
 
 

 
 

 
Creative Enterprise Awards 2022 
Guidelines for Applicants  
 

Eligibility 
 
To apply you must: 
 

• Be a current UAL Student or graduate within 2 years of graduating.  

• Have a business, social enterprise, or community project.  

• Be based in the UK unless you are applying for the International category. 

• If you are an international student applying for any category except the International 
category, you must hold, or be in the process of applying for, a visa to remain in the 
country to start a business. More information about Start Up visas. 

 
Notes on eligibility 

• The decision of the UAL panel is final. 

• If unsuccessful, you can apply again, up to 2 years after graduating. 

• You can apply as a team (with a joint application). 
 

Award categories  
 

• Maker and Product 

• Freelancer and Service 

• International 

• Climate and Planet 

• Social and Community 

• Digital and Technology 
 
Please note you can apply for up to two categories of your choice.  
 
Maker and Product 
Open to individuals or businesses who produce and sell creative work or products. 
 
Freelancer and Service 
Open to self-employed individuals or companies who provide a creative service to clients. 
 
International 
Open to businesses with a substantial proportion of international clients, customers or 
production, or businesses that are based outside the UK. 
 
Climate and Planet 
Open to businesses that have a focus on environmental issues and sustainable practices. 
 
Social and Community 
Open to enterprises that have a focus on community engagement or intervention or with 
socially led objectives at the heart of what they do. 
 
Digital and Technology 
Open to businesses or individuals whose work demonstrates innovative uses of technology, 
including digital technologies, engineering, production, and science. 
 

https://www.arts.ac.uk/students/student-careers/awards-funding-and-support/international-start-up-visa


 
 

 
 

 

How to apply  
• Read these Guidelines carefully. 

• Complete the Application Form. 

• Include a link and password to your 1-minute video pitch. 

• Complete the submission form attaching your Application Form. 

• If you want to show visuals of your work attach an additional short document to the 
submission form. 

• Submit everything by the deadline. 
 
 

Important dates 
• Deadline for applications is Monday 13 June, 5pm (BST). 

• You will be advised if you have been shortlisted by Wednesday 22 June. 

• If you are shortlisted, you will be invited to present to a panel week commencing 27 
June 

• All nominees are invited to the Awards night on 7 July when winners and runners up 
will be announced. 

 
 
The Application  
The application asks you for a business case. You should address the following criteria in 
your business case: 
 

1. Provide information on your product or service. 
 

2. Show there is a clear market for your proposed product or service. 
 

3. Provide evidence on your competitive position. 
 

4. Outline a credible business model. 
 
The application also asks you to: 
 

5. Outline the finances for the business. 
 

6. Explain the skills and experience of you/your team. 
 

7. Outline your future aims for your business. 
 
Ensure you demonstrate and present everything clearly. 
 
 

1. Information on the product/service 
 
Explain how your product or service will work.  

 

• How will your product be made, or your service delivered? 

• How will you reach enough customers? Where will your product or service be sold 
(e.g., online, shops)? 

• Is there an opportunity for this business to grow and expand into other areas? 
 
 



 
 

 
 

2. Clarity of market 
 
Describe your market (customers). 

 

• Who are your customers? Be specific, ‘everybody’ or ‘young people’ is too broad. Do 
you have different customer groups? 

• Are people willing to pay for your product or service? Can you test the market by 
speaking to potential customers and asking for feedback? 

• Is your market niche? If so, can you prove there are enough people that need/want 
your product or service? Can you provide some market-research evidence on this? 

 
 

3. Competitive position 
 

Explain who your competitors are and how you will sit alongside them. 
 

• What is already out there that is like your business proposal? 

• What makes your idea unique? Or what ‘edge’ does your service or product have 
over potential competitors? 

• How will your business survive (be sustainable)? Do your competitors prove there is 
a ready market for you to enter? 

 
 

4. Business model 
 
Set out how your business will make money and sustain itself.  
 

• Where will you sell and in what quantity? Will that make enough money? 

• How much money will you need to start up? For example, do you need to buy 
equipment to start? 

 
 

5. Finances 
 
Present your costs and potential sales including profit / loss projections. 
 

• Include and explain all costs, e.g. How will you cover salaries? What are the costs for 
producing your product? 

• Explain your product or service pricing decisions, e.g. Are these based on evidence 
from potential competitors? 

• What are your sales projections for the first year? What did you make these 
projections based on?  

