and audience 
engaged ethos. Participating 
artists design their own 
programme of study and receive 
mentoring throughout to develop 
their practices. We have the MAFA 
gallery, an on-campus project 
space open to the public, where 
MAFA artists regularly organise 
weekly exhibitions and events. 

“Our spacious, naturally lit 
communal production areas, 
excellent workshop and technical 
facilities, global research 
networks, and accessible and 
helpful staff, make Chelsea a 
dynamic hub of creativity at the 
epicentre of Europe’s most 
exciting art metropolis. 

“I’m an artist, writer, curator, 
and consultant, and I work with 
emerging artists in these 
capacities on the MAFA course.  
I am especially interested in the 
future of art: what art is or could 
be, how art is communicated,  
and how artists can develop their 
practices in very forward-thinking 
and culturally progressive ways.”

MA Fine Art at Chelsea is  
one of the longest running 
postgraduate fine art courses  
in the country. It offers emerging 
artists an intensive programme 
of development to professional 
practice. The course is designed 
to help enhance the making, 
criticality and articulation of 
your practice. It aims to expand 
your work’s audiences and 
contextual reach. Experimental 
practices and individual inquiry 
are activated in professional 
contexts that challenge what  
art is or could be, how art is 
communicated, and how artists 
can develop their practices in 
forward-thinking and culturally 
progressive ways.

Daniel Freeman
MA Fine Art
Overleaf: Abi Moffat
MA Fine Art

45 week course over 15 months
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Design
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“For me, what’s interesting is  
not just how to prepare graphic 
designers to work in graphic 
design, but understanding how 
they can apply the principles, 
methods and processes for  
future graphic design practices  
to the sectors beyond the  
creative industries.”

Simon Maidment is not only  
the Dean of Design, but he is also  
a practising designer; so he brings 
experience in both education  
and professional design to his  
role at Chelsea. 

He was once asked what sets 
Design at Chelsea apart from 
courses at other colleges.  
“When students apply to Chelsea,” 
he said, “They should understand 
that one of our key contexts is the 
global – understanding design 
from numerous cultural 
perspectives, and how design 
practice is fundamentally different 
in, say, Japan, in North America,  
in Mexico. And how core 
professional skills need to 
demonstrate empathy for  
different geo-cultural needs.”

The Design courses are now 
progressing with that approach. 
“I’m interested in the overlap 
between the local and the 
international,” he says. “How  
we pursue a social design agenda 
that actually understands itself 
beyond the local, but is essentially 
informed by our working through 
our local and global communities. 
How we understand that through 
the global lens, as afforded  
by Chelsea’s networks and  
global agenda. 

“It’s about how we understand 
the future of those design 
disciplines and the value and  

worth they can contribute to the 
fields of health, wealth, mobility, 
security and community. 

“Those are really broad titles, 
and their breadth is strategic –  
so when we talk about mobility,  
it’s about understanding 
migration, transient populations 
and how design principles relate 
to a sense of home.

“And we are developing the 
partnerships that will offer us 
those opportunities. For example, 
when we say we are concerned 
with health, that is about 
developing relationships with 
local hospitals. When we talk 
about the idea of working in 
mobility, that’s about recognising 
who the key partners are in that, 
so that we can understand very 
practically how design can 
engage with this agenda.” 

The range of partnerships  
is broad, from projects with 
museums, cultural partners that 
allow students to diversify their 
audiences and understand visitor 
experience, to working with a 
housing group to demonstrate 
design’s facility to support resilient 
social housing. 

“By asking certain questions 
we can provoke, interrogate, and 
challenge,” says Simon. “And I 
don’t think it’s about us coming  
up with the answer, so to speak, 
but perhaps suggesting areas of 
opportunity, and using our design 
facility in those unusual contexts 
to bring a greater degree of 
attention to the value of design.” 

The idea of collaboration  
is key to studying at Chelsea; 
collaboration between students, 
and also between courses. “I think 
students come to university to 

collaborate, to participate, to work 
in an interdisciplinary way,” says 
Simon. “If that is true then half my 
job is to facilitate that. 

“Part of that work is just making 
something explicit which 
historically has been implicit in all 
the courses. This idea of sharing, 
collaboration, participation. But in 
order for us to do this to the extent 
which I think we need, we can’t do  
it on our own. 

“If the College is about the idea 
of advocacy for creativity and 
creative subjects nationally and 
internationally, then actually I think 
that cascades down to the design 
school becoming a guardian and an 
advocate for design’s total worth, 
and how it can be understood 
beyond the creative industries.”

Which is relevant to those who 
are thinking about studying  
design, but may be wondering 
whether there is a future career 
path, whether design is relevant, 
and whether the studies are 
realistic. Simon identifies some of 
the benefits which an ‘art school’  
ethos offers to its students. 

“How we engage them in 
broader questions, creating  
a space for interaction, for 
intervention and for participation. 
How we help develop, support  
and broadcast an evolved 
understanding as to the value and 
the contribution that design can 
make. How we prototype, how we 
iterate, how we test and how we 
speculate, And how we apply or 
deploy our own design practice  
in this educational context.”

At Chelsea, he believes,  
“We will offer a much more 
focussed understanding of what 
the art school is.” 

Beyond the  
 creative
Simon Maidment, Dean of Design, explains how students of 
our design disciplines will engage with the wider world
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Graphic Design Communication 
actively engages you in the 
creation and understanding of 
the rich visual culture that now 
surrounds us. This course aims 
to help you develop a practical 
and conceptual set of creative 
tools, while engaging you in the 
community and practice of 
graphic design communication. 

BA Graphic 
Design  
 Communication

What to  
expect
The field of graphic design has 
expanded, exploring new 
disciplines, skill sets and 
challenges across a range of 
contexts. At the core of BA 
Graphic Design Communication is 
a belief that designers need to be 
as prepared to create outcomes 
using lens-based media and 
moving image and to build 
immersive experiences and make 
three-dimensional work as they 
are to practice the more traditional 
crafts of type and layout. The 
course is known for producing 
graphic design communicators 
equipped with the core graphic 
design skills alongside an 
appreciation for moving image, 
documentary, experimental film, 
fashion film and motion graphics. 
The course enables you to explore 
these territories and develop both 
the relevant skills to become a 
contemporary creative and to 
define where your own sense of 
practice fits within this growing 
discipline. 

Contemporary designers 
should understand both the 
creative and the cultural world that 
surrounds them and be ready to 
take part in forming the future of 

Student 
Alba Skottowe
“I benefited a lot from the 
opportunities that the live briefs 
have to offer. One was from 
Clerkenwell Design Week,  
to celebrate their 10th 
anniversary, and I had the 
amazing opportunity to have  
my work printed on the floor 
outside Farringdon Station. 
Another great project was the 
D&AD New Blood awards, 
where (as part of the syllabus) 
we submit work in response to 
briefs set by major brands such 

Course Leader 
David Barnett 
“Our course is diagnostic, so we 
can meet you where you are and 
help you on to where you want  
to go. We have an incredibly 
experienced and diverse  
teaching team who all have  
active practices of their own. 

“Here you’ll find people 
working on projects as diverse  
as they are – time travel through 
scent, how typography can help 
those with autism, fashion 
promotion, filmmaking and 
documentary, or how to use 
branding to create social 
regeneration. This as well as live 
industry projects and regularly 
winning national awards for briefs 
like D&AD New Blood and YCN 
(You Can Now). 

 “Film and motion is a  
particular hotspot on this course 
– it’s second nature to us to 
understand how to originate and 
present moving image, and many 
come to Chelsea to understand 
this approach. 

“Graduates enjoy coming back 
to teach on a regular basis, and 
we now have a thriving network  
of like-minds, making that leap 
into professional practice a little 
less daunting.” 

