
Hussein  0:00   
Okay, so my name is Hussein Hamume. So I'm a West Londoner, born and raised in 
London. My course that I do is Film and TV and where I see myself at the end of this, 
if I keep my mind straight towards it, is being a director being a successful director, 
either film and TV.  

Academic Support  0:17   
Before you made the decision to be in the space, was there anything that made you 
slightly nervous about, or even excited about going to university? 

Hussein  0:26   
So, in a way, me and my...the other friend that came with me, we planned from the 
start when we finished year 11, we planned from start to go to UAL. Like, the media 
industry, you don't have to go to university, even regarding with the stuff that I do, 
you don't have to go to university. But, what I say to people that say that is this 
university allows a major step, a major pedestal, a major advantage and learning that 
connections, yeah connections with other people. Going with the lectures, using 
lecturers in regards to your initial learning from them ...all this stuff is invaluable.  

Hussein  1:03   
Obviously, there's going to be some stresses upon that, because you're like, this is 
going to a new environment, something different. For example, where my high 
school is, everyone... well... 80%, 85% is English, or they came from an early age. 
And when I come here, it is international, 70% of my course is International. Right, 
that's a difference, different change. And I was just like, wow, what's happening 
tonight, I thought I was in London, but then the international element into that... 
learning stuff for other people, like you don't..That's what I love about University, 
there's so much opportunity...and so much like culture, like I said, of international 
students, like coming from al around the world coming and showing their art is quite
beautiful. And in a sense, when you come you're going to be spellbound. Like so.... I 
don't know... I'm running off superlatives in a way. Because these people, are the 
people doing the same thing that you love to do as well. Like the stuff that you love, 
they love and you can work together. So, when you enter for the first time, and you 
see, okay, I'm a bit isolated, because it's the first time I'm here. But then again, 
there's gonna be so many people in regards to your course or even any other 
course...the first years it's going to be exact same feeling. For me, it took two days 
to get adjusted to it. Not in a way that we're friends or something, I'm just saying 
generally, the whole thing overall.  

Hussein  2:32   
So when I went to CSM, I went to CSM for the Freshers Fair, so much clubs, so 
much opportunity, like offers everything, it was beautiful. I met friends there that I 
speak to now. They do different courses but if I didn't go to these fresher fairs, if I 
don't go to these things that UAL offered, I probably wouldn't talk because I was 
being, as I can say, a bit anti-social not talking to many people. In a way, UAL brings 
out that social aspect of ...because it provides so many opportunities. It took a bit, at 
the start, to branch out because you're entering something, you're entering into the 
unknown. But the stuff that UAL offers in regards to being a new student is going to 
be levels above. And that's me speaking, six months later, after that, on my first 
year ...and I can't wait to go every day to university.  



Academic Support  3:20   
Incredible. It's so encouraging to hear students who don't just stay within the 
colleges but to really experience everything that the university has to offer. And it 
looks like you've started to take advantage of that already. 

Hussein  3:35   
Also, like the opportunities because they give, for example, industry leaders, like 
people that done this journey already, and they want to pass it on to the new 
generation, i.e. us, and listening to other perspectives, other journeys and stuff like 
that makes you just want to jump out and just do the work yourself.  

Academic Support  3:54   
Brilliant. Your enthusiasm is very infectious. 

Academic Support  3:58   
I just want to tap in on your work pattern. So, I would imagine, coming from further 
education, that you would now be exposed to a very different way of learning, for 
example, tutorials, seminars, workshops... 

Hussein  4:14 
Thank you.  

Hussein  4:14   
Yeah, that was a big change. Because when I had college days, it was like a small 
classroom with a teacher. And then the change from that towards, like, a lecturer in a 
lecture theatre room with around like 60 people, that was a major change. The way I 
adapted to that was, I saw as a way of just listening. Listening is the most important 
thing, some people just like fade away from listening, they pay attention, but then 
they start to doze off, they start daydreaming or go into phone. Like I put my phone 
in airplane mode, straightaway, because what I realised was the rules in regards to 
phones, it's not strict enough when you compare it to college or high school, and you 
can easily get distracted, because the teachers so far away. So, for example, your 
phone vibrates as in your phone, you'll be like, let me see. And then from there, 
you're already initiated of you just not paying attention anymore. And when you look 
back you'll be like 'okay, where am? I'm kind of lost.' So put your phone on airplane 
mode and just listen, because you're paying, you're paying for this ultimately. And 
when you're paying for something, you don't want to put it to waste. Let's put into 
terms like you're paying 9K for a year. And then well that's me, people pay even 
more. If you divide that by three, which is like 3K a year for me, and then some 
people's like, 5K, or something like that. And each lesson you're wasting money, not 
paying attention, and when you have that movement, you know wow, I need to 
focus, if I don't, if I just fade away, money is going to be wasted. Also, the people 
that telling you, they know what they're doing, and they're giving you the information 
for you to learn at a young age. I know sometimes it could drag on, but then again, 
the dragging ones only because of your mind. 

