
Shupin  0:01   
So, my name is Shupin Liu and I come from China. Em, before the course start, I 
made some friends in freshers' week. It was a great opportunity for you to know cool 
people. But, em once the course starts, like, everyone's busy with their own things, 
so you don't really have an opportunity to collaborate together. And I think there's not 
much project like ...like between course and courses. So, it's a bit disappointing...I'm 
a bit disappointed about that obviously.  

Shupin  0:44   
Well, for me, I works learning more theory than practical thing. So, I always imagined 
I could really do something, like design something that could come true... and like 
really make it myself. But yeah, for now, I haven't make something... like a real 
object, a real event. But I did some workshop with people, so it was great. And now 
we are really doing things and think about the design more practically. That's great. 
And I hope to do that more. I really wish I could learn more about like... famous artist, 
famous designers, that are still doing design now. Because I came from China and 
the people I know are different from the people they know here. So, sometimes when 
we have conversations it's like, eh, who are you talking about? Who's that? Who's 
that? Also, when we are just catching up with each other about daily stuff...when 
they are talking about some like actors, or, you know, singers.. I might know the 
Chinese name but I'm not familiar with their English name, so, yeah, I wish I could 
learn more about that before I came here.  

Shupin  2:17   
Tip number two... well, it's about how do you think? Like, how do you learn things? 
Because here it's more like you are learning by the process for doing the project. 
And you have to learn by yourself, 'oh, what did I do? How can I do to improve that?' 
And you really need to learn how to reflect yourself, reflect things you have done. In 
China, we are basically led by rote. So, our professor will tell us some things and we 
just learn it and 'Okay, I learned'. That's good.' But here, it's like ... we have 
lectures... but if you want to really do something special and fabulous, you have to 
think by yourself, like to do experiments, try different possibilities. And the most.. the 
biggest change I can think about myself is, I think this is not just about the course, or 
CSM, it is about living here in London, it makes me more open to different things. 
And every time I see something, I would not just say my first impression, I will think 
about why this thing happened and what ... what's the hidden truth behind it? So, I 
would question things all the time. I think that's the thing I changed a lot. It's not 
about what you've been told. It's more like how do you think?  

Shupin  4:22   
For me now, we document everything happening today about the project. And then, 
in the weekend, you will think about it secondly. And the next week, you got back to 
that day and think about what do you think about that today? Like... it's like you 
recycle. You go back again and again, again. Like one day, you will feel totally 
different with what you thought before. So, I think that's not the thing you can only 
learn or start to learn here.  

Academic Support  5:05   
Can you think of a way that somebody could try to learn that before coming? What 
would you recommend they did?  



Shupin  5:12   
Well, just write the journey. And, for example, you write it today and tomorrow, you 
go back to read your journey and then you write down how do you think about your 
journey? And then the third day, you went back today, and you read the day and the 
other day you think about today and then you write how to think about the last day 
you reflect about today?  

Academic Support  5:38   
Can you think of an example that might be useful? 

Shupin  5:42   
When we were doing the project...well, I'm working on the project about the luxury 
dinner experience, based on the fine art work. And at first I was thinking about using 
the exhibition as the fine art I based on. And I thought it has the story I want. And 
then I decide that exhibition was destroyed by Nazis, so, I think that matches my 
point with ...well, yeah, the dinner it's related to a champagne brand. So, I thought 
okay, there's two stories matches with each other. And then,... like a few days later, I 
was struggling with this idea. So I go back to like, when I was reading my journal, I 
was like, Okay, why do you think the fire in the World War 2 matches the brand's 
reputation? And if this two story matches, then what's the future of the exhibition? 
And what's the future of the brand? So, I start to thinking about this. And I realised 
there's no future of the exhibition. But the brand has a future, we need to address 
that. So the exhibition doesn't really match with my project anymore. Yeah.  

Academic Support  7:26   
Okay, what about another tip? 

Shupin  7:29   
I don't know if my tip is more for Asian student. But I think it's important to stress your 
idea when you are to a group meeting and brainstorming, you have to speak out, 
what are you thinking? You don't need to hesitate about yourself? Am I thinking it 
properly? Or did I have a strong reason for saying that, you just say it and people will 
discuss with it. And you'll find out if your idea is good or not. If you just thinking 
about, oh I want to make my idea more strong and reasonable, then I will show to 
others that is it... they will not waiting for you to like develop your ideas and share 
with others. You just throw up with an idea and we will develop it together. Because 
in my course all the project are group project. So, we work together. I did say my 
ideas but I didn't really fight for it. Because I thought others  ....well, when others 
are talking about the ideas, they seem so confident like they know what they're 
doing. I was like 'okay, okay, it seems like that's a really good idea, okay, let's do 
that'. But then at the end of the day, after the project, we are talking about how did 
we do it and how do you think each other's work...how do you think the collaborating 
together? And my classmates, one of my classmates was saying that you really had 
good ideas, but why didn't you insist on it? And I was like, 'oh, really'? And, well, this 
term, I tried to like fight for my ideas. And I will say that I really like this ideas. I think 
they could work. And if you don't agree, let's say why you don't agree, and how can 
we develop it better? So it's really works. Even though at the end, maybe we are not 
using my idea, but I know that, okay, we really have a great... a better idea then 
mine. Yeah, I think I do develop a lot.  



Shupin  10:06   
Well, this might not be a tip, but this is the problem I want to fix that myself. So, as 
you said, there are lots of different facilities here to support you...your project ..your 
design. But I am afraid me using it. I don't know what happened with me. Like, this 
is is my right to use this studios, workshops and the knowledge of the staffs. But I'm  
I am just I'm kind of afraid to try new things. I think that's really bad thing for me. So, 
like I said before, just try different possibilities to try new things. But I don't know if I 
have the right to say that because I haven't done this yet. 

Academic Support  10:57 
Why are you afraid? 

Shupin  11:01   
I think yeah. So, for example, the old workshop, I've been there before and I tried 
that. It turns out very well, like they are really willing to help you. Before that, I was... 
like I was waiting for the opportunity to use that workshop, I was not creating the 
opportunity for myself. So, the reason why I went to that workshop was because we 
were going to create a workshop for some people living in the council estate. So, we 
have to build something like a shelf, but only for the workshop use. And we were 
thinking, why not, we just use the workshop we have, to build a shelf for ourself? 
And then I just did it. It was exciting. So I guess I have to create some opportunities 
for myself to use it and not just wait.  

Shupin  12:14   
I'm a little bit like... I don't want to go to the Academic Support to show that oh, I 
really need help for my academic thing. I'd rather learn by myself when nobody can 
see me. I went to one, I went to one academic writing, because I think I really need 
help with academic writing, because I haven't write any academic English at all. And 
I think it might be helpful for me to just go to that class, then sit in my room figure out 
myself. So, I went to that class and it turns out there's lots of people from European 
countries going to those kind of sessions. So, it's not really embarrassing thing. Like, 
think about it, you literally paid for that. And why not just using it? 

Academic Support  13:15 
Was it useful? 

Shupin  13:16   
Yeah, is really useful. Like he didn't only talk about the academic writing but also 
how do you do the research how to do right reference. So it was really useful. Yeah. 




