
 
 
   
 
 

MA Arts and Lifestyle Journalism 
Programme Specification 2019/20 

  



Awarding Body University of the Arts London 

College London College of Communication 

School University of the Arts London 

Programme Journalism and Publishing (L045) 

FHEQ Level Level 7 Masters 

Course Credits 180 

Mode Full Time 

Duration of Course 1 year 

Valid From September 1st 2019 

QAA Subject Benchmark Communication, media, film and cultural studies  

UAL Subject 
Classification Journalism, PR, media and publishing  

JACS Code P500 - Journalism 

UCAS Code N/A  

PSRB N/A  

Work placement offered Yes  

Course Entry 
Requirements 

In order to be considered, you would have achieved an 
Honours degree or equivalent professional qualifications 
with a minimum of three years relevant professional 
experience. 

APEL (Accreditation of Prior Experiential Learning) 

Applicants who do not meet these course entry 
requirements may still be considered in exceptional cases. 
The course team will consider each application that 
demonstrates additional strengths and alternative evidence. 
This might, for example, be demonstrated by: 

• Related academic or work experience 
• The quality of the personal statement 
• A strong academic or other professional reference 



• OR a combination of these factors 

Language requirements 

All classes are conducted in English. If English is not your first 
language, we strongly recommend you let us know your 
English language test score in your application. If you have 
booked a test or are awaiting your results, please indicate 
this in your application. When asked to upload a CV as part 
of your application, please include any information about 
your English test score. 

• IELTS 7.0 (or equivalent) is required, with 6.0 in each of 
the four skills. 

• If your first language is not English, you can check you 
have achieved the correct IELTS level in English on 
the Language Requirements page. 

• For further details regarding international admissions 
and advice please visit the International Applications 
page. 

 
Selection Criteria Offers will be made based on the following selection criteria, 

which applicants are expected to demonstrate: 

• Evidence of a critical knowledge and/or experience of 
Arts and Lifestyle Journalism that would indicate 
potential to successfully undertake the programme of 
study 

• An academic or professional background in a relevant 
area 

• A well-articulated rationale for applying for the 
course that demonstrates an enthusiasm for Arts and 
Lifestyle Journalism 

• A demonstrable capacity for intellectual enquiry and 
openness to new ideas 

https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/language-centre/english-language-requirements
https://www.arts.ac.uk/training/designs-testing/how-to-apply-section-build/how-to-apply/postgraduate
https://www.arts.ac.uk/training/designs-testing/how-to-apply-section-build/how-to-apply/postgraduate


Awards and Percentage of Scheduled Learning 

Year 1 

Percentage of Scheduled Learning 13 

Awards Credits 

Postgraduate Certificate (Exit Only) 
 

60 
 

Postgraduate Diploma (Exit Only) 
 

120 
 

Master of Arts 
 

180 

   

 
 
  



Course Aims and Outcomes 
The Aims and Outcomes of this Course are as follows: 

Aim/Outcome Description  

Aim 
Provide a comprehensive and rigorous programme in contemporary 
arts and lifestyle journalism, helping you to develop the advanced 
vocational skills needed to produce original journalism 

Aim Allow you to develop an original journalistic voice 

Aim 
Advance your understanding of your chosen journalistic area and 
develop the advanced research skills needed to produce high-quality 
work 

Aim Establish a framework of critical understanding and awareness of the 
social, legal, ethical and theoretical contexts informing your practice 

Aim Develop you as a self-aware practitioner who can articulate, present 
and document your work to a variety of audiences in different media 

Aim 
Equip you with the skills, techniques and knowledge that will allow you 
to operate successfully in a complex and changing professional 
environment 

Aim 

Equip you with the personal and professional skills to conduct an 
independent and self-directed major project in arts and lifestyle 
journalism, which demonstrates academic and professional rigour, 
developed skills of communication, and narrative and critical self-
evaluation. 