Academic Support  6:05   
Perhaps maybe pull the lens back and just think about how you've adapted yourself. 
Okay, I'm sure you will have had one to one engagement with teachers in the past. 



Yeah. But how you've been able to share your ideas in an open space, how have 
you developed and grown? 

Hussein  6:22   
My course requires collaboration from an early start, because you have to 
collaborate in regards, film, TV, documentary, stuff like that. The way of doing at the 
start was... so my personality... I always want to talk, I always want to talk, all the 
time, every single time just talk, talk, talk. Sometimes people tell me I talk too much. 
But with me, if I'm not comfortable, you can see it straight away. When I'm adapting 
towards everything in the lesson ...so talking to people...like the change from one-to-
one, to actually work in groups and listen to seminars and stuff like that. When you 
put yourself into that situation, you're going to think about stuff like, am I suited it to 
be here? Do I relate to this course? And these questions are going to pop up 
because people feel anxious, people feel uncomfortable. And it's going to be hard in 
regards to the transition only if you make it feel like that. I know that people don't like 
to talk to a lot of people. That's why.. this is for people that like to talk or something, 
get them to be comfortable as well, that will bring them out of the shells and stuff like 
that. And yeah. 

Academic Support  7:31   
So you've already given us some outline of how you do it, what advice would you 
give to somebody coming into college, one of the colleges, for the first time, has 
never really collaborated before, probably hasn't got the confidence that you have. 
What advice would you give them? 

Hussein  7:47   
So, like, you're there for a reason, right? The uni will not pick someone just random, 
you have a voice because you were chosen out of a shortlist, you were chosen. So 
think of it like in a way that you earned your right to be there. And I know it will be 
difficult if you have never collaborated before. Every new step is going to be like that. 
But when you think about it, that new step, you would have to take it eventually. If 
you leave yourself in a box, and you trap yourself in that box, you're limiting yourself 
and what you can be like... you could be great in what you want to do. So, when you 
collaborate with someone, that's a fresh opinion, that is someone that's new. It's 
going to be hard in regards to your personality, if you're going to go towards 
someone talk and that again, is a major step. But learn to seek discomfort, learn to 
do something that's out of your shell, because the world is a cool place, if you make 
it to be like that. Just learn to branch out, learn new stuff. And in that way, that will 
improve you as a person.  

Academic Support  8:55   
Brilliant. So I've got a couple more questions left, so I'm just thinking about 
somebody coming into UAL from a different place in the world. So, this is pre-arrival, 
someone's never been to the UK before. What advice would you give for how they 
use their time both personally and within college? What advice would you give 
somebody who's going into a new environment? 

Hussein  9:20   
I have a close group of friends already. And one is from Netherlands, the other one 
is from Germany, the other one's from Hong Kong, the one he's from UK, like he's 
from London as well, but he's part of my friend group. So, what we've done was 
that... I'm not a guide because London is massive, and I come from another area



... so really like we're going through stuff together in a way. But imagine coming from 
the countryside and coming all the way to London. It's like everything's crowded, 
everything's like ...something's going on there, there, there. And the change from 
where you are before and change to where you are now is vast. But like, for 
example, speaking English will help. But if your English is limited... learn English 
because when you learn English that will allow you to talk to more people. In regards 
to people that do know English and comes over here, like don't be afraid, don't limit 
yourself, try new stuff. For example, Google 'places near me', go to this place, go to 
that place. The transport over here is really really good. Because that will help you to 
learn the culture more ...not in UAL, but I'm talking about London in general, go to 
places. So, for example, my area is like a neighbourhood area. But then I have to 
travel a bit to go to the main shopping centre which is like Shepherd's Bush 
Westfield, or there's an area called Park Royal, which has arcades, it has... stuff to 
chill with. But then when you go further... this is my area...so, imagine west London it 
is massive, it's like its own area. When I leave the area, you go into central London, 
like Oxford Circus, Piccadilly Circus, when you go to Camden Town, when you go to 
Brixton, when you go to Shoreditch, when you go... these are so many areas to. 
You're not going to be bored in London, if you go out and experience London for how 
it is. And yeah, that's what I'm trying to say, learn the culture, like they're not going to 
discriminate you because you don't know English. Or, if your English is limited, 
they're going to treat you in a way that they speak slowly to you and stuff like that. 
But it's not all rosy rosy in London, but there's so much culture, multiculture. There's 
so much stuff to look at. But yeah, that's where I see London as. And that's the way I 
see London and that's the way I feel with people. 

Academic Support  11:28   
I just want to ask you about risk. How have you been able to apply risk in your work 
now, in your studies now, that you weren't able to before? So risk and 
experimentation. 

