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As we face increasingly urgent social and environmental pressures, creativity can be 
a powerful agent for innovation and transformation. Across a wide range of design 
disciplines, this exhibition showcases graduate projects from Central Saint Martins, 
offering disruptive and compelling propositions for more sustainable and equitable 
futures.  

This exhibition is an initiative of Maison/0, the sustainable innovation programme 
created in 2017 at Central Saint Martins in partnership with the luxury group LVMH.  

In the face of the turbulent times we live in, we need all the intelligence, hope 
and critique that an institution such as Central Saint Martins can muster. This 
exhibition will show how our students are rising to profound challenges 
through innovative and sustainable thinking, making and doing.  
 Professor Jeremy Till, Head of Central Saint Martins 
 
Curated by Carole Collet, CSM-LVMH Director of Sustainable Innovation, with Kate 
Keara Pelen, the exhibition is based on the annual Maison/0 Green Trail which 
celebrates the best of sustainable innovation in this year’s design degree show as 
nominated by the course teams. 

The exhibition is not only a showcase of creativity, it will also include a learning 
space which will be used to host a programme of talks and workshops to help the 
incoming students at Central Saint Martins to engage with socio-environmental 
issues.   

It is crucial for us to highlight how our graduates embrace socio-environmental 
challenges to develop innovative design that can make a real difference. This show 
is a testimony to the dedication of our academics and students to embark on the 
search for new ways to create the designs of tomorrow.’  
Professor Carole Collet, Director of CSM LVMH Maison/0. 



        
 
 
The exhibition is curated around six themes.  Below are a few of the projects in the 
exhibition: 

Designing with Abundance 

    
L: Benjamin Benmoyal – It Was Better Tomorrow R: Qiang Huang – Bike Scavengers 

LVMH scholar and Green Trail 2019 winner, Benjamin Benmoyal (BA Fashion 
Design with Marketing) has developed woven textiles made from waste cassette 
tapes and dead yarn stocks to create his fashion collection, It Was Better Tomorrow. 
Qiang Huang (MA Industrial Design) imagines a service to upcycle the millions of 
discarded bikes produced by the bike sharing networks in China. 

Designing for Biodiversity 

      
L: Olivia Page – Recipes of North Portugal R: Jing Jiang – Weighting Feathers 

Olivia Page, BA Architecture, is a 2019 Green Trail winner with her project ‘Recipes 
of North Portugal’.  Working with local biomass and invasive species, she develops 
architectural materials that ensure that both production and transportation are more 
sustainable.  Weighting Feathers by Jing Jang, BA Jewellery Design, revisited the 
traditional Chinese craft of Tian Tsui replacing inlays of Kingfisher feathers with 
chicken and turkey feather waste from the meat industry for her project. 

 



        
 
Designing for Conversation 

       
L: Chekii Harling – TRASH R: Penny Hartley – Land, Ground, Earth, Soil 

Chekii Harling (Green Trail 2019 winner, BA Fashion Communication) has produced 
a new fashion magazine TRASH that is printed on recycled paper with vegetable-
based inks and a cellulose instead of plastic gloss for the cover.  She wants to 
reinvent the journalistic language used around sustainable fashion, societal and 
environmental issues. ‘Land, Ground, Earth and Soil’ by Penny Hartley (MA Graphic 
Communication Design) raises questions about our relationship with the ground 
below our feet, disappearing democratic spaces and the deployment of language to 
obscure and divide these interrelated issues.  

Designing with Communities 

      
L: Cecily Cracroft-Eley Etaka R: Maël Henaff – Democratising Technology 

 
Maël Henaff (MA Material Futures) with ‘Democratising Technology’ collaborates 
with the Jaywick community in Essex mining cryptocurrency through tidal energy to 
generate a secondary income and exploring how future technologies can be 
democratic and support the many, not the few.  BA Fashion Knit, Cecily Cracroft-
Eley is working with groups of women in East Africa on her project, Etaka translated 
as red earth in Lugandan, one of the  languages spoken in Uganda.  She worked 
with Ugandan women blending traditional crafts with her own skills using local 
materials such as shells, seeds and bark cloth.  



        
 
Designing Alternatives 

       
L: Elissa Brunato – Bio Iridescent Sequin R: Graysha Assoun - Seamless  

Elissa Brunato, (Green Trail 2019 winner, MA Material Futures) is collaborating with 
the RISE institute in Sweden to develop a fully biodegradable bio sequin as an 
alternative to the common plastic sequin used in the fashion industry. Graysha 
Assoun ( BA Textile Design) weaves zero waste seamless garments on the loom 
rather than a traditional cut and sew process. 

Designing with Time 

 
Desmond Lim - Poise 

MA Design: Furniture student, Desmond Lim has created a furniture collection, 
Poise, that uses wate aggregate iin the concrete.  It is durable, elegant and will grow 
in beauty with age and use.  

 
Opening Times Mon – Fri 11am – 6pm Saturday 12 – 5pm 
Lethaby Gallery 
Central Saint Martins, UAL 
The Granary, 1 Granary Square, London N1C 4AA 
 
For further information please contact Jo Ortmans, Media Relations Manager 
Central Saint Martins, UAL j.ortmans@csm.arts.ac.uk 020 7514 8098 



        
 
 

Maison/0 is the sustainable innovation programme set up in 2017 as part of the 
partnership CSM LVMH. 

Maison/0 objectives 

• Inspire, inform and equip the next generation of creative talents to take the lead on 
sustainable innovation 

• Undertake research, development and experimental projects to explore new avenues 
for sustainable luxury 

• Curate public-facing events which showcase creative practice as a catalyst for 
sustainable innovation. 

Maison/0 supports the following activities 

• Enhancing the integration of sustainable values in the curriculum across disciplines 
at Central Saint Martins 

• Experimental research and development for sustainable luxury 
• Signposting the best of sustainable projects at Central Saint Martins with the 

Maison/0 Degree Show Green Trail 
• Public-facing events which provide inspirational models for creative practitioners 

such as The Other Way symposium and exhibition. 
 
 

Central Saint Martins UAL is globally renowned for the creative energy of its students, staff 
and graduates. Its educational reputation across art, design and performance is 
demonstrated by the ever-growing achievements of its alumni who include Grace Wales 
Bonner, Matty Bovan, Terence Conran, Michael Fassbender, Antony Gormley, Craig Green, 
Tom Hardy, Isaac Julien, Jean Jullien, Christopher Kane, Helen Marten, Stella McCartney, 
Alexander McQueen, Morag Myerscough, Laure Prouvost and Raqib Shaw among many 
others.  
Central Saint Martins is part of University of the Arts London (UAL), an international 
centre for innovative teaching and research in arts, design, fashion, communication and the 
performing arts. The University is made up of six Colleges: Camberwell College of Arts, 
Central Saint Martins, Chelsea College of Arts, London College of Communication, London 
College of Fashion and Wimbledon College of Arts. 
www.arts.ac.uk/csm 

 

 


