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Elise 0:00 
Hi, I'm Elise Walbridge. I'm a... well I just graduated from Wimbledon College of Art 
studying Fine Art painting. I do a lot of painting in acrylic and I draw a lot in coloured 
pencil and it's mostly portraiture and figurative art. Kate? 

Katie 0:16 
My name is Katie Granville. I mostly make.. I'm on the same course as Elise, 
which is BA Fine Art painting at Wimbledon. Well, we've just finished but I mostly 
make film and video and performance work. 

Elise 0:33 
So it's been obviously very strange past few months. With the lockdown...we live in a 
house of five painters. Well, five people on the painting course. And so it's been nice to be 
able to finish up the degree with other people on the degree but obviously, it's been so 
different from, you know, our second year or even the beginning of our third year. When 
the lockdown began, we were just finishing up some really big fundraising events. And 
we'd just been on a painting trip to Lisbon. Just working.. at home, which has been very, 
very different. 

Katie 1:13 
Yeah, it's been it's been hard to finish our degree from our houses because we're, I 
mean, we never expected we'd ever have to do that. And, like the importance of the 
studio can't be stressed enough. Yeah, luckily, we're living in a house together. And I 
know it must be so much harder for people who are living on their own and like, yeah.. 
Certain people in our courses have not only finished a degree from their house, but 
they've done it with completely ...like solitary lifestyles at the moment and like, yeah, I 
think we've done really well bearing in mind. 

Academic Support 1:49 
Can you talk a bit about that? Has it been what's it like working online, doing and 
explaining communicating online? 

Katie 1:58 
I mean, I just don't like it...whatsoever, really. We've only done it out of necessity. I don't 
think that this is some kind of new fantastic way that we can work. This is a last resort of 
how we can possibly continue to, like, maintain our community in the only way we can 
right now which is online. 
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Elise 2:18 
Yeah, I totally agree. I feel like the online teaching as a way of preserving the community 
when it kind of feels like the last couple of months should be a kind of really intense and 
celebratory time, where now it's, it's a little bit difficult to try and preserve that 
specialness of that time. Wow, you know, you can't hug anybody or, or see anybody 
really, face to face. So that's been really tough, but I do appreciate the online teaching 
for you know... I feel like if university had just stopped, I think that would have been 
really, really difficult for me. So I'm glad that we are doing the online teaching, even if it is 
sad to not have those last couple of really special months. 

Katie 3:05 
Yeah, I really appreciate how resourceful our teachers have been in making sure 
that we still have the personal relationship that we've built up over the last three 
years. And they've really tried to maintain that, but it isn't the same and we all know 
that. And they know that we missed them. And we know that we missed them like a 
lot. Yeah, it's very sad. Oh, I feel emotional. 

Elise 3:30 
I will say, to try to try and bring it back to a maybe slightly more happy note. Like there's 
been communities popping up online that have been super helpful and understanding of 
the situation and want to help us, you know, gain exposure for our work. Yeah, like Sad 
Grads, 2020 on Instagram or the social distance project on Instagram. I got to be 
interviewed on the Art Prof YouTube channel stuff like that, where they're like, 'oh, we 
understand you're missing out on so much 
would you like to come in, you know, do an alternative or like a different kind of exposure 
for your work?' Because, you know, we're missing a lot of that since we don't have a 
degree show. 

Katie 4:12 
For the last few years, me and two fellow painters have been putting on performance 

events, they happen in our, in our lecture theatre. And like we had one booked, it was 

very sad that obviously it wasn't going to go ahead because, you know, uni had closed. 

But we did it online through Instagram Live instead. And lots of people still were able to 

come and all the artists that we had invited to like in the open call to show their work, 

got to show their work through there. 

Elise 4:41 
The nice thing about those variety nights as well, is that like, we live with the two other 
organisers as well. So, it became almost like a site of curation for them and like the 
tutors get involved and it's like a super fun environment for everyone. I think... I think I 
know the tutors were quite emotional. Yeah. Which was really sweet and lovely. 



Katie 5:06 
The live stream has been posted into parts on the WCA Instagram page so people can 
go and watch it there. Yeah @ WCA painting. 

Academic Support 5:17 
Could you then argue that although clearly it's not the same and clearly you feel 
strongly about what you've missed, things have come out of it that perhaps wouldn't 
have done in the same way had this not have happened. 

