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Digital Archives:  
Artist in Remote Residence 

 

Call for proposals 
 

University of the Arts London 
UAL Decolonising Arts Institute in partnership with  

Iniva (Institute for International Visual Arts)  
 
 
 

About the residency 
 

Digital Archives: Artist in Remote Residence (AiRR) is an initiative developed by 
UAL Decolonising Arts Institute in partnership with Iniva (Institute for International 
Visual Arts). The residency will run in parallel with Iniva’s forthcoming Archipelagos 
in Reverse Research Network and two further initiatives developed by the 
Decolonising Arts Institute: the 2021 Decolonising the Archives: Research Residency 
Programme (in partnership with UAL Archives and Special Collections Centre), the 
Decolonising Collections: Curatorial Research Network (generously supported by Art 
Fund). 
 
We are pleased to announce a bursary of up to £6,000 to support an artist in 
residence to undertake practice-based research into Iniva’s digital materials and 
archives, in ways that engage decolonial thinking/doing and questions of 
decolonisation. The residency will be undertaken flexibly on a part-time basis from 
May to November 2021.  
 
The residency will be largely remote while lockdown restrictions remain in place due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic. Physical access arrangements to Iniva’s Library and 
Archive are under constant review in accordance with government guidance. 
Therefore, proposals should not rely on physical engagement with materials, and 
need to be adaptable to the rapidly changing circumstances.  
 
We invite proposals that focus critically and creatively on a specific aspect of Iniva’s 
digital materials and online archive, or a particular artwork, archival object, event or 
exhibition history, including projects pioneered through X-Space programme and 
virtual gallery (curated by Gary Stewart as Iniva’s Head of New Media, 1995 to 
2011). We welcome approaches that challenge, for example, dominant narratives of 
identity, nation, culture, language, heritage, Britishness, Eurocentrism, 
Westernisation, modernism, feminism, radicalism, activism, whiteness, blackness, 

https://www.arts.ac.uk/about-ual/press-office/stories/decolonising-the-archives-research-residency-programme-2021
https://www.arts.ac.uk/about-ual/press-office/stories/decolonising-the-archives-research-residency-programme-2021
https://www.arts.ac.uk/about-ual/press-office/stories/decolonising-collections-curatorial-research-network-2021
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race, class, gender, sexuality, dis/ability, age, belief, and/or the politics of institutional 
memory and archival silences.   

The artist in residence will: 

• Receive a bursary of £5,000 to cover fee and any expenses (additional funds 
of up to £1,000 towards production costs may be awarded, subject to 
approval) 

• Undertake an agreed programme of practice-based research over a seven-
month period (approximately 25-30 days) 

• Digitally access Iniva’s Library and Archive, supported by Iniva staff (physical 
access will be facilitated where possible, subject to Covid restrictions.)    

• Participate in regular online research sharing meetings as part of the parallel 
‘Decolonising Archives’ programme, supported by Institute staff 

• Participate in Iniva’s parallel ‘Archipelagos in Reverse’ Research Network 
activities, supported by Iniva staff 

• Provide updates on their practice-based research progress 

• Produce a short paper or experimental essay combining images and/or 
sounds and text (c.2,500 words) for the Decolonising Arts Institute 
‘Decolonising the Archives’ symposium and a related e-publication 

• Participate in evaluation and feedback at the end of the programme 
 

The artist in residence will have access to the following digital resources: 

• The Stuart Hall Library is the intellectual and social hub of Iniva. As a unique 
research facility, it is a valuable reference resource for students, researchers 
and all interested readers, that provides a critical, theoretical and historical 
context for artists’ work. It is one of the leading UK libraries in the field of 
international visual art with a significant collection that focuses on the work of 
British artists from diverse cultural backgrounds and on contemporary art from 
Africa, Asia, Latin America. The library offers a specialist collection of over 
10,000 volumes on the history of contemporary visual art and culture within an 
international and transnational context, as well as providing critical material on 
issues of cultural identity. Some of the collection has URL links to digital/PDF 
version of books, articles and zine. The Library also runs talks, workshops 
and events including the Research Network Programme (currently digital). 
You can search the catalogue here 

• Iniva’s People Directory is an index of artists, curators and writers Iniva has 
worked with since its founding in 1994, including biographies. The selection of 
artists includes many whose work is featured in the physical archive held at the 
Stuart Hall Library. The index includes 796 entries on artists, curators, writers 
and critics. 

• Iniva’s Learning Resources include Emotional Learning Cards and related 
workshop resources for schools and communities 

• Digital scans of the X-Space print and paper archive, including press 
releases, publicity materials, flyers, information on digital artworks 

 

https://iniva.org/library/
https://iniva.org/library/library-and-archive-collection/
https://iniva.org/programme/projects/stuart-hall-library-research-network-global-re-visions/
https://iniva.koha-ptfs.co.uk/
https://iniva.org/library/digital-archive/
https://iniva.org/learning/
https://iniva.org/learning/emotional-learning-cards/
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UAL provides a range of academic support for writing practice, library research and 
referencing. Support for dyslexia and disability includes dyslexia assessments, 
workplace adjustments, the Access to Work scheme and assistive technology. 