Mabel Dilliway 
BA Graphic Design 
Communication

3 years full-time
UCAS W216

as Adidas, Heinz and Durex, 
with the opportunity to win an 
award. In addition to the live 
briefs we are constantly fed 
internship opportunities from 
the tutors, who are themselves 
industry professionals.

“In my future practice I hope 
to pursue filmmaking, which  
I first got into when we were 
given a film-based brief which 
involved producing a short film 
about London from scratch.  
This was a key project for me, 
as the knowledge I gained was 
invaluable when it came to 
producing my own films in  
later projects.”

the subject. That’s why we will 
urge you to create an outward 
facing practice, one that engages 
with your community and helps 
you build a network and a bridge 
into the professional design world. 
With the help of our established 
lecturers, our network of industry 
influencers, and alumni designers, 
we aim to keep your knowledge 
and understanding fresh and 
relevant. Using live engagements 
and projects designed to open  
up your creative potential and 
develop your skills, we aim to 
broaden your potential as a 
designer. This approach prepares 
you for your next step and results 
in the course enjoying high 
statistics for employability, or to 
be ready for postgraduate study. 
We run an ambitious programme 
of study and want to help you 
develop the confidence to grow 
your skills in an environment 
where you will have the freedom  
to take creative risks and learn. 
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This course navigates three 
scales of design: object, space, 
and programme. We prepare 
designers for their creative 
futures as articulate, critical 
thinkers and self-reflective 
practitioners able to respond  
to new challenges within the 
discipline of Interior Design. 

BA Interior 
Design

What to  
expect
On the course, design practice  
is considered within the global 
context of social, economic and 
ecological sustainability, and 
further defined through analogue 
and digital technologies. 

The course offers a wide-
ranging programme, with 
emphasis on a human and 
user-centred approach to design 
from small-scale projects such  
as interior furniture and product, 
residential and hospitality, through 
to large-scale proposals for work 
and retail environments. Students 
engage with a full spectrum of 
design skills, including technical 
and professional skills, from the 
making of scale models and 
prototypes for design briefs,  
to the graphic depiction of interior 
environments in digital media. 
Interior Design is taught through 
project based learning in the 
atmosphere and structure of our 
Superstudios – a model of open 
participatory study which brings 
together academic, theoretical 
and technical learning. 

The course is professionally 

Left: Huixin Xue, Illa Olicia 
Donwahi, Rushil Gaba,  
Syeda Nosheen Hassan
FdA and BA Interior Design 
Summer Show 2019

3 years full-time
UCAS W252

Alumni 
Luke Sharma
“Live projects were the most 
exciting part of the course. 
Working alongside professional 
practices such as The Decorators 
was an amazing opportunity 
because the project felt real.  
Real deadlines, real sites and real 
clients put myself and my peers  
in at the deep end, getting a 
genuine feel for what it is like  
to work in industry. 

“The course gave me the 
discipline to meet my deadlines 
and execute my ideas via the 
correct software which I used  
to project my ideas in a 
professional manner.”
Luke Sharma was on the FdA 
Interior Design course

Course Leader  
Tomris Tangaz 
“This course explores our 
collective and individual agency  
in ‘making’ the world, whether it 
be through objects, furniture or 
space. Design is a critical 
conversation about how we live, 
work, socialise, and interact with 
one another and in doing so  
how we – as a community and 
society – thrive. 

“In my role as Course Leader, 
I’ve specialised in creating 
enterprise partnerships between 
education, industry and cultural 
organisations. We’ve participated, 
collaborated and led over 30 live 
projects on the course, connecting 
students to a diverse and broad 
set of contexts, networks and 
people, and actively engaging 
them in live situations and current 
debates. The course provides a 
truly distinctive design education 
through its teaching of design 
methodology, innovative making 
cultures and an emphasis on 
personal process and 
collaborative practice.”

Deborah O’Dea
BA Interior Design 2019

accredited by the Chartered 
Society of Designers (CSD), 
recognised as the world’s largest 
body of professional designers 
with a Royal Charter and with 
members in 33 countries. CSD 
formally recognises excellence in 
both design teaching and study.

Student 
Deborah O’Dea
“During my time at Chelsea,  
I have had the opportunity to 
work in all of the workshops, 
developing model making skills 
which I have used continuously 
throughout all of my projects,  
in order to develop concepts.  
In my first year I had the 
opportunity to design the end  
of year show, gaining experience 
on creating detailed drawings of 
a plinth which was sent to outside 
contractors to be made. In my 
second year we collaborated 
with two architecture practices, 
gaining knowledge about the 
complete design process. 
Numerous guests have joined  
our crits, helping to give a variety 
of suggestions to push my 
projects further.” 
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BA Product  
 and Furniture 
Design

Student 
Joseph Orchard 
“I have valued the creative 
freedom and support the course 
gives to explore a way in which  
to design that is conscious to  
my concerns about the world.  
I have learnt the importance of 
originality, and designing for 
something you believe in, 
producing meaningful work  
that is aware of its place in the 
design world.”

Course Leader 
Dr Jason Cleverly
“The course is designed to 
encourage learning and developing 
unique approaches to design 
practice. A key part is developing 
as an individual, by learning from 
staff with experience and 
knowledge of the world of design, 
as well as through the opportunity 
to design and make three 
dimensional objects as a personal 
response to design problems. 

“The best reasons for choosing 
this course? How our students 
explore making, engage in live 
projects, and work with staff who 
are practitioners, while enjoying 
our great facilities, and Chelsea’s 
unique location in London.” 

What to  
expect
The course introduces students  
to ways of developing work 
through a range of material 
workshops. There is an ongoing 
diagnostic process of individual 
material practices. Students  
as designers and makers use 
appropriate materials and 
processes for specific projects, 
often with regards to individual 
aptitudes, interests and skills.  
This flexible approach to materials 
use supports practice in a shifting 
landscape by encouraging  
an understanding of the agility  
and resilience required for the 
designer-maker approach to 
contemporary creative industries 
and audiences. 

You will study our interaction 
with objects; this will support your 
development of work that might 
have practical, aesthetic or playful 
uses. These social science 
techniques will be adopted as  
a valuable addition to your 
approach to design projects 
throughout the course and it is 
hoped your future design career. 

Year One students have the 
opportunity to design and make 
furniture for our local community. 
This includes collaboration with 
partners to assess needs for 

This course offers you the 
chance to explore our social, 
physical and emotional 
connection to objects.  
The course puts making at the 
centre of design production,  
to ensure the development and 
practice of both creative and 
practical skills. This is combined 
with a critical and investigative 
approach to objects.

3 years full-time
UCAS W248

Dan McMahon
BA 3D Design

design development and making. 
Follow up filming sessions 
evaluate the work in use. 

Year Two students work in 
public places to consider issues 
facing exterior contexts through 
the use of local materials, 
contexts and social concerns,  
to communicate a sense of place 
or to solve local issues. Again  
the design approach considers 
both materiality and social 
interaction to develop artefacts.

You will have the opportunity  
to work with our heritage and 
museum sector partners.  
You will design artefacts to give  
an audience the opportunity to 
engage as groups and individuals, 
and to encourage possibilities  
for creative transformation and 
interaction for interpretation. 
Design development also builds 
on ethnographic studies of social 
conventions in the museum, 
heritage and experience design 
sector. Additionally, projects will 
consider curatorial, community, 
diversity and access issues. 

Left: Simon Taylor
BA 3D Design
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BA Textile 
Design

What to  
expect
You will be introduced to the 
possibilities in weave, stitch, knit 
and print. The course encourages 
you not to see these as stand-
alone disciplines but instead to 
embrace the skills as a starting 
point to develop new and exciting 
solutions to design challenges. 
We want to develop visionary, 
responsible designers capable  
of designing with aesthetic 
sensibility and for social justice, 
who test out ideas through 
prototyping, experimentation,  
live projects and digital platform 
storytelling. The interaction 
between new technologies and 
traditional craft processes is a 
dynamic aspect of the course. 

