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UAL Student Voices: Amaury & Siyeon  

SPEAKERS 

Victoria (Academic Support), Siyeon, Amaury 

 

Victoria (Academic Support)  00:00 

Okay, well welcome Amaury and Siyeon, it's really nice to have you here. It's gonna be a special 

conversation, because I know that both of you have just completed a study abroad course. And very 

soon, in the next couple of days, are going to be going home to your own home countries. So it's a 

moment to actually have a chat before you go. So thank you very much for coming in. Thank you. 

 

Amaury  00:24 

Thank you for having us. 

 

Siyeon  00:24 

Thank you for inviting. 

 

Victoria  00:26 

So maybe if you would just introduce yourself and tell us a little bit about how you came to be here and 

what you've been doing here. 

 

Siyeon  00:35 

Hi, I'm Siyeon Kim. I'm from South Korea, from Seoul. And in my home university, I study fashion 

design and textile. And last year, I found out that I had more interest in business area so that I applied 

for the fashion business semester in LCF. I've been here like five years ago, and I found out that this 

area was quite charming. And maybe someday I can study or live here. And that made me decide to 

come here. 

 

Amaury  01:07 

Yeah, my name is Amaury, I'm from France. I'm studying in Paris for like, a year and a half before I 

came to London. But I'm from the north of France, actually. And my school in Paris is specialised in 

marketing of luxury. So, I'm doing a Bachelor in marketing of luxury. It's an international programme, so 

all of our classes are in English, and part of our three-year bachelor, we hav a semester abroad. So, 

this semester in London College of Fashion was part of my three-year bachelor. So all of my class of 30 

people from France moved to London to do this semester here in London College of Fashion. 

 

Siyeon  01:49 

Since your major is based on marketing, which was the most challenging subject here? Because I think 

there are more courses that requires your creativity. 

 

Amaury  02:02 
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I feel like yes, the creativity part was challenging, because we don't feel like we're going to potentially 

use that in the future. But I had a class creative visual communication, communication. I don't know if 

you had it too. Yes, I have I want to. And yeah, it was like creating a lot of like visuals, though, like 

mood boards, or like, stop motion animations and like gifts and stuff like that. At first, we were all like, I 

don't know what we're studying that. After we started to get better to improve our skills, I guess, I was 

like okay, maybe I'm a bit creative, which is great. Because I didn't feel I was creative at all. Also, 

fashion styling, we had to find the model. We had to find photographer, the hair and makeup artists in 

the location and manage everything to create, shoot, and yeah, that was quite challenging in a way that 

I don't feel like, I'm good at styling myself. So, styling other people. That was quite interesting and 

challenging, I guess. 

 

Siyeon  03:04 

Actually, a creative visual communication was really interesting for me too, because at first, I'm not sure 

what to do, because the tutor just he just wants students to like figure out what they really want to do as 

their concept. I think that made me think more about what do I want to create? 

 

Amaury  03:26 

I wish I knew that. Like the other foreign students had the chance to choose their subjects. And for us, 

all the French people like we had to study that, and not something else. And it was during the end of 

semester celebration that I discovered that mounds of subjects that all the other students were 

studying. And I was like, oh, this one sounds interesting. And... 

 

Siyeon  03:55 

Yeah, for me, the most fascinating part was meeting variety people, various kinds of people here. And I 

thought maybe there would be a big cultural differences so that maybe we cannot connect it to each 

other. And maybe we think so different. But after I studied here, and like spending time together with 

them for like four months, I realised that oh, people are just people and it doesn't matter where you're 

from. 

 

Amaury  04:23 

So is there any stuff you wish you'd know before coming to London, or not especially? 

 

Siyeon  04:29 

I was very curious about what makes this school very famous. 

 

Amaury  04:34 

Better than the others, yeah.  

 

Siyeon  04:35 

Yeah, what makes it more special. And for me, like sitting down and having lecture for three hours is so 

like boring and I can't do it like normally but I had like, luxury brand management and fashion 

entrapreneurship class here. And it was like three-hour class just to listen to the tutor and it was so 

interesting. So that I didn't even know that the class was like, ending. And I learned so much in that 

class. So now I think I know why makes LCF so special. Yeah. 
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Amaury  05:17 

Coming back to the thing I wish I knew, just think about that. I know that Siyeon, you're living in the 

student dorm at North Action.  

 

Siyeon  05:24 

Yeah.  

 

Amaury  05:25 

And I feel like for us, we didn't really have this option. And I got the chance to go there a few times, 

because I had a friend there at the end. And also because I did a shoot there. And even like the rooms 

are not super big and like you have to share the kitchen and like a living room and stuff like that. I feel 

like this is a good place to meet new people and to create connections. And I'm very happy that I live 

with my French friends for the third month because our flat was amazing, and their life was really great. 