Elsie 5:31 
I do feel like there's like those alternatives that have popped up that have created like 
almost a different kind of community. I've never met a lot of the people who are now like 
I'm chatting with online or on Instagram. It's a different kind of community. And I think 
there is like a certain sense of like, 'we want to help you because you've missed out on 
this stuff'. I will say that... but it is like ...obviously it's not....it's an alternative. It's not a 
replacement, 

Katie 5:57 Like this the sort of Dean of students at Wimbledon has really ... and all our 
course leaders have really stressed that we are going to have an online showcase for 
that for our degree show. They're also going to give us a physical show so there's that 
we are going to have that and they have continued to, like, reassure us that we're going 
to have time in the workshops to make the work that's going to go in there. It has... all of 
it comes with this, like where we're aiming for we are trying to get you four weeks in the 
studio. I am concerned that it's going to be like, Oh, we did try our best but this is what 
we've come up with...and maybe it's two weeks or even two and a half weeks. I'm going 
to find it very hard to be like, 'thank you so much for fighting for that for us' because I 
really think that we... I feel very entitled to my time and very, like, robbed of it at this 
point. It's ...it's quite, it's quite an emotional thing. 

Academic Support 6:58 
How was it at the beginning when suddenly lockdown was there and you realise that 
for the foreseeable future you wouldn't be able to go to London? How did you as a 
group cope, what happened? 

Elise 7:09 
I remember the beginning of lockdown I was like, oh this will last like a month yeah, and 
then like oh start reading fiction again. Oh, go running and learn Spanish, skateboarding. 
Yeah it was very much like... to begin with it was really nice to have obviously you guys 
around me like all the housemates and it to be a kind of...you know, there was bad days 
but you, you were able to like, talk about it and just be like, feel really uncertain, but know 
that you had like people around you who were supporting you. 



Katie 7:46 
At that point during the four weeks of Easter holidays that we had where we were in 
lockdown. I mean, that's at a point where we all still had one more lot of student loan to 
come, as well. So that was very comforting. That four weeks really felt like some kind of 
anti-capitalist artists' commune where we weren't so ...like now I'm concerned about 
money in those four weeks. I definitely wasn't. 

Elise 8:17 

We had a private view for the second year's work. And I know, some of the 
students there were... we were all talking in the little chat. And it was saying like, 
'Oh, it's like 1.30am here', like everyone had kind of come together to see their 
work. And I think they were really grateful. And it was just, yeah, it was a really 
nice moment, even though it was kind of bittersweet. 

Katie 8:41 
It was the middle of the night for Henri who's in Indonesia. So he had to attend his PV at 
like some wee hour... 

Elsie 8:54 
I went to a ...well I went to a zoom lecture, from a course leader who is at the Royal 
College of Art and she was talking about online teachings and how it can be kind of risky 
because if you're listening to recorded lectures, then there's no, like...lecturers are 
worried about losing their job because they can be recorded. And it was just really... and 
obviously, there's the value in a lot of lectures as well comes from like the student, other 
students asking questions and you hearing that. And it's just... or the discussion 
afterwards that you have with your peers. And so that's kind of a difficult one to navigate. 
Obviously, there's no like right answer at the moment. 

Katie 9:40 
I would not be surprised if they sort of had a substitute online lecture that they then used 
again and again for years to come which I don't think is beneficial to the lecturers or the 
students but I would in a cynical way argue that that is not the priority of UAL, in many 
cases anyway, so.. yeah. So maybe that's the way that they will go. I would be like, I'd 
be very happy and surprised if they didn't? 

Academic Support 10:15 
So what would you say to somebody... I mean, assuming that this is an issue for 
universities around the world, and assuming that there are real benefits for students to 
travel abroad, particularly to London, to be in a different environment and an environment 
which is a lot of different opportunities to be involved in art projects. What would you say 
to somebody thinking of applying to UAL in the knowledge that there might be a 
combination of online and offline units within one course? 



Elsie 10:40 
I would say if you're applying for UAL, do consider what college you want to apply for 
because I feel really lucky that I went to Wimbledon that has this great sense of 
community and this kind of closeness and familiarity with each other. 

Katie 10.57 
I really wouldn't know what I would do right now. I have a friend whose younger sister is 
...well was planning to go to uni as of September and like all the whole course that she 
was planning to do in Manchester has now moved online, at least for the first ...well, the 
majority of the first year...I just don't know, I feel like I would hold off. But that's just me. 
And I know, that is not an option for everyone. People's parents can't necessarily have 
them living in the house, you know, I would probably hold off because I do prioritise, 
face to face contact...And I mean, I would be in my parents’ house, doing my lectures 
online would just I'd feel very lonely, I think. 

Elise 11:45 
One of the great things about UAL is it's in London. Like, I know, I wouldn't want to stay 
at my parents’ house and be doing lectures online. Like the sense of community here is 
super important to you. Like if I'd gone home, it would have been...it would have been 
awful, as much as I love being home. 

Academic Support 12:14 
I think the idea isn't for students to be where they are for the whole course. But it 
might be, because of social distancing, that certain units are online, which allows 
other units to be in the college. You'd be in London, but you wouldn't necessarily be 
at the university all the time. 

Katie 12:27 
You're paying the same amount of money for less access. How does that make sense? 
Like even if some units still happen in the