A vibrant studio culture marks 
out the course and creates an 
environment where students can 
develop ideas, engage in peer 
learning, and bring together 
concept and process. The studios 
are multi-functional and can be 
adapted to fit project needs.  
In addition to these facilities, 
students can negotiate access  
to 3D and Audio-Visual 
workshops depending on project 
direction and relevance. 

Live projects with the creative 
industries, an international  
trade fair showcase and 
opportunities for competition 
entry enable students to build 
networks, engage in knowledge 
exchange and expand their 
professional development. 

Environmental issues and 
concerns are embedded in all 
stages of the curriculum, 
supported by staff research 
interests. The renowned 
sustainable design and circular 
economy research at Chelsea is 
embedded within projects and 

This exciting interdisciplinary 
textile course focuses on the 
synthesis between ideas and 
making, concept and process.  
It encourages students to  
take creative risks and test  
out ideas through an 
experimental approach. 

3 years full-time
UCAS W231

Student 
Guy Genney
“There have been so many 
opportunities throughout the 
course which have stretched 
me as a designer and widened 
my contextual knowledge.  
The highlight must be the place  
I won at the summer school at 
Kyoto Institute of Technology  
in Japan, where I had privileged 
access to artisanal weavers and 

encourages students to think 
critically about their subject and 
its impact. The course aims to 
develop students with the ability 
to solve problems creatively 
through design thinking and 
‘thinking through making’. 

Alumni 
Liisa Chisholm
“I’ve continued to work as a 
freelance textile designer and, 
quite blissfully, I’ve found my way 
back into a ceramics studio this 
spring. In the coming months  
I look forward to continuing to 
develop my work there as well  
as experimenting with animation 
and installation-based work. I am 
grateful to have finally found time 
this year to start pushing my own 
stuff a bit more, though balancing 
life as a freelancer is still a 
constant battle. I’m excited to  
see where it takes me! 

“One highlight was a residency 
in Shanghai with Fiu Gallery.  
Over the course of five weeks,  
I had a solo exhibition in their 
gallery and worked on a range  
of commercial projects, some of 
which are continuing to roll out.  
It was the first time I’d ever gone 
abroad for a block of work and  
it really taught me a lot. 

“I also have a collaboration with 
a children’s clothing company in 
China coming out sometime soon 
too and I was lucky enough to do a 
cover for Vague Skate Magazine.”

Course Leader  
Samantha Elliott 
“Textile Design has the ability  
to inform many outcomes.  
From traditional approaches  
such as print, stitch, knit and 
weave, to newer forms adopted 
by our students such as ceramics, 
metal & film, we aim to support 
future thinking designers who  
can utilise the skills they have 
developed whilst on the course  
to access a variety of employment 
opportunities. The course has  
a sustainable and ethical core  
which we embed throughout  
all our teaching and thinking,  
and through this we will produce  
a new cohort of ethical designers 
who can impact the areas they 
move into during and after 
graduation. 

“The learning outcomes are 
delivered through projects, which 
are written to enable students  
to draw on prior learning and 
experiences, thus creating  
a diverse approach to the 
disciplines. We encourage 
students to develop work which  
is personal to them, enabling  
a design signature to develop. 
Typically briefs might include 
teamwork and collaborative 
approaches to social design 
questions, research outcomes, 
fashion, interiors, spatial,  
product or digital outcomes. 

 “A recent ‘live’ project with  
Nike enabled third year students  
to showcase a diverse range of 
approaches to a set brief.  
Selected students then visited 
Nike HQ in Oregon, and the 
returning students were involved  
in an all-course briefing to share 
experiences of the successful  
trip. This vertical learning is 
important within the course to  
help develop community.” 

Overleaf: Priscilla Luong
BA Textile Design

cooperatives working with silk 
to produce fabric for kimonos.

 “Another part of the course 
at Chelsea is the focus on 
sustainability in our practice. 
From the first week, this 
important aspect of the industry 
has become part of our DNA  
as new designers, it’s never 
been a ‘project’ or box ticking 
exercise, but instead 
sustainable processes and 
outcomes are integrated in 
everything we’ve done.”
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 Graduate 
Diploma  
 Graphic Design

Course Leader 
Laura Knight 
“On leaving a BA, or after time 
working in industry, it can be 
difficult to position your practice  
in the broad (and ever expanding) 
world of graphic design.  
During this year you will have  
the opportunity to explore and 
develop ways of working. You  
will be pushed to think about the 
subject from different perspectives 
and explore what practice really 
means to you. The course brings 
together a range of students and 
staff from different backgrounds 
and disciplines, and it is on this 
variety that we build the experience 
of the course each year. You will 
take part in seminars and 
workshops, independent and 
collaborative projects, and you 
will be encouraged to develop 
your own ways of working,  
not just as a designer but as  
a group of designers. 

 “By the end of the year on  
the Graduate Diploma I would 
hope that students feel a sense  
of confidence in their practice  
as a designer. They will have  
built and participated in a 
community of practice, developed 
a number of interesting projects  
in new contexts, expanded their 
professional network, and 
developed the research skills  
to enable them to progress in  
their practice or to go on to  
study at Masters level.”

Student 
Kat Põllu 
“I’ve learnt various surprising 
design techniques that have made 
me confident in my work. I was 
able to be myself throughout 
these experiences and develop by 
letting my imagination be guided. 
Most importantly, I learnt how to 
think through making in a highly 
creative way. The workshops are 
the reason why I continue to learn. 
My next step is to use these 
techniques in my design practice, 
on the MA Graphic Design 
Communication course at 
Camberwell, along with the 
reflective writing skills that have 
helped me navigate problems.” 

Student 
Huaiying Yu
“Chelsea provides a range of 
workshops to help us organise 
ideas, and consider the method to 
explore and the medium to deliver, 
which has broadened my horizon, 
expanding the subject knowledge 
as well as opening my mind.  
In addition, in terms of technology, 
there are regular classes to learn 
and consolidate the application  
of software, which provides  
more possibilities in project 
experimentation and delivery. 

“The University’s creative 
learning environment is 
unparalleled, with its world-
renowned teachers, its wonderful 
collaborative partnerships and  
its easy access to global art  
and design treasures in London.  
I really appreciate those various 
insights from different fields,  
while absorbing the latest 
concepts at the same time.”

What to  
expect
The Graduate Diploma in Graphic 
Design will introduce you to the 
key elements of graphic design 
alongside historical and 
contemporary theoretical 
contexts. The project-led learning 
on the course is based around  
a toolkit of transferable and 
professional skills, discipline-
specific crafts such as 
typography, analogue and digital 
image making, and contemporary 
presentation techniques.  
There will be opportunities to  
work on commissions and live 
projects that will help you improve 
your application of conceptual, 
production and critical skills  
within the design process,  
through input from professional 
practitioners, group crits, 
seminars, workshops and 
discussions. The course has  
a visiting speaker programme 
exploring contemporary practice 
and cultural contexts. Personal 
and professional development is 
integrated into the course and it is 
committed to supporting students 
in developing the skills, knowledge 
and confidence necessary to 
continue their creative practice 
through bespoke sessions, talks 
with industry practitioners and 
career management and 
postgraduate seminars.

.

This course will enable you to 
develop your graphic design 
thinking and making. It is 
designed for students who  
wish to progress to MA level. 
On successful completion of  
this course there is a chance  
to progress onto the MA Graphic 
Design Communication course  
at Camberwell College of Arts.

1 year full-time

Collaborative project
Graduate Diploma Graphic 
Design Summer Show 2019
Left: Graduate Diploma Graphic 
Design Summer Show 2019
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 Graduate 
Diploma  
Interior Design

This course is a full-time one  
year programme equivalent to  
the third year of an interior design 
undergraduate course. It will help  
to prepare you with the skills and 
experience required for further 
study at MA level, and to venture 
into the professional world of 
interior design. Students on this 
course come from many different 
backgrounds but most already  
have a first degree. On successful 
completion of this course there  
is a chance to progress onto the MA 
Interior and Spatial Design course 
at Camberwell College of Arts.