And I'm not complaining at all, but I feel like a student dorm would have been a really different 

experience that I would have enjoyed, also. 

 

Siyeon  06:07 

For me, I kind of regret that I only had five courses. And like I couldn't choose more. Yeah, maximum 

was seven. And at first I was kind of nervous about oh, what if that's too much for me, because at the 

end, at the event, we saw like so many different courses. And how did students do? And their work 

was? Yeah, that looks so amazing. And I kind of regret that I didn't took it. Yeah, I think that's the only 

regrets for me. Yeah, 

 

Amaury  06:38 

It was so quick. Like, I don't realise that this is the end. Like that's a week ago that we did the end of 

semester celebration. I was also surprised to discover new faces the last day. Because the classes 

were like maximum 20 people I guess. And the big big classes were like Monday morning and 

Wednesday morning Teams or BB Collaborate? And yeah, like, there was just a number like we just 

saw, like 90 people connected. Last week, I realised the amount of people that were here and like, the 

amount of people they didn't know about, like it was discovering their faces and a name. And I was like, 

who is that? I think it would have been amazing to meet the first few days, like, all together and so that 

you could create more links with other people. But yeah. 

 

Siyeon  07:37 

Yeah, I agree with that. And also, I didn't know that there was a spring break between our terms. 

 

Amaury  07:43 

Really I think that because we're French, that was one of the first thing they asked, do we have 

holidays? 

 

Siyeon  07:53 

Really? I didn't know it. So for me, it was quite short, like for we only have four months. But like we 

have two weeks break. 



 

  - 4 - 

 

Amaury  08:00 

It's pretty different in Korea, like you don't have that much of holidays. 

 

Siyeon  08:04 

Normally, we don't have like two weeks holiday between the semesters. So yeah, it was quite shocking 

to me. But still, I travelled with my friends around Europe. So it was quite charming. Yeah.  

 

Victoria  08:18 

That's let's talk a little bit about what you're going to take from this experience going forward. 

 

Amaury  08:26 

I feel like this can be quite like cliche, but regarding my own passions. I changed a lot because when I 

watched my wardrobe like this morning, I see a lot of new stuff that I didn't think I would have before my 

stay in London because I don't feel like it's me if I can say that. And like now I'm just like, okay, I just 

like that word that and I'm proud of it. And I feel like yeah, it's maybe the LCF effect or a London effects. 

I don't know if I, if I can say that. That's the main thing that changed about me, yeah.  

 

Amaury  09:05 

Maybe being able to open more to people, I don't know, also was good to meet new people learn where 

they come from, what were they doing before coming here. And I'm happy to say that now I have a lot 

of friends from all around the world, which is quite cool. So yeah. 

 

Siyeon  09:26 

I think London made me feel brave, to try new stuffs after I spent four months here. I feel like no, I'm 

more confident. And I know what I want. And I'm not afraid of trying that. I guess. I think that's the 

biggest difference. Yeah. 

 

Victoria  09:47 

Can you give an example of how you might be yourself? What's that actually mean? 

 

Siyeon  09:52 

It's not super like, cool thing actually. It's more like I can say hi to new people. Before, I might think 

about oh, what if they think I look so shy? Like I more consider about how people think of me. Now, I 

can approach to people and say hi first and ask their name where they're from and have a 

conversation. Like no matter how we speak like different languages. 

 

Amaury  10:22 

I feel like London is the place for that because people here are way more chill, they don't really care 

about what could other people think. So like, you can be more free to experiment and stuff regarding 

your style, or like just approaching people, like you say, because everyone is really kind, I guess. I 

didn't like some of my friends say that. I don't like British people. They're so mean. And I never had any 

bad experience with the British people. Because I feel like they're all super nice. Like, even in the 

subway, like everyone is waiting for the people to get out. And then to enter in Paris, everyone is 
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pushing each other entering the subway. So yeah, I feel like London is a really like, cool place. Like life 

is not a constant rush. I feel like we're just like, take it easy and just enjoying and like, yeah, baby. 

 

Siyeon  11:15 

One thing that I'm kind of sad about is that I didn't really met lots of British friends. 

 

Amaury  11:22 

True. We didn't have any British people. 

 

Siyeon  11:26 

Like international course, right? So people are from very different countries, but not from UK. 

 

Amaury  11:32 

Except for the teachers.  

 

Siyeon  11:36 

Yeah. 

 

Victoria  11:39 

And what would you say to somebody, they were thinking of coming? 