Outcome 
Identify, research and develop ideas and concepts for arts and lifestyle 
journalism in a range of media taking into account their suitability for 
chosen audiences (Enquiry, Process); 

Outcome 
Apply the skills of multimedia journalism to produce compelling and 
engaging narratives on arts and lifestyle subjects (Realisation, 
Knowledge, Process, Realisation); 

Outcome 
Identify suitable audiences for your work and present your work and 
yourself in a professional and compelling manner to publications, 
broadcasters (Realisation; Process; Communication) 

Outcome Work professionally with others in a range of situations (Process, 
Communication); 



Outcome 
Evaluate your journalistic practice and that of others in professional, 
contextual, economic and critical frameworks Process, Enquiry, 
Communication); 

Outcome 

Carry out research and advanced scholarship that engages with the 
social, legal, commercial and ethical frameworks within which 
journalists operate and be able to situate your own practice in this 
context (Knowledge, Enquiry); 

Outcome Plan and conduct a substantial journalistic project involving original 
research (Communication, Process; Enquiry); 

Outcome 

Produce a professional business plan relating to the journalistic project 
that demonstrates a clear understanding of the commercial context of 
journalism and the markets for your work (Communication, 
Realisation) 

 
  



 Distinctive Features 

1 

By focusing on arts and lifestyle journalism within an arts university, the course 
benefits from the expertise of a successful journalism department and the expertise 
of staff and critical debates in a wide range of arts disciplines (photography, design, 
fine art) 

2 There are opportunities for collaboration with students on other MA courses 

3 
Arts and lifestyle are thriving branches of journalism in newspapers, broadcast, 
online and in an increasing range of specialist magazines; yet there is only one arts 
journalism MA in Britain and none covering lifestyle 

4 

The course takes advantage of the college’s position in the heart of London, to bring 
in practitioners from leading media and arts organisations. This will build on the 
existing journalism and publishing visiting lecture and practitioner programme, that 
has included guests from the BBC, Buzzfeed, the Guardian, Channel 4 and other 
leading media organisations 

5 The course encourages students to develop entrepreneurial skills and build links 
with industry through a guest speaker programme. 

6 Students develop transferrable skills that will have value in related professions (such 
as PR and others) or content marketing 

7 
Students have the opportunity to explore print, online, audio or video and to 
specialise if they choose, taking advantage of the college’s professional-standard 
radio and video studios and online journalism facilities 

 
  



Course Detail 

Arts and lifestyle are important and growing areas of journalism in print, online and 
broadcast media. 

This MA Arts and Lifestyle Journalism aims to equip you with the practical and theoretical 
tools, to operate at a professional level in arts and lifestyle journalism in a range of media 
and roles. You will produce an extended piece or body of journalistic work in one or more 
media (the MA Final Major Project), which you will situate in a wider context of 
journalistic practice. 

The course is aimed at students who are enthusiastic and informed about arts and 
lifestyle, and want to develop the ability to communicate this enthusiasm to the public. It 
will prepare you for a future career as staff or freelance journalists working in print, 
online or broadcast; or in a wide range of ancillary professions (in- house publications for 
galleries and museums, content marketing, public relations and so on). It would also be 
suitable for a working journalist intending to specialize in this field or an artist, 
photographer or other practitioner wishing to develop communication and narrative 
skills around their practice. 

The course covers journalism about fine art, contemporary art and mass and popular 
culture: this can include painting, music, photography, literature, theatre, cinema, travel, 
food, celebrity culture and other areas. You will have the opportunity to develop your 
own specialist areas of interest. The course will encourage a rigorous journalistic 
approach with a focus on ethical and professional standards. 

The research elements of the course are also a suitable preparation for higher levels of 
study. 

The course is unique in being situated in an arts university in the heart of London. It will 
draw on expertise from across the university itself and the many media and arts 
organisations in the city. 

There will be close links with industry through regular discussions of professional 
practice, the involvement of working journalists as teachers and a guest lecture 
programme. Recent speakers have included Jon Snow of Channel 4 News, Bruno Bayley, 
editor of Vice (an LCC alumnus), Luke Lewis, editor of Buzzfeed, Mary Hockaday of the 
BBC and Peter Grunert, editor of Lonely Planet Traveller. 

As well as developing your own distinctive practice, you will develop the skills of 
collaborative and team working that are essential in the modern media environment. 
There will be opportunities for informal and formal collaboration with students in the 



Design and Media schools at LCC and in the wider UAL community. 

The MA Arts and Lifestyle Journalism takes a broad view of arts and lifestyle, including, 
for example; film, music, television, food, travel and allows you to specialise in your 
chosen field. You will be exposed to different types of journalism on a range of platforms 
and, as part of the final major project, will produce a significant piece or portfolio of 
journalism in one or more media. 