Alumni 
Danai Batskou
“I love Chelsea College of Arts; 
it is not just a space, it is my 
place. Creative people in a 
friendly environment have made 
it an amazing time for me. 

“Coming to Chelsea as a 
mechanical engineer, with 
mostly technical skills, I have 
learnt how to reflect, observe 
and visualise my ideas, and  
also how to work with new 
materials in the workshops. 

Course Leader  
Josef Huber 
“The course is dynamic, fast 
moving, and gets students  
where they want to be. 

“Students come to the course 
with diverse backgrounds and a 
variety of aims and expectations. 
While we of course support  
the development of new skills  
and abilities, we also encourage 
specialisations and choice  
of direction. 

“The work students produce is 
in many ways a personal journey, 
helping them to arrive at their 
desired destination – be it further 
study, employment within the 
industry, or a range of other areas.

“The course benefits from 
being within a large, dynamic 
design ‘programme’, and we  
have the fantastic support and 
resources of not only the College 
but the whole of the University  
of the Arts London. And all  
of the tutors on the course are  
also involved in practice of  
some sort, which provides 
exciting, up-to-date input into  
the teaching.” 

What to  
expect
Studying on this course, you  
will develop a flexible open-
mindedness when thinking about 
interior design and you will be 
given the opportunity to critically 
engage with contemporary design 
approaches. We will show you 
how to connect with interior 
design in a variety of ways,  
for example, through designing, 
visually communicating, 
researching and writing. 

The course is delivered in two 
units, which help you build up  
the skills and expertise you need 
to progress. These are Unit 1: 
Commodity and Design; Unit 2: 
Negotiated Design Programme. 

Within these core units, you  
will work on a number of smaller 
projects, including residential and 
commercial/public realm creative 
design projects as well as research 
and professional development. 

There are various research and 
study visits and trips during the 
year in London, the UK and abroad. 

During the year students are 
involved in various live projects. 
These are across the field of 
interior design, including retail, 
restaurants, hotel, other 
hospitality, and of course 
residential. We work closely  
with industry professionals  
and our students are offered  
a range of possible work 
experience and internships,  
often leading to employment. 1 year full-time

Anna Mackie
Graduate Diploma  
Interior Design

Experimenting, with materials 
and with my ideas, has 
transformed and developed  
my designs.

“I felt the need to explore the 
field more, to continue further 
with my research, and learn 
about artists and designers that 
interest me and test my ideas, 
so I chose to go on and do an MA.  
During my time at Chelsea,  
I also volunteered at the Lumiere 
London light festival. I am proud 
to have been a Chelsea student; 
the College has a strong 
reputation for a reason.”
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 Graduate 
Diploma  
 Textile Design

This course will enable you to 
develop your textile design 
thinking and making. The course 
is designed for students who 
wish to progress to MA level.  
On successful completion of  
this course there is a chance to 
progress onto the MA Textile 
Design course at Chelsea 
College of Arts.

Course Leader 
Claire Anderson 
“Today textile design is at the 
forefront of futures thinking and 
design solutions that respond  
to global issues including the 
exploitation of resources and the 
practicalities of material choices. 
My own research sits across 
futures facing textile projects 
where textiles are the carrier  
of codes and values reflecting 
historical and current economic 
and social systems. 

“Students on the course  
will learn how to develop their 
knowledge of contemporary and 
traditional textile strategies in 
order to create new and innovative 
work aimed at helping to provide 
solutions to some of the complex 
challenges of the 21st century. 
The course is committed to 
supporting students in developing 
the design skills, knowledge and 
confidence necessary to continue 
their creative practice.”

What to  
expect
You will be introduced to the  
key elements of textile design 
alongside historical and 
contemporary theoretical  
contexts and socially responsible 
textile design. 

The learning on the course  
is based around a ‘tool kit’ of 
transferable and professional skills 
as well as discipline-specific textile 
design methodologies such as 
visual research, design thinking  
and prototyping material ideas.  
As part of this you will be introduced 
to Chelsea’s textile workshops. 

The projects you will work on 
during your time on the course  
will help you to improve your 
application of conceptual, 
production and critical skills within 
the design process through input 

1 year full-time

from professional practitioners, 
live project opportunities, group 
crits, workshops, seminars  
and discussions. 

You will have access to  
a visiting speaker programme 
exploring contemporary  
practice, sustainability and 
cultural contexts 

During your course, you  
will develop a design proposal 
underpinned by sustainable, 
social and responsible design 
research methodologies and 
practices. Personal and 
professional development  
is integrated into the course  
with opportunities to develop  
your skills through design 
workshops, industry practitioner 
talks, and postgraduate 
progression seminars. 

You will be part of a wider 
postgraduate and textile  
design community.

Claudia Kerr
BA Textile Design
Left: Jeanne Indriani
Graduate Diploma  
Textile Design
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MA Textile 
Design 

Student 
Sara Kelly
“Over the past six months at 
Chelsea I have been offered many 
opportunities. First among those 
has been my MA Scholarship from 
the Ashley Family Foundation 
which covered my full fees, and 
has allowed me to take more time 
to work on my project and to reflect 
on the research which I undertake. 

“I’ve also been nominated  
for the Tiffany & Co. x Outset 
Studiomakers Award, which offers 
seven students one-year rent free 
studio space in North London. 
Alongside these great 
opportunities, I’ve attended 
lectures and exhibitions with  
other postgraduates, which  
have been extremely helpful.” 

What to  
expect
The course is research-led and 
practice-based. The MA Textile 
Studio is the creative heart of the 
course’s dynamic creative design 
community, a forum for  
discussion, study, friendship and 
collaboration. The studio is also 
where most teaching activities  
take place; these include  
seminars, workshops, group and 
individual tutorials as well as peer 
presentations and briefings. 

A unique feature of this course  
is the emphasis of each student’s 
Major Project, which underpins 
their learning journey and spans 
the whole course. Students write 
their own project brief during the 
first term of the course, through  
a process of examination and 
exploration of their research and 
design interests and within the 
context of their technical textile 
design skills and experience. 

Sustainable and responsible 
approaches and attitudes to 
design are central to the course.  
In the first unit, emphasis is  
placed on exploring these in  
depth, through teaching activities 
including seminars, workshops 
and group work, to enable all 
students to confidently embrace 
and embed sustainable thinking 
into their work. The Centre for 
Circular Design is a research unit 
based at Chelsea whose focus 
investigates materials, models and 
mindsets for a circular economy 
and the role designers play in 
sustainable futures. The CCD 
principles are firmly embedded 
within the course ethos. 

Running alongside the Major 
Project at various points during the 
course are other smaller projects 

This course is underpinned by 
sustainable and responsible 
approaches to design. It offers 
you a unique opportunity to 
explore possibilities within 
textile design and help to shape 
the future of the industry. 
Through creative enquiry and 
being part of our vibrant and 
diverse student design 
community, you will be 
encouraged to explore and 
develop your research interests 
and design ideas, build your 
knowledge and advance your 
career ambitions.

45 week course over 15 months
Subject to approval

and opportunities. These are  
often collaborative with a focus  
on peer-learning, and currently 
include: ‘The TEN’: Sustainable 
Design Strategies, TABA 
Sustainable Design Event,  
an interdisciplinary MA design 
collaborative design project  
and ‘Unpicking the Past’ an 
investigative archive project. 

We also invite students to 
engage in a number of different 
national and international industry 
competitions each year, which 
currently include: BEDifferent 
(Lenzing), Tiffany & Co. x Outset, 
and the Bradford Textile Society 
Design Competition. 

We aim to enable students on 
the course: to become confident 
and adaptable designers;  
to embed sustainable and 
responsible approaches to design 
into their practice; and expand 
their subject knowledge in their 
chosen field of textile design. 