About UAL Decolonising Arts Institute 
 
The UAL Decolonising Arts Institute has been in development since late 
2018. Conceived as a decentred, porous and evolving space, the Institute seeks to 
challenge colonial histories and imperial legacies, to drive and support cultural, 
social and institutional change through arts practice and research, recognizing past 
and ongoing work. Our 2020-21 pilot programme has grown out of new and ongoing 
internal and external partnerships, including with the UAL’s own Archives and 
Special Collections, the three collections, and the Contemporary Arts Society. 
Recent and forthcoming public events include online Conversations, Roundtables 
and Visiting Speakers, with podcasts and e-publications to follow.  
 
The Decolonising Arts Institute has been in collaborative dialogue with Iniva through 
numerous individual and institutional research connections and partnerships, 
including those established through the major Arts and Humanities Research Council 
(AHRC) project, Black Artists and Modernism (BAM, 2015-2018), and the Institute’s 
recent British Art Network Seminar Series, Decolonising British Art (2020).  
 
The Institute seeks to place questions of decolonisation and decolonial praxes at the 
core of arts practice and research. We understand decolonisation in an expansive 
sense as suggested by Arundhati Roy: 
 

Whose colonisation of whom are we talking about? Some countries have colonised 
other countries, some cultures have colonised other cultures, some races and castes 
have colonised and enslaved others, some languages have colonised other 
languages, some religions have eviscerated others, some ideologies have wiped out 
others, some genders have dominated and oppressed others. The categories are 
infinite, the hierarchies complicated and intersecting, the project of domination 
ongoing. 

(Arundhati Roy, 2017, The Guardian) 

 

About Iniva 

Founded in 1994, under the leadership of renowned academic Professor Stuart Hall, 
Iniva has established itself as a pioneering arts organisation in the artistic 
environment in the UK and beyond. Now Iniva looks towards the future whilst 
acknowledging its 25-year history and legacy. It is an evolving, radical non-profit 
visual arts organisation dedicated to developing an artistic programme that reflects 
on the social and political impact of globalisation. With the Stuart Hall Library acting 
as a critical and creative hub for our work, we collaborate with artists, curators, 
researchers and cultural producers to challenge conventional notions of diversity and 
difference. We engage a wide audience, particularly young people, in discourse and 
debate on issues surrounding the politics of race, class and gender. 
 

https://www.arts.ac.uk/ual-decolonising-arts-institute
http://www.blackartistsmodernism.co.uk/
https://iniva.org/
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Through our programme we work predominantly with British-born and British-based 
visual artists of African and Asian descent supporting them at different stages in their 
careers. We offer residencies, commission new work and promote existing practices 
enabling artistic ambition and development. By cultivating innovative thinking, we are 
committed to disseminating research across a wide cultural spectrum and 
geographical network. Our ambition is to build a greater body of knowledge around 
each of the artists with whom we work to ensure the legacy of their practices for 
future generations of researchers and audiences. 

Eligibility 
 
The call is open to postdoctoral researchers with a relevant arts background from 
any UK-based University, as well as applicants who hold equivalent research 
experience (including practice-based). Applications from current PhD students will be 
considered if the opportunity clearly aligns with their research.  
 

How to apply 
 
Your application should provide the following information using the attached form: 

• Your full name and your affiliated institution or organisation (if applicable) 

• A short CV (max 2 pages) including relevant links to related past projects   

• Your proposed project title 

• A summary of your proposed project (max 100 words) 

• A detailed project proposal (max 500 words) outlining: 
o Your interest in a particular aspect of the Iniva archive 
o Your preliminary research question(s)   
o Your anticipated approaches and methods 
o How your project meets the aims of the residency 
o An estimated budget breakdown to support the production of outputs 

(up to £1,000) 
 
Applications will be accepted by email only to: decolonisingartsinstitute@arts.ac.uk 
and should include the subject line: 2021 Digital Archives – AiRR Proposal 
 
The deadline for applications is 28 February 2021, midnight. 
Online interviews for shortlisted applicants will take place on 5 March 2021. 

Key dates 

 
• Call for applications live: 1 February 2021 

• Deadline for applications: 28 February 2021, midnight 

• Online interviews:  5 March 2021 

• Residency dates: May – November 2021 

• Symposium: November 2021 tbc  

mailto:decolonisingartsinstitute@arts.ac.uk
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Further information 
 
For general residency queries please contact: decolonisingartsinstitute@arts.ac.uk  
 
For queries about the Iniva library and archive, please contact:  
Tavian Hunter, Iniva Library and Archive Manager: t.hunter@iniva.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:decolonisingartsinstitute@arts.ac.uk
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