You will be encouraged to take a critical view of your subject area, siting your work in a 
robust theoretical framework, the culmination of which is a critical and evaluative report 
that underpins your final major project. 

The course has a commitment to the highest ethical and professional standards of 
journalism.  You will be encouraged to evaluate your work in the context of issues and 
debates around public interest and appropriate professional behaviour.  

We are committed to teaching, learning and assessment designed to enhance, nurture 
and recognise your employability, individuality and entrepreneurship. 

Enterprise and employability within a creative education in arts, design and 
media is about the integration of practice, behaviours and qualities that enable 
you to develop and sustain a rewarding professional life. 
  
The curriculum is designed to communicate and open up the possibilities of your 
own creativity be developing your career aspirations and professional awareness 
for enterprise and employability, whether for the creative and cultural sector or 
beyond. 
  
Enterprise and employability is about more than getting a job, it is about 
enabling you to find, make and take opportunities and to meet your aspirations 
in a changing world, whether as a successful creative professional, innovator, 
practitioner, employee and/or entrepreneur in the UK and globally. 

Course Units 

Each course is divided into units, which are credit-rated. The minimum unit size is 20 
credits, with the maximum unit size being 60 credits. 
  
The MA course structure involves 6 units, totalling 180 credits. If you are unable to 
continue or decide to exit the course, there are two possible exit awards; a 
Postgraduate Certificate will be awarded on successful completion of the first 60 
credits and a Postgraduate Diploma will be awarded on successful completion of the 
first 120 credits.   
  



In order to be awarded a Master Degree you must successfully complete 180 credits. 
The final award classification is comprised of the marks from the final major project 
unit only. 
  
Each unit descriptor indicates the number of learning hours associated with that unit. 
The proportion of hours devoted to types of learning will vary according to the 
purpose and nature of the unit.  
  
For more detailed information regarding your course’s contact hours please check 
Moodle and ‘My Contact Hours’, which can be accessed through 
https://mycontacthours.arts.ac.uk/ 
  
In addition, your own personal timetable will be available each year from the 
beginning of term via your Moodle page 
https://mytimetable.arts.ac.uk/timetable_navigate/ 

Learning and Teaching Methods 

• Lectures, which introduce and explore the theoretical and contextual aspects of the course 
and their application to practice 

• Seminars, which explore and evaluate the concepts discussed in the lectures 

• Workshops from academic and technical staff and visiting journalists and other industry 
practitioners which introduce and develop technical and professionals skills and 
techniques 

• Tutorials in which you will have the opportunity to discuss your work in detail with a 
member of staff 

• Supervised practice 

• E-learning 

• Reflections on practice 

• Self-directed learning 

Presentations and pitches on which you receive feedback 

Assessment Methods 

The course outcomes are assessed using the following assessment methods: 

• Practical project work and computer based activities 

• Prepared writing 

• Responses to case studies 

https://mycontacthours.arts.ac.uk/
https://mytimetable.arts.ac.uk/timetable_navigate/


• Workshop based activities 

• Written research projects 

• The creation of a portfolio of collection of work which may contain a number of different 
activities. 

This course uses the following assessment strategies: 

Holistic: This unit is assessed holistically (100% of the unit). In holistic assessment you 
may be asked to submit one or more pieces of work, but your tutors will look at all your 
work for the unit and make a single judgement about your performance against the 
University’s marking criteria. You will receive a single grade and a single feedback form. 
You will need to achieve a grade of D- or above to pass the unit. 

Element: The assessment for this unit is weighted. In element-based assessment, you must 
achieve at least an E grade in each element, and an aggregate grade of at least D- in the 
overall unit. Failure (F, or F-), or non-submission in any element defaults to Fail for the 
unit. 

Reference Points 

The following reference points were used in designing the course: 

• The learning and teaching policies of the University of the Arts London; 

• The College policies and initiatives; 

• Level descriptors; 

• Benchmark statements. 





 

The University will use all reasonable endeavours to provide the Course and the services described in this 
Output. There may be occasions whereby the University needs to add, remove or alter content in relation 
to your Course as may be appropriate for example the latest requirements of a commissioning or 
accrediting body, or in response to student feedback, or to comply with applicable law or due to 
circumstances beyond its control. The University aim to inform you of any changes as soon as is 
reasonably practicable 

© 2019 University of the Arts London 
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