Jionyuan Chen
MA Textile Design

Left: Jill Kennedy McNeill
MA Textile Design Alumni 

Kritika Soni
“My experience of studying textiles 
at Chelsea was a stepping-stone  
to landing a career in ceramics – 
which was completely unplanned!  
I came across Wabi Sabi,  
a Japanese philosophy of life,  
at the time of working on my final 
project, and it continues to be the 
basis of my ceramic practice today. 

“Ceramics happened to me 
quite accidentally in College, and  
I am ever so grateful for that. I feel 
that my whole College journey 
went on to define my design 
aesthetic very strongly. I continue 
to work with textures and patterns, 
using fabric impressions on clay,  
as a way of bringing the two 
contrasting mediums together.  
I enjoy merging the soft and tactile 
quality of textiles with the strong 
and tough feel of ceramics.”

Course Leader 
Jane Murrow
“The course structure, centred 
around each student’s Major 
Project, is unique in the way that  
it provides students with the 
opportunity to further their research 
interests, build their subject 
knowledge and further their 
existing technical skills within the 
context of their future ambitions, 
over an extended period of time. 

“Central to the course is our 
ethos of sustainable and 
responsible design, and our  
links with both industry and the 
Centre for Circular Design, the 
internationally renowned research 
centre based here at Chelsea. 

“There is a strong student 
design community fostered within 
the course, which supports 
students working both individually 
and in group contexts. We have a 
dynamic, diverse and international 
student body, and they bring with 
them a broad range of culturally 
rich experience and knowledge.”
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See: arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/
fees-and-funding

Additional costs
In addition to tuition fees you are 
very likely to incur additional costs 
such as travel expenses and the 
cost of materials.

How do  
you apply?
Applications to all full-time BA 
(Hons) degrees must be made 
through the Universities and 
Colleges Admissions Service 
(UCAS) at ucas.com. You’ll be able 
to find Chelsea courses listed 
under University of the Arts 
London on the UCAS website.  
The institution code for University 
of the Arts London is U65 and the 
institution code name is UAL. 
Please note there is no campus 
code for Chelsea College of Arts. 
You will find individual course 
codes on each course page. 

Applying through UCAS
The UCAS admissions system 
comprises a single applications 
process which allows up to five 
simultaneous choices with no 
order of preference.

Digital portfolio
Once we receive your application 
from UCAS we will send you a 
request to upload a digital portfolio 
of your work. Full instructions on 
how to do this will be in the email.

Find out more about UCAS 
Apply by visiting ucas.com 
or by phoning +44(0)870 1122211

When do  
you apply?
For Chelsea full-time BA (Hons) 
degree courses the deadline is  
15 January 2021. Applicants will 
need to ensure that their 
application reaches UCAS by  
that deadline. 

What  
happens then?
Interview invitation
When we receive your application, 
we will request a digital portfolio. 
We ask all applicants to do this  
so that, if we are unable to hold 
face-to-face interviews, we will 
still be able to consider your 
application fully. 

BA (Hons) Fine Art for Home/EU 
and International applications and 
BA (Hons) Interior Design for 
international applications will also 
use the digital portfolio to decide 
who will be asked, subject to  
you being able to meet the entry 
requirements, for interview. It may 
be that you will be asked at this 
stage if you are interested in being 
considered for another course.
For all other courses, once we have 
received your digital portfolio, and 
subject to you being able to meet 
the entry requirements, we will 
invite you to choose an interview 
slot. A portfolio is a collection of 
your work demonstrating how your 
creativity has developed over a 
period of time. It shows your ability 
to work with different materials, 
themes and techniques, as well  
as how you research, develop and 
plan your ideas. Course-specific 
advice about what to include in 
your portfolio, as well as about the 
format of interviews, is available  
on the course web pages on UAL’s 
website. Other useful information 
about portfolios can be found at 
arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/apply/
portfolio-preparation/, on the 
UCAS website (entry profiles)  
or at an Open Day.

Interviews for BA (Hons) 
degrees at Chelsea are in February 
and March.

Our  
decision
Once you have had your interview 
you can check the outcome of your 
application using the UCAS Track 
service. If you are successful and 
usually after you’ve formally 
accepted your offer via UCAS, you 
will receive full information and an 
enrolment pack from the College.

Alternative offers
If your application has been 
unsuccessful for your preferred 
course of study, the University may 
consider alternative courses for 
which your qualifications and any 
portfolio may suggest you may be 
suitable for, prior to reporting a final 
decision to UCAS.

UCAS Extra and Clearing
Any courses with vacancies will 
accept UCAS Extra applications 
from April 2021 onwards; the 
availability of any places in 
Clearing within Chelsea will be 
announced on arts.ac.uk from  
July 2021 onwards. Find more 
information: ucas.com

What will  
you need?
Entry requirements 
We select students based on the 
quality of their applications, looking 
primarily at their portfolio of work, 
personal statements and reference.

The standard minimum entry 
qualifications for this course are one 
or a combination of the following: 

 z Pass at Foundation Diploma  
in Art and Design (Level 3 or 4)

 z 2 A Levels at grade C or above
 z Merit, Pass, Pass (MPP) at BTEC 

Extended Diploma
 z Pass at UAL Extended Diploma
 z Access to Higher Education 

Diploma
 z Or equivalent EU/International 

qualifications, such as International 
Baccalaureate Diploma

 z and 3 GCSE passes at grade 4  
or above (grade A*-C). 

Entry to this course will also be 
determind by the quality of your 
application, looking primarily at  
your portfolio of work, personal 
statement and reference.

English language requirements
Classes are in English. If English 
isn’t your first language you must 
provide evidence at enrolment of:

 z IELTS level 6.0 or above,  
with at least 5.5 in reading,  
writing, listening and speaking 

How much  
does it cost?
Fees for 2021-22 haven’t been set 
yet but as an example for the 
2020-21 academic year:

UAL charged full-time UK/EU* 
students starting that year

 z Bachelor degree (BA):  
£9,250 per year.
*EU students starting their course 
from August 2021 onwards 
(academic year 2021/2022) will  
no longer be eligible for the same 
tuition fee rate as Home (UK) 
students. This means EU students 
will be charged the International 
tuition fee rate. This does not apply 
to Irish nationals living in the UK  
or Ireland who will continue to be  
eligible for the Home (UK) rate.
For up-to-date information:  
arts.ac.uk/about-ual/ual-and-the-
european-union/brexit

Full-time international students 
starting that year

 z Bachelor degree (BA):  
£22,920 per year.

BA (Hons)  
Degrees

 ‘Having three 
years where my 
main focus was 
to experiment 
and play helped 
me to realise 
how much  
I value colour; 
how much 
space there  
is to play with 
when putting 
colour back  
into the world’
Liisa Chisholm 
(right), BA 
Textile Design
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How do  
you apply?
You make your application direct 
to the College online. There is an 
application form on the course 
pages arts.ac.uk/chelsea/
courses/postgraduate

International students can also 
apply through their special 
representative in their country. 
You can find out more here: arts.
ac.uk/study-at-ual/international/
your-country

When can  
you apply?
Applications will open in  
October 2020. 

UK/EU applicant period may 
stay open until 31 August 2021, 
although we advise you to apply 
sooner than this. Some courses 
are very popular and may close  
to applications early.

International: No official 
deadline, but you are advised  
to apply as soon as possible. 

What  
happens then?
Communicating with you
After you’ve submitted your 
application, you’ll receive a 
confirmation email providing you 
with your login details for the  
UAL portal. We’ll use this portal  
to contact you to request any 
additional information, including 
inviting you to upload documents 
or book an interview, so please 
check it regularly.

Initial application check
We check your application to see 
if you meet the standard entry 
requirements for the course.  
If you do, you’ll be invited to or 
asked to book onto a suitable  
date to attend an interview.