 

Siyeon  11:43 

I would say, don't hesitate to come here. But one thing is that everything is super expensive 

 

Amaury  11:49 

True. 

 

Siyeon  11:51 

But apart from that, why not? I would say. 

 

Amaury  11:55 

I don't have any bad stuff. London is a really great place like our campus is like, right in the centre of 

the city. I was like happy every morning to arrive in Oxford Circus station, see all the big building, the 

read buses and like, the life year is really amazing. So yeah, if you're thinking about it, I know that you 

can easily contact student abroad team, they're really responsive. So, the social of UAL are big. So you 

just can contact student here, they will have the answer to you. I guess. So, yeah. 

 

Siyeon  12:31 

Yes, I think there are lots of benefits to study here. Like, as exchange students, I get chance to go to 

the textile forum and like MA student graduation show, we can enter every college in UAL with our 

student ID card. So it's pretty fancy. 

 

Victoria  12:51 
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And certainly, it's a really interesting time to be studying, having been through COVID. And now it's post 

COVID. 

 

Siyeon  13:00 

Yeah. 

 

Victoria  13:01 

 Has that played at all into your experience? Or has it enlivened? 

 

Amaury  13:07 

At first I was really scared that we might not be able to come. It's potentially you're going but maybe 

not. But at the same time was like yeah, I was confident about our stay here like because I felt like UAL 

really put everything in their disposition to come and be safe. 

 

Siyeon  13:30 

For me in Korea, they still all wear mask everywhere. And they need you know, COVID card to enter 

the restaurant, cafe, everywhere. And we all have online classes due to COVID. But after I came here, 

nobody was wearing masks. I was really shocked at first. Yeah. And still now I don't know which one is 

better or not. But personally, I was very happy to experience the whole world again, without masks.  

 

Amaury  14:06 

True, it was amazing.  

 

Siyeon  14:08 

Yeah, it was amazing experience. 

 

Amaury  14:10 

Yeah. And also like when we move to London, a lot of thing that we're closing friends. So like no bars, 

no clubs and restaurants, but like really restricted. And then we move to London. No one's wearing 

masks, not even his subway. We can go to clubs, we go to Bars.  

 

Siyeon  14:28 

Exactly 

 

Amaury  14:29 

We can do like, we like find again life like it was two years or three years before so yeah. It really felt 

like in a dream or arriving here. It was really great to arrive here at this period. 

 

Victoria  14:44 

Is there anything else you feel? You know what if it was me and I was a student, I'd like to know about 

this... 

 

Amaury  14:50 



 

  - 7 - 

I think but the challenge of group works not all of them because like I can tell you like more than half the 

group works were like pretty great. Like the work was great, the communication was great and like, 

there was like a good result that we're all proud of, at the end. Some group projects were really hard. 

It's was hard to communicate and to share the same ideas. Because at the end, the result needs to be 

coherent between the different people in the group. And we need to see that it's something we all did 

together. And that's like, individually that we all add at the end. And so like, trying to get along with 

sometimes really complicated and some more into hard working than others. So the way we work was 

sometimes complicated. But at the end, the result was here, and we were still happy about it. Yeah, 

trying to communicate and get along with something really difficult. 

 

Victoria  15:49 

Your point about collaboration is really valid. And I wondered if you came away with any ideas about 

how to manage those sorts of frustrations, which I think everybody feels that the dynamic of the group 

is a certain way? 

 

Amaury  16:03 

Yeah, because in a way, like the teacher told us that they're doing that to us, because, yes, in our 

future career, we'll have to do it again. So it's some kind of preparation for us. But yeah, I've tried to find 

a way to put our expectation on the same level, because like, sometimes my expectations were really 

high. And for the others, he wasn't that high. So we need to get along because the work is a group 

work. And we're like different people. So I had to manage how to get along with others. You don't have 

any other options, so you're just like, okay, well, it's fine. 

 

Siyeon  16:42 

Yeah. And I think like lots of people from other countries have, like, very different personality, like 

working style, I guess. So some people wants to be more chill, and like, take their time to figure out and 

some people just want very practical way to work. So that makes it quite challenging.  

 

Amaury  17:06 

Yeah true. 

 

Siyeon  17:07 

Yeah. But also, it was quite interesting to know how different people are. 

 

Amaury  17:13 

I agree. I really consider some people as really good friends. And I'm really happy that this experience 

like are free meet that in such great memories. It's interesting to finish your state by an interview. It's 

really cool. 

 

Siyeon  17:30 

This London experience made me feel like I'm starting a new chapter in my life. Yeah. 

 

Victoria  17:39 

All the best, both of you. Thank you so much for inviting us. 