 
 

6. Skills and experience 
 

Demonstrate the skills and experience that you and your team have. 
 

• What experience are you bringing from your studies?  

• Are you bringing skills from outside your academic life to this enterprise? (e.g., work 
experience, family’s business, volunteering, past work). 

• How do you plan to improve your business skills? 
 



 
 

 
 

 
The video pitch 
 
Your video pitch should capture your idea in a succinct and engaging way. It does not have 
to be professional quality but should show your personality and enthusiasm for your 
business. 
 
Upload your video on a sharing platform such as Vimeo or YouTube. If you do not want the 
link to be public, make sure you set a password and send it to us. Your video can be in any 
format e.g., animation, film, Prezi, PowerPoint, etc. 
 
The video should be 1 minute maximum. 
 
 
Attaching documents 
 
You can attach an additional document to your application if you want to include more 
research or spreadsheets although this is not essential. 
 
If your business is visual, it is important to include examples of your designs or product. You 
can attach as a document or hyperlink to your website / online portfolio.  
 
If attaching an additional document, please submit as pdf or jpeg. 
 
 
What are the panel looking for? 
 
Successful applications tend to show: 
 

• First-hand experience and / or some initial testing of the market. 

• Passion and drive for their idea. 

• Good connections with potential companies/clients/customers. 

• Some market research to prove there are customers. 

• Realistic, evidence-based finances which make sense. 

• A well-presented proposal with an easy-to-understand business idea. 

• An interesting and creative product or service. 
 
Common reasons for unsuccessful applications: 
 

• No real first-hand experience / knowledge of that industry / market. 

• No clear business model. 

• Not enough detail on the practicalities of how the business will work. 

• No details on competitors or similar products or evidence of a big enough market. 

• Unclear proposal or an application that appears rushed. 

• An unoriginal business idea in an already crowded market. 
 
 
If you are successful 
 
You sign an agreement with UAL to: 
 

• Work to agreed milestones. 

• Take part in ongoing support / mentoring. 



 
 

 
 

• Achieve your objectives in a credible manner. 
 
If the business is not progressed, UAL will withdraw the offer. 
    
 
Supporting you 
 
If you have any questions or believe there are any barriers to your participation in this 
opportunity, or you have any access requirements you wish to discuss, we would be happy 
to talk to you.  
 
Please contact enterprise@arts.ac.uk. 
 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Q. Do you offer help with applications? 
A. Yes. If you have a question about the application process, contact enterprise@arts.ac.uk 
If you would like advice on your application, check out these business resources and look at 
the upcoming events for relevant workshops. 
 
Q. Can I apply again if my application was unsuccessful?  
A. You can apply as many times as you want but you must be within 2 years from 
graduating.  
 
Q. I just missed a deadline, can I still apply? 
A. No, unfortunately we cannot consider late applications. Make sure you know the deadline 
and do not leave your application to the last minute in case you experience technical 
difficulties. 
 
Q. If I am an international student do I have to apply to get a Start-up Visa 
endorsement as well? 
A. The International category is open to applicants both in the UK and based outside the UK. 
All other categories are open to applicants in the UK only. 
 
If you are an international student and want to apply for any other category you must apply 
for a Start Up Visa endorsement (deadline July 2022).  
This is a separate application form process. Further information is on the website.  
 
Q. Is there a preference for certain types of projects? 
A. The panel considers all strong business ideas, from all areas of creative and media work.  
 
Q. Can I run the business from abroad? 
A. The International category is open to businesses based outside the UK as well as those in 
the UK with strong international connections. For all other categories you must be based in 
the UK. 
 
Q. Do you offer funding to graduates of more than 2 years? 
A. The Creative Business Accelerator is open to graduates up to 5 years after graduation. It 
is a programme to support and grow an existing business and participants receive a small 
bursary to take part. More information is on the website. 
 
Q. Can I use figures and tables within my application?  

mailto:enterprise@arts.ac.uk
mailto:enterprise@arts.ac.uk
https://www.arts.ac.uk/students/student-careers/freelance-and-business-support
https://www.arts.ac.uk/students/student-careers/events-and-workshops
https://www.arts.ac.uk/students/student-careers/awards-funding-and-support/international-start-up-visa
https://www.arts.ac.uk/students/student-careers/awards-funding-and-support/creative-business-accelerator


 
 

 
 

A. Yes. If you include tables and figures these will not go towards your word count. 
Alternatively, you can create a .pdf and attach it as an additional document. 
 