Interview 
You will be expected to bring your 
portfolio, which will be reviewed 
by the academics conducting the 
event. Please be prepared to talk 
about your work, what inspires 
you and your influences. We may 
not discuss all of these topics at 
the event.

More details about your 
interview will be emailed to you 
once you have chosen or been 
allocated your date.

Selection for Home  
applicants

 z In person at Chelsea College  
of Arts, or

 z By phone or Skype.

Selection for international 
applicants

 z By phone or Skype, or
 z In your country, if your 

application was made  
through one of our official 
representatives, or

 z In person at our international 
office based at Chelsea College  
of Arts.

If you choose phone or Skype, 
you will be sent an email 
requesting that you upload a 
digital portfolio using UAL’s online 
portfolio review system.

Our  
decision
You will receive the final outcome 
of your application through the 
UAL portal.

Please note that applications 
made to this course may be  
given an alternative offer.  
This decision will be based on  
our assessment of your creative 
and potential interests.

What will  
you need?
Entry requirements 
BA (Hons) degree or equivalent 
with evidence of ability in art or 
design. The College also takes 
into consideration prior learning 
and experience, and alternative 
qualifications.

Applicants who do not have 
English as a first language must 
show proof of IELTS 6.0 (with  
a minimum of 5.5 in each skill),  
or equivalent, in English  
upon enrolment.

How much  
does it cost?
Fees for 2021-22 haven’t been set 
yet but as an example for the 
2020-21 academic year:

UAL charged full-time UK/EU* 
students starting that year

 z Graduate Diploma: £11,200.
(Equivalent or Lower  
Qualification fee.)

This course has an 
undergraduate-level qualification 
as an entry requirement, and  
the quoted Home / EU fee rate 
reflects the fact that most 
students enrolling on this course 
will already possess an 
undergraduate-level qualification. 
Home / EU applicants for this 
course who do not already have 
an undergraduate-level 
qualification, or students in receipt 
of Disabled Students’ Allowance 
(DSA), may pay a reduced fee.
* EU students starting their course 
from August 2021 onwards 
(academic year 2021/2022) will no 
longer be eligible for the same 
tuition fee rate as Home (UK) 
students. This means EU students 
will be charged the International 
tuition fee rate. This does not 
apply to Irish nationals living in the 
UK or Ireland who will continue to 
be eligible for the Home (UK) rate.
For up-to-date information:  
arts.ac.uk/about-ual/ual-and-the-
european-union/brexit

Full-time international students 
starting that year

 z Graduate Diploma: £22,920.

Additional costs
In addition to tuition fees you are 
very likely to incur additional costs 
such as travel expenses and the 
cost of materials.

 Graduate  
Diplomas

International students:  
MA courses

 z Full-time, standard rate: £22,920.
 z Full-time, higher rate: £25,880.

For the most up-to-date 
information please visit: arts.ac.
uk/study-at-ual/fees-and-funding

Pay fees by instalment
It is possible to pay course tuition 
fees in instalments for all 
postgraduate courses (including 
graduate diplomas) that last 
longer than 30 weeks.

 z 50% at or before enrolment.
 z 30% January 2022.
 z 20% April 2022.

Scholarships and bursaries  
are available
There are scholarships and 
bursaries that you can apply for  
to help fund your postgraduate 
study. This is money that you  
do not have to pay back. On the 
course pages on the website there 
is information about course-
specific funding opportunities: 
arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/fees-and-
funding/scholarships-search

Fees and funding calculator
On the UAL website there is a 
funding calculator that you can 
use to estimate how much your 
studies may cost you in your first 
year, and what funding may be 
available to you: arts.ac.uk/
study-at-ual/fees-and-funding/
fees-and-funding-calculator

More details, including 
information about MA Loans:
arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/fees- 
and-funding

Additional costs
In addition to tuition fees you are 
very likely to incur additional costs 
such as travel expenses and the 
cost of materials.

How do  
you apply?
You make your application direct 
to the College online. There is an 
application form on the course 
pages arts.ac.uk/chelsea/
courses/postgraduate

International students can also 
apply through their special 
representative in their country. 
You can find out more here arts.
ac.uk/study-at-ual/international/
your-country

Portfolio and statement  
of intent
As well as your application form 
and supporting statement of 
intent or research proposal we 
may ask you to submit a portfolio 
of work (please refer to relevant 
course web pages for portfolio 
format submission requirements).

Applicants will be shortlisted at 
this stage against the entry 
requirements and selection 
criteria for the course.

When can  
you apply?
Applications will open in  
October 2020. 

Please check the website for 
up-to-date information: many 
MAs have an equal consideration 
application deadline in February 
although the UK applicant period 
may stay open until 30 July 2021, 
we advise you to apply sooner 
than this. Some courses are very 
popular and may close to 
applications early.

International: Although there is 
no official deadline please check 
the website for up-to-date 
information; many MAs have an 
equal consideration application 
deadline in February, and you are 
advised to apply as soon as 
possible. 

What  
happens then?
Communicating with you
After you’ve submitted your 
application, you’ll receive a 
confirmation email providing you 
with your login details for the UAL 
portal. We’ll use this portal to 
contact you to request any 
additional information, including 
inviting you to upload documents 
or book an interview, so please 
check it regularly.

Initial application check
We check your application to see 
if you meet the standard entry 
requirements for the course. If you 
do, you’ll be invited to or asked to 
book onto a suitable date to 
attend an interview.

What will  
you need?
Entry requirements
An Honours degree or  
equivalent academic/ 
professional qualifications. 

Applicants who do not have 
English as a first language must 
show proof of IELTS 6.5 (with  
a minimum of 5.5 in each skill),  
or equivalent, in English upon 
enrolment. The University takes 
into consideration prior learning, 
alternative qualifications and 
experience.

How much  
does it cost?
All fees are standard except MA 
Fine Art which is set at a higher 
rate. Fees for 2021-22 entry have 
not been set yet but as an example 
the standard 2020-21 fees were:

UK/EU* students:  
MA courses
These fees are for students for 
whom their chosen course is at  
a higher level than any of the 
qualifications that they already 
hold.

 z Full-time, standard rate: £11,220.
 z Full-time, higher rate: £12,280.

* EU students starting their course 
from August 2021 onwards 
(academic year 2021/2022) will no 
longer be eligible for the same 
tuition fee rate as Home (UK) 
students. This means EU students 
will be charged the International 
tuition fee rate. This does not apply 
to Irish nationals living in the UK or 
Ireland who will continue to be 
eligible for the Home (UK) rate.
For up-to-date information: arts.
ac.uk/about-ual/ual-and-the-
european-union/brexit

Equivalent or Lower 
Qualification (ELQ)
Students whose chosen course  
is at a level equivalent to, or lower 
than, a qualification that they 
already hold, would be charged  
the fees shown above, plus an 
additional £1,000 (called the  
ELQ fee). Students in receipt of 
Disabled Students’ Allowance 
(DSA) are exempt from ELQ fees 
and will pay the original fee, 
regardless of the highest 
qualification held.

Selection for Home applicants
 z In person at Chelsea College  

of Arts, or
 z By phone or Skype.

Selection for international 
applicants 

 z By phone or Skype, or
 z In your country, if your 

application was made  
through one of our official 
representatives, or

 z In person at our international 
office based at Chelsea College  
of Arts.

If you choose phone or Skype, 
you will be sent an email 
requesting that you upload a 
digital portfolio using UAL’s online 
portfolio review system.

Interview
If you have been shortlisted and 
are invited to interview, you will  
be asked to attend the College  
on a set day. Usually around  
two to three weeks after your 
portfolio review and interview  
we will write to you informing  
you of our decision.

You will be expected to bring your 
portfolio, which will be reviewed 
by the academics conducting the 
event. Please be prepared to talk 
about your work, what inspires 
you and your influences. We may 
not discuss all of these topics at 
the event.

More details about your 
interview will be emailed to you 
once you have chosen or been 
allocated your date.

Our 
decision
You will receive the final outcome 
of your application through the 
UAL portal.

Please note that applications 
made to this course may  
be given an alternative offer.  
This decision will be based on  
our assessment of your creative  
and potential interests.

Masters 
Degrees
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 ‘I received a lot 
of help from the 
technicians in 
the workshops, 
ultimately to 
realise my 
extravagant 
installations 
and materials.’ 
Alice Morey 
(right),  
MA Fine Art

What will  
you need?
Entry requirements
We consider a Masters degree  
in an appropriate subject to be 
particularly valuable in preparing 
candidates for a research degree. 
However, the minimum 
requirement is an upper  
second-class Honours degree  
or equivalent academic 
professional qualification. 

 
Applicants who do not have 
English as a first language must 
show proof of IELTS 7.0  
(with a 7.0 in writing) or equivalent. 

The University takes prior 
learning, experience, and 
alternative qualifications  
into consideration.

How much  
does it cost?
Please be aware that tuition  
fees are payable each academic 
year, and are subject to  
change each academic year  
in line with inflation.

Fees for 2021-22 entry have not 
been set yet but as an example 
the standard 2020-21 fees were: 

 z Home/EU* full-time: 
£5,610.

 z Home/EU* part-time: 
£2,805.

 z International full-time (new): 
£20,110.

 z Writing-up fee: £855 
(payable in 4 instalments).

 z Visiting Students:  
£1,610 (per 3 months).

 z Research Degree by  
Published Work (Home/EU*):  
£5,450.

 z Research Degree by  
Published Work (International): 
£19,930.

 z Research Degree by  
Published Work (UAL staff):  
£1,640.
* EU students starting their course 
from August 2021 onwards 
(academic year 2021/2022) will no 
longer be eligible for the same 
tuition fee rate as Home (UK) 
students. This means EU students 
will be charged the International 
tuition fee rate. This does not 
apply to Irish nationals living in the 
UK or Ireland who will continue to 
be eligible for the Home (UK) rate.
For up-to-date information:  
arts.ac.uk/about-ual/ual-and-the-
european-union/brexit

Through the combined work of  
the many talented and dedicated 
Professors, Readers, and 
Researchers and the subject 
expertise of our staff, we are able 
to offer an exciting and rigorous 
experience for our research 
degree students.  
 
Our PhD students have access  
to a lively programme of seminars, 
lecturers, and events at Chelsea 
and across UAL. 

 
We are particularly interested in 
PhD research proposals relating 
to the following areas:

 z Practice-led and textual 
research on design in its  
social contexts.

 z Practice-led and textual 
research on archives  
and collections.

 z Research into sustainability  
and resilience in art and  
design practice.

 z Research within the field  
of fine art painting.

 z Research on the moving  
image in the context of art  
and design practice.

 z Interdisciplinary research  
on drawing.

 z Investigations of the past  
and future of art and design 
institutions, and radical  
and experimental pedagogy  
in art and design.

How do  
you apply?
Applications will be submitted 
through the UAL online 
application system. Please note, 
you may only apply to one 
research degree – we cannot 
guarantee applications will be 
considered if multiple 
submissions are made.

See: arts.ac.uk/research/
research-degrees/apply-for- 
a-research-degree

Proposal and portfolio
With your application, we ask you 
to submit a research proposal 
following the guidelines on the 
UAL website.

When can  
you apply?
Applications for a research degree 
starting September 2021 will open 
October 2020. In the meantime, 
you may want to read our 
guidance before you apply for 
advice on your proposal, and  
on choosing a College.
arts.ac.uk/research/phd-and-
mphil-degrees

What  
happens then?
Interview
If you have been shortlisted  
you will be invited to attend an 
interview at Camberwell, Chelsea, 
Wimbledon Research, with a small 
panel of academic staff.

Contact us
Chelsea College of Arts,  
16 John Islip Street, London, 
SW1P 4JU

ccwresearch@arts.ac.uk
@CCWResearch
facebook.com/CCWResearch

arts.ac.uk/colleges/chelsea-
college-of-arts/research- 
at-chelsea

Research Study 
MPhil/PhD
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Why a Foundation 
Diploma?
We encourage students to 
consider studying a Foundation 
Diploma in Art and Design before 
applying for a degree. It is a 
proven way to prepare you for the 
more self-directed study of degree 
level art and design courses.  
It also gives you more time to 
develop your portfolio and  
explore different subject areas.

What is a Foundation 
Diploma?
A Foundation Diploma in Art  
and Design is one of the main 
routes into practice-based 
undergraduate courses in art  
and design subject areas.  
It is a one-year course which 
bridges the gap between A-levels 
and degree level study at 
University. You can expect to 
undertake research and 
experiment with a whole range  
of creative approaches. 

Who is a Foundation 
Diploma aimed at?
Foundation Diplomas in Art and 
Design are mainly aimed at 
students aged 18 and over who 
have recently completed A-levels 
or equivalent and are considering 
progressing onto a degree level 
course in art and design subjects. 
They are also suitable for those 
returning to study or considering  
a career change towards more 
creative subjects.

What are the 
benefits?
There are many benefits to 
completing a Foundation Diploma 
in Art and Design including:

 z An opportunity to explore new 
areas of practice.

 z Time to develop your practice 
and portfolio.

 z Bridging the gap between 
school and university.

 z Learning the skills for self-
directed study.

 z Building creative independence 
and critical skills.

 z Receiving support from tutors 
in applying for BA courses that 
suit your interests and skills.

Do I have to do a  
Foundation Diploma?
UAL strongly recommend that 
students from A-level courses 
undertake a Foundation Diploma 
before applying to practice-based 
courses, such as those offered at 
Chelsea College of Arts.

We do accept students straight 
from A-levels in exceptional 
circumstances however this is 
based on the quality of your 
portfolio and interview, not 
necessarily on grades.

Students who have come from 
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma 
or Access courses in art and 
design subjects do not need to  
do a Foundation Diploma but may 
find it beneficial.

Student  
Services
There are a range of services at 
UAL offering you support as a 
student of Chelsea. They can help 
you to develop your potential or 
organise essential aspects of 
living and studying.

Student Services staff provide  
a professional, confidential,  
and free service once you are  
a student or, where appropriate,  
as a prospective student from  
the UK or abroad considering 
applying for courses at UAL.  
Staff are based at each of the  
main College sites, and at the 
central administration building  
in Holborn.

The different teams provide an 
integrated service, which makes 
sure that the support and advice 
given to you is appropriate and 
relevant, equipping and enabling 
you to succeed.

Student advisers are money 
and immigration specialists.  
They provide guidance on how  
to fund costs related to studying  
in the UK, and can assist 
international students with 
enquiries about visas and other 
immigration matters.

Counsellors, health advisers 
and chaplains support your  
health and well-being by listening 
to you and helping you with  
issues and concerns such as 
depression, anxiety and illness, 
and by providing pastoral and 
spiritual care.

Disability advisers, dyslexia 
coordinators and dyslexia support 
tutors support the University’s 
commitment to inclusion and 
equality. They aim to remove  
the barriers that you may face,  
and support you to work as 
independently as possible.

When you’re offered a place  
on a course you will be sent an 
introduction booklet to help  
you plan ahead for your life as  
a student.