Hussein  11:41   
So, when I do projects, I tend to work by myself. And I don't like to... in a 
way... expand. And that's bad from me at the start. Because it was like my film and 
my vision and stuff like that. Collaboration is one risk that you have to learn because 
you'll tend to think about it in a way that it is your work and your work alone, until you 
reach university that will teach you to branch out... not even only on film, I'm talking 
about like architecture, learning people from other opinions, talking about the styles 
and stuff.. like different tastes, design ...different tastes again. Like what's the 
difference between yours and their's? I'm not only talking about my course I'm talking 
about generally. The collaboration is one major risk that you would have to overcome 
to succeed. And another risk, you're coming from your own country to come over 
here. So, imagine you leaving where you know.. this is this is my area, I know where 
the local corner shop is, I know the local coffee shop, I know the restaurants, I know 
where to go, what bus to take. And like even leaving a city is a major commitment 
but leaving in a country are another, another major risk. Like, leaving that country, 
coming over here, seeing so many cultures, speaking a different language. And 
sometimes it frightens people, but sometimes it makes people, in a way. Like, if you 
just see yourself in one area because you feel comfortable, then I don't see... I don't 
see progression in a way. But character building. That's why people go on holidays, 
that's why people go to Mt Everest. I don't know, I don't know what people do. 



I want to do that myself to be honestly, that's one of my bucket list. 
Seek challenge. Seek discomfort. Seek... yeah, just seek.... that will bring happiness 
in a way because you're going to see something new. And that's what I feel like, for 
international students leaving their country, to go do something that was at the start 
your advice, but then again, you'd be like, wow, I'm glad I made that choice to come 
to London, London, one of the major cities in the world, to come to London to study 
your favourite subject. Like go ahead, do it. That's the thing.  

Academic Support  14:02   
The Tourist Board need to snap you up. You're a great amabasador. 

Hussein  14:06   
But yeah, that's London for you guys man, London's great. 

Academic Support  14:09   
I've got some quickfire questions for you, okay, you ready? 

Hussein  14:12 
Yeah.  

Academic Support  14:13   
Tourist attractions in London, name three, that you recommend. 

Hussein  14:16   
Okay, tourist attraction, one... Brixton. You have to go to Brixton, if you want to see 
culture, like, in a way that's different. Another one, Chinatown. I was gonna say other 
stuff but then I'm like, what people's tastes?  

Academic Support  14:28 
Well this is about you.  

Hussein  14:29   
Oh, it's about me? Go to Nomadic Gardens, that's one area in Shoreditch. 
Shoreditch is pretty nice as well. I advise you guys to go to Shoreditch because 
that's pretty nice.  

Academic Support  14:38 
Music 

Hussein  14:38   
Music... I'm very rap based. But if I was gonna say, if I was gonna say that other 
stuff. So, University opened that as well, because I also used to rap in regards to 
rap, all the time all the time rap. I never knew about... I know people gonna hate me 
when they hear this... I've heard of like the songs on the radio on films, but never 
heard Queen like properly. I know, I know it's mad. I'm sorry. But Bon Jovi. I didn't 
know about like that. Wham. I didn't know like, I didn't know any of these old songs in 
a way and then Backstreet Boys, I know. I didn't know Backstreet Boys, but when it 
comes on now, I'm going to start singing, because like it's something new,  
something I've been been opened to, but I wanted to say that before. 



Academic Support  15:19   
Well, that says more about generational, because they're quite kind of... their 80s 
and 90s artists. That more sounds generational then kind of the cultural aspect as 
well. 

Hussein  15:29   
I just like... if it's either good beat, good sing along, but my appreciation in regards to 
word play. 

Academic Support  15:37   
Has University done that to you? I mean has it done that for you in terms of opening 
up your kind of response in different musics?  

Hussein  15:43   
Yes, hundred percent, that's another reason why it is ...like when I came to university 
I was so restricted, like my own echo chamber. This is my music, this is my way of 
living, anything like that. When I opened up to everything else. So, for example, now 
I'm starting to listen to Korean hip hop. I never used to listen to it before. I'm not 
going to say I'm like a fanboy or songs I will listen to religiously or something like 
that. But like our enjoy it, but yeah. 

Academic Support  16:07   
Brilliant. Well, we're out of time, but you know... 

Hussein  16:11   
I was enjoying this. 

Academic Support  16:13   
We were just getting warmed up weren't we? 

Hussein  16:14   
We were getting warmed up, yeah. 

Academic Support  16:15 
Brilliant 

Hussein  16:15 
Just enjoy UAL, enjoy like the prospect of coming to UAL. And when you come to 
UAL enjoy that even more, and then when you go to the next year, enjoy that and 
more and more. But, yeah. 

Academic Support  16:25   
Brilliant, thank you. Thank you real pleasure. 

Hussein  16:28   
Take care. Thanks. 




