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Introduction   

 
How might we learn from the past and the present to make future cities 
inclusive, safe, resilient and SUSTAINABLE? 
 
This brief marks the start of a collaboration between BA (Hons) Interior and 
Spatial Design and Kunsthal school of higher design studies, as the school 
opens its new headquarters in Bilbao, on the island of Zorrotzaurre.  This is an 
exciting opportunity for us to develop ideas that could inform future 
developments as part of the latest phase of urban regeneration in the city.   
 
Zorrotzaurre, is a peninsula formed when the Deusto Canal was built to facilitate 
navigation and industrial use in the 1950s and 60s. The regeneration of the island 
is the latest and most ambitious project in Bilbao, set to transform more than 60 
hectares of industrial area into a Creative Island - a new district of residential, 
commercial, office, and civic uses. 
 
Kunsthal was founded in 1997 and is dedicated to training in design, the 
dissemination of design culture, and the development of projects in collaboration 
with the socio-economic and institutional agents of its environment (Kunsthal, 
2020). The school is one of the first developments on the Island in its new home a 
renovated paper mill.  
 

Brief    
 
‘There is something special about places in transition. We know their past and 
we can speculate about their future, yet their present is usually ambiguous, 
unconventional, unrestricted, and full of opportunities. Aware of living on 
borrowed time, the present is where experimentation takes places, testing 
interesting activities and social interactions, and nurturing alternative ways of 
living different from those that take place in the established city’ (Gil, 2020)  
 
Using the transformation of the Papelera Building into an art school as a 
precedent, you will propose and design new uses for a chosen site or a chosen 
industrial building from the 17 that have been chosen to remain on the island  
 
To evolve your vision, you will start by: 
 

1. Exploring through mappings, scale drawings and diagrams the islands 
industrial heritage  

2. Analysing through mappings, scale drawings and diagrams the exciting 
meanwhile initiatives currently populating the disused spaces and places  

3. Interrogating through mappings, scale drawings and diagrams the 
proposed masterplan for the island 

4. Interrogating the ambition of Bilbao to become a university city and for the 
island to be its creative and knowledge centre.  
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As we cannot physically visit Bilbao at this time, Kunsthal students and staff will 
be in contact throughout the project and provide us with support in the form of 
maps, plans, short films and photographs.  Kunsthal students and staff will also, 
if possible, join us for interim reviews and informal discussions and exchange of 
ideas throughout the year.  
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