For more information on 
Student Services visit: arts.ac.uk/
study-at-ual/student-services

Services include: 
 z ArtsTemps: UAL’s in-house 

temp agency.
 z Careers and Employability:  

the University’s popular jobs 
board and recruitment service.

 z Internships: UAL’s graduates 
can apply to selected companies 
offering paid work experience in 
the creative industries.

 z Mentoring: Providing UAL’s 
students and graduates with  
the opportunity to be mentored  
by experienced creative 
professionals.

 z Advice Careers and 
Employability: Online advice, 
guidance and useful links about  
all aspects of getting a job or 
setting up a new business.

 z Awards and Funding: Careers 
and Employability provides a 
range of funding opportunities 
and awards that recognise and 
support UAL’s budding 
entrepreneurs.

 z Own-it: Our centre for 
Intellectual Property advice  
and education.

 z Artquest: Careers and 
Employability’s dedicated service 
helping visual artists connect with 
resources, opportunities and 
networks. See: arts.ac.uk/
student-jobs-and-careers

Foundation  
Diploma

Providing  
 support

Where can I do a  
Foundation Diploma?
We offer two Foundation Diploma 
courses at UAL, one with 
Camberwell, Chelsea and 
Wimbledon (based in Camberwell) 
and one at Central Saint Martins.

Of course, you can study a 
Foundation Diploma in Art and 
Design at many FE colleges and 
universities around the UK.

Are there other ways to develop 
my portfolio?
Here at Chelsea College of Arts 
we offer some short courses on 
portfolio development. From five 
day courses, focused on 
Foundation or BA level, to six 
week preparation courses for 
students who have been 
accepted, or who wish to make  
an application to full-time study  
in London.

Find out more online: 
arts.ac.uk/chelsea/courses/
short-courses/preparation-for-
full-time-study/

Camberwell, 
Chelsea, Wimbledon 
Foundation Diploma 
in Art and Design
Find out more about our 
Foundation Diploma at: arts.ac.
uk/camberwell-courses

Visit us on an Open Day
The Camberwell, Chelsea and 
Wimbledon Foundation Diploma 
has Open Days at its Wilson Road 
site, find out more: arts.ac.uk/
camberwell-open-days

Accommodation 
advice
There’s information on the 
following page about where our 
students live, but please also look 
at the accommodation pages on 
the UAL website. Whether you 
choose to live in one of the 
University’s halls of residence  
or in a privately rented home, 
Accommodation Services can 
provide information and advice  
to help you find a place to live.  
See: arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/
accommodation

Careers and Employability
Careers and Employability is 
UAL’s dedicated careers and 
enterprise service. It supports you 
both as a student and once you 
have graduated to embark on a 
professional future in the creative 
industries. It can help you find 
jobs, set up a business, and sell 
your work. It runs events 
throughout the Colleges on all 
aspects of the career journey and 
nurtures creative practice and 
enterprise through funding, 
mentoring and resources.

Students 
Union
When you join UAL you 
automatically become part  
of Arts SU, the Students’ Union  
of the University of Arts London.  
It is there to help make your  
time at UAL better, whether you 
need advice about your course, 
you want to play sports or join 
societies, you want to change the 
University for the better or you just 
want to meet other people at UAL.

At the Students’ Union the 
interests of every student at  
each of the six Colleges across 
University of the Arts London are 
represented. A range of activities 
are provided by the Union – run by 
students for students. They can 
even buddy you up with a second 
year to help ease you into Uni life.

Some of the sports and 
societies that Chelsea students 
are involved with include: Dance, 
Vegan, Hong Kong, Film, Arts 
Active, Curation, Badminton,  
and Equestrian.

Find out more about what  
Arts SU offers on its website: 
arts-su.com
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Chelsea College of Arts has a 
great Central London location –  
it is situated in Pimlico in  
Zone 1, not far from Pimlico 
underground station. But our 
students live right across 
London, and some even 
commute in from further afield, 
made possible by the great 
connections nearby at Vauxhall, 
Victoria, and Euston stations. 

Our students live in either 
UAL halls of residence, privately 
rented accommodation, private 
halls of residence or at home.
arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/
accommodation

Living in halls of residence
UAL has a wide range of halls  
of residence situated across 
London, which are open to 
students from all of our colleges. 
We would recommend the 
following halls for Chelsea 
students based on proximity:

The Glassyard: Stockwell
The Glassyard Building is located 
in the vibrant area of Stockwell 
and is a five-minute walk from  
the closest tube station, which 
provides easy access to central 
London. The buzzing area of 
Brixton is just a few moments’ 
walk away and is full of cafés,  
bars and restaurants. You are  
also close to Clapham, a popular 
south London area with a lively 
nightlife and beautiful green 
spaces, such as Clapham 
Common and Brockwell Park.
Minutes to Chelsea 
36 walk, 13 bike, 25 bus, 20 tube

The Highline:  
Elephant and Castle
The Highline Building is a brand 
new development exclusive to 
UAL students, a short walk from 
London’s Southbank, perfect for 
students looking for an 
independent living experience. 
Elephant and Castle is quickly 
becoming a dynamic part of the 
city and is walking distance from 
London’s Southbank. 
Minutes to Chelsea
33 walk, 11 bike, 25 bus, 27 tube 

Wigram House
Wigram House is a late Victorian 
mansion block, with beautiful  
high spec facilities inside. Located 
in a quiet residential street off  
the paved piazza of Westminster 
Cathedral, Victoria, the hall  
is the closest to Chelsea.
Minutes to Chelsea
14 walk, 5 bike

Garden House: Camberwell
A brand new development 
opened for the 2017-18 academic 
year, exclusively for UAL students. 
The halls are situated on the 
Camberwell College of Arts’ 
campus grounds, within easy 
reach of Chelsea College  
of Arts too.
Minutes to Chelsea
53 walk, 20 bike, 34 bus 

Above: Inside the Glassyard 
Building in Stockwell
Right and opposite: Inside and 
outside the new Garden House 
hall of residence on the 
Camberwell campus

Where will 
you live?

Portland House: Camberwell 
Made up of four 18th century 
Grade II listed buildings that have 
recently been refurbished. The 
accommodation consists of single 
and twin rooms, as well as 
self-contained studio flats. The 
gardens surrounding the buildings 
are for the use of resident 
students. Set in the heart of 
Camberwell, this site is a short  
a journey to Chelsea.
Minutes to Chelsea
53 walk, 20 bike, 34 bus 

Private rented accommodation
Many of our students decide to 
rent privately and live in a shared 
property, particularly in second 
and third years. South London is 
very popular as it can be a 
cheaper option than living in North 
London – particularly the 
boroughs of Wandsworth, 
Southwark and Lambeth.

 Even if you decide to rent 
privately you can still contact our 
accommodation team who can 
provide help and support in 
finding a place to live. 

Where to find out more
If you’re new to London and not 
sure where to start your search for 
accommodation your first place to 
look should be our website where 
you can find lots of information on 
UAL halls including:

 z Virtual tours
 z Interviews with students in halls
 z Location maps
 z Journey times to college
 z How to apply
 z Costs and budgeting
You can also find out about 

privately rented accommodation 
and private halls of residence. 

Our accommodation team are 
always happy to help and have  
a wealth of knowledge to share 
with you. To contact the team  
for further information please 
phone or email:
accommodation@arts.ac.uk
+44 (0)20 7514 4 6240
arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/
accommodation
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One of the best ways of finding out 
more about Chelsea College of Arts 
is to join us on an Open Day. You will 
meet course teams, current students 
and get tours of the college studios 
and facilities. Details about our 
Undergraduate and Postgraduate 
Open Days can be found at:  
arts.ac.uk/chelsea-open-days

Learn more on 
an  Open Day
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Disclaimer
This college guide describes the courses run by 
Chelsea College of Arts maintained by the 
University of the Arts London (UAL). Every care has 
been taken to ensure accuracy but changes may 
have to be introduced after publication, since it is 
policy of the University to constantly review its 
provision of courses as well as the performance 
and content of individual courses. Prospective 
students should be aware of this and are invited to 
verify details at interview/selection event or by 
enquiry to the College. This publication is issued as 
a general guide to its courses and facilities; it forms 
no part of a contract. Chelsea College of Arts 
reserves the right to make changes as may be 
appropriate for reasons of operational efficiency or 
due to circumstances, including industrial action, 
beyond its control.



66 arts.ac.uk/chelsea-coursesChelsea College of Arts

arts.ac.uk/chelsea
@chelseaual


