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UAL Student Voices: Felicia 

SPEAKERS 

Felicia, Victoria (Academic Support) 

 

Victoria  00:01 

Well, hello, Felicia.  

 

Felicia  00:03  

Hi, Victoria. 

 

Victoria  00:06 

I know you're a Foundation student who's just completed her course and is ready to go on to the next 

steps. So, I'd be really interested to hear what's happened to you up till now. So over to you, Felicia. 

 

Felicia  00:19 

Hi, everyone. I'm Felicia Xiao, Wo de zhongwen mingzi Xiao Wanxin, and I'm from mainland China, 

currently living in Beijing and London. I'm a Foundation student from CSM. And I've specialised in Fine 

Art sculpture. 

 

Victoria  00:36 

And I understand that you've just heard that your piece has been accepted for the graduate showcase. 

 

Felicia  00:42 

Yes, not not the physical work, though. But yeah, it's still something really thrilling for me. 

 

Victoria  00:48 

You have very really English. Have you been here for some time? 

 

Felicia  00:52 

I've been studying UK for five years now. So this is my fifth year. 

 

Victoria  00:59 

So what was your life like in Beijing? And how old were you when you came over to the UK? 

 

Felicia  01:04 

Well, I was... I was 15, I came to the UK to do my GCSEs. And well before England, I would say my life 

was quite, quite ordinary, you know, just go to school with your peers. But when I came to the UK, 

everything was so different, because I sort of have to manage all my days of transport, and everything. 

I was lucky enough to be in schools that had a really good community. And I got to talk to my fellow 

students a lot. And yeah, I will say, it's, it's a completely different experience compared to my peers in 

China. But it was nice. It was warm. Everyone was so friendly. And I really enjoyed it. 
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Victoria  01:54 

How was it the first few days when you came over at that young age into a very different culture? What 

were the things that you really noticed? 

 

Felicia  02:03 

Um, one thing that I noticed about British people is they are so polite, almost unnecessary, sometimes. 

I was not used to saying sorry to people all the time. Now, well, now I get into the habit of doing that. 

And I just think it takes time to adapt. And once you've actually accepted that sort of custom and the 

way people behave and do their thing in a different country, that is the time you actually feel a sense of 

belonging as well. Yeah. 

 

Victoria  02:38 

And is it all British people? 

 

Felicia  02:40 

Pretty much that. So my first school was quite small. So, I would say pretty much all my fellow students 

had British background, but my second school is very international. And you get people from all around 

the world. Yeah. 

 

Victoria  02:56 

Okay, so how did you get to come to CSM? And what did having a British education offer you? And 

what did you want to do in it?  

 

Felicia  03:10 

Um, so I came to CSM to do the Foundation course, specifically, because I was going to move on to a 

Fine Art degree and my high school art teacher and it's just me do this some Foundation before my 

degree. And during my Foundation I have just decided that Fine Art is not really the ultimate path for 

me. And I'm really happy that I have stepped out of this path and have discovered something else. 

Yeah, and British education to me means diversity, especially in London and CSM, you see so many 

different people with so many different backgrounds. And I really appreciate this. I've learned so much 

from different people. 

 

Victoria  03:56 

I'm just thinking if there's anything that you would say, to Chinese students, at the point when they're 

coming here say their foundation level where they haven't had that five years. 

 

Felicia  04:10 

Okay, so, foundation for a lot of Chinese students, I think it does not require a very rigorous academic 

background, because a lot of it is about practical work. It's about the actual making of art. So as long as 

you're good at that, as long as you're interested in art, and design, it is tailored to you. Yeah. 

 

Victoria  04:37 

Is there anything that you would suggest to someone before coming to think about? 

 

Felicia  04:43 
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So I think just be prepared to be shocked by different cultures for sure. Because in China, you don't 

really get all these sort of influxes of different cultures and people from all around the world. And one 

thing that I notice about Chinese students is that they stay within their own friend circle. So when they 

come to England to study, they still stay within that Chinese students circle. When I was when I first 

came, I always try really hard to understand what other people think. And um 

 

Victoria  05:22 

Can you explain what you mean by that? 

 

Felicia  05:24 

So try to understand people with different backgrounds. That gives you sort of a very comprehensive 

perspective to, to communicate with different people. 

 

Victoria 05:40 

I imagine you had to do that quite often, particularly when you went to a British school? 

 

Felicia  05:47 

Yes, because I think is because, except from people from my school, I didn't really have anyone else to 

communicate in real life. Of course, I still talk to my parents in China, but you know, virtually. And for 

me, it was almost like a challenge, I have to take it to accommodate myself to my environment. 

 

Victoria  06:10 

So how do you understand what other people are thinking? How do you do that? 

 

Felicia  06:16 

Be open, be open to accept the differences. One thing people I find people tend to do is that they, they 

meet each other, they sense this sort of differences in their sort of respective backgrounds, and they 

cut that sort of connection immediately. And for me, I always, I love getting to know different people. 

And I like to get to know this person, gradually. So I don't make judgments about people in our first sort 

of meeting or occurrence. I like to know, the real side of a person, and that takes time. 

 

Victoria  07:07 

And what advice would you give staff about encouraging students and being open to them? What 

would be your thoughts on that, because it's a two way relationship. 

 

Felicia  07:22 

So the good example is this architecture tutor. She is so lovely, she tries to help the students as much 

as possible, by encouraging them by, you know, she always keeps notes when she speaks, so that 

students can take it back and then translate it and then understand it better if they didn't understand it, 

in the conversation. 

