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COURT OF GOVERNORS 

Minutes 

 
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 7 February 2019 at 4pm, in the Franks Room, the 
Wellcome Collection, 183 Euston Rd, London. 

 

Present: David Isaac CBE (Chair) 

Nigel Carrington 

Terry Finnigan 

David Fison 

Andrew Hochhauser QC 

Kyran Joughin 

 

David Lindsell 

Professor Susan Orr 

Matthew Phull 

Sim Scavazza 

Ben Terrett RDI 

Sir Eric Thomas 

 

 

In attendance: Natalie Brett (PVC International & Head of LCC) 

Professor Frances Corner OBE (PVC Digital & Head of LCF)  

Professor David Crow (PVC Student Experience & Head of CCW) 

Heather Francis (Chief Financial Officer) 

 Stephen Marshall (University Secretary & Registrar and Clerk to the Court of 

Governors) 

Professor Simon Ofield-Kerr (Deputy Vice Chancellor Academic) 

 Naina Patel (Director of Human Resources) 

 Stephen Reid (Deputy Vice Chancellor & Chief Operating Officer) 

 Lee Rodwell (Director of Development) 

 Zioge Smith (Deputy University Secretary) 

 Professor Jeremy Till (PVC, Research & Head of CSM) 

Jessica Vine (Governance Manager) 

 

Apologies: Es Devlin OBE 

Harry Gaskell 

Anita Israel 

Scott Mead 

Louise Moore 

 

Diana Osagie 

Jane Slinn 

Nicolai Tangen 

Alison Woodhams 

1. ANNOUNCEMENTS, APOLOGIES, NOTIFICATION OF URGENT BUSINESS AND 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

1.1 Apologies from governors were received as set out above.  

[Prior to the meeting, Es Devlin, Scott Mead and Nicolai Tangen had asked for their 

approval of the proposals set out under item 2 to be recorded.] 

  

 



 
 

2. PROPOSED MAJOR DONATION 

4.1 

 

 

 

The Director of Development presented this report which set out a proposed grant of £4m 

from the Sir John Cass’s Foundation. In accordance with the gift acceptance policy 

approved by Governors in November 2017, all proposed gifts to UAL with a value of over 

£2m required approval by the Court of Governors before acceptance. 

 

4.2 The report provided background information on the Cass Foundation and summarised the 

partnership work that the London College of Fashion had been carrying out with the 

Foundation to date. ‘Due diligence’ research into the foundation had found nothing of 

concern.  

 

4.3 The aim of the donation was to provide a more substantial investment in LCF’s social 

impact work. The details of the proposal were explained. These included a programmatic 

investment of £2m (in ten annual instalments starting immediately) and a £2m donation 

contributing towards LCF’s new building at Stratford. It was proposed that the office 

managing the work (led by LCF’s Director of Social Responsibility) would be named the 

CASS Centre for Social Impact, in recognition of the donation. The Pro Vice-Chancellor 

Digital and Head of LCF explained that the social impact work could include a 

manufacturing hub and community spaces, although these details were yet to be finalised.  

 

4.4 The Court discussed UAL’s approach to naming rights. The Director of Development 

explained that a high benchmark was being set as part of this donation: the space being 

named would be a working space within LCF’s new building and would not have a 

particularly high footfall. There would be opportunities for naming other spaces within the 

new building at Stratford, including those with very high public visibility and footfall.  

 

4.5 Governors congratulated the Director of Development, the Pro Vice-Chancellor Digital and 

Head of LCF, and their teams, for the work carried out recently and over the past ten 

years which had led to this important investment. 

 

AGREED: To approve the donation in principle, as set out within the report, with the caveat 

that the proposed grant contained no unexpected conditions. 

 

The meeting concluded at 4.15pm. 
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