 

Victoria  07:48 

So if you were looking at a skill or a quality in teaching, 

 

Felicia  07:53 
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I think is, is being definitely being capable to understand your students come from different 

backgrounds. You have to I just feel like for tutors, you have to understand when the student can't 

communicate with you, it's not because they're not capable, it might be because of confidence. It might 

be because of language. And not many people have the opportunity to acquire these two skills. And 

many Chinese students don't have sufficient level of English to write long text, to write good reflections. 

So that means they are they've lost that ability to communicate themselves with the tutor as well as to 

communicate their knowledge. And you know, you are a tutor, you should be here to help your students 

as much as possible. 

 

Victoria  08:48 

So how do you deal with situations where there are personality disagreements, and it might be with a 

tutor, it might be another, 

 

Felicia  08:56 

(Laughs) You know this is so relevant. The reason that I thought my work didn't get selected at the first 

phase is because I was beefing with this tutor literally the day before my final submission, and well, how 

do I deal with it? Funny, I just talked to my fellow students. You know, it's, it's also about understanding 

your tutor as well. Your tutors are people, they're humans, they have their own preferences as well. 

Like, you know, don't get mad when a tutor doesn't agree with you or you don't agree with the tutor. It's 

really about looking for the similarity rather than differences. And when, when differences occur, try to 

understand why that occur. And I'm not saying try to avoid differences, but it is the differences that 

make Art School appealing. Art School is a place that is capable of accommodating all the differences. 

And art is about producing personal differences. And, of course, all your tutors are artists. So there 

really is no fixed standard. Yeah. 

 

Victoria  10:30 

When you thought to come in and talk to me today, what inspired you to come forward and give you a 

perspective? 

 

Felicia  10:39 

I think it is because I've, I've changed quite a lot this year. Definitely,  I've definitely become braver here 

in University of the Arts, London. I think it is because of the openness of this institute that has driven me 

to make this change. When I was still in high school, I was not the the most active student. I was just, 

you know, stayed in art studio and did my own thing. I was not really involved in any sort of school affair 

at all, I was not in any position. I was really just there doing my own thing. And then I think it's because 

I'm more involved in this institute. I'm happy to talk about my experience here more. 

 

Victoria  11:30 

And you are in a very interesting position, being a Chinese student with a background in China, but who 

also has a long experience of being in the UK. So you are almost like a bridge between those two 

cultures? (Yeah, yeah). And what does that give you? Does that make you confused?  

 

Felicia  11:52 

Oh yes. Yes. I think it's also because we are at this stage of being a teenager. 
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Victoria  12:03 

Because you're 19? 

 

Felicia  12:04 

Yeah, I'm 19. I'm 19. I had this sort of identity crisis for the past, the past few months. It's is... it's the 

case that you can almost communicate with everybody. You get all the inferences, or the opinions that 

are so different, that you are that you are overwhelmed. You don't know what opinions that you should 

choose to accept. And you don't know what kind of person that you should be. Because, for me, I am 

capable to be literally everybody. It's it's like, when you when you're capable of understanding all the 

differences, you become almost  universal sometimes that you don't, you don't have a root. But I do like 

being in the state, because I like to keep my options open. I like ... I like possibilities. And yeah, I mean, 

it's a good thing, also a bad thing. 

 

Victoria  13:25 

What's happening next, what's the next step? 

 

Felicia  13:28 

So I've decided to take a gap year, and going back to China this summer, going back and do some 

internship. And I've decided to study Urban Studies in the US, next year. And I'm applying this October 

and November. Before... before foundation, I was pretty much fixed on doing Fine Art, because that has 

always been the one thing that I excelled when I was in high school. And through Foundation, also my 

unsuccessful application, last year. I realised that doing Fine Art full time is completely different than 

doing Fine Art  in high school. And this is really not anything that I want to pursue. Looking back, I 

found all my artwork, all had this sort of similarity in terms of inspiration and subject, which is city. And I 

think for the past few years of my artistic development, I've always tried so hard using art, to depict my 

vision. But now, I think, it's probably the time to actually study the subject rather than trying to portray it 

through art. I mean, art is great. I just, I just don't think... it's almost that doing art full time has deprived 

my source of inspiration. Because learning how to do art in the art school makes everything so 

structured. There is almost this...there is this almost fixed way to develop art. I'm not saying it is, you 

know, it is not good. I'm just saying it is probably not for me, I prefer doing art in my own time. That 

gives me more flexibility and more freedom. Yeah. 

 

Victoria  15:42 

So when do you go? When do you go back home? (End of July). 15:45 So nearly a year ago? It seems 

right, doesn't it? It does. From what you're saying about identity and being open and universal. It seems 

like this is the time. 

 

Felicia  16:00 

Yeah, um, I've been I've been in the UK for a very long time, now. I just think I've always because 

China is growing so fast. It's almost every time I go back, I find, I find it unfamiliar, sometimes. Here's 

my home country. I almost failed to recognise some parts of it. And it is time to go back and to, um to 

understand it better to make up for I've fought what I have missed for the past five years. 

 

Victoria  16:38 
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Well, I wish you every success. And I'm really, look, it'd be very interesting to see what happens, the 

internships you get and the course that you end up going and what happens in the States 

 

Felicia  16:51 

and update you on that. 

 

Victoria  16:54 

Thank you for your very honest and reflective discussion. 

 

Felicia  16:59 

No worries. Thank you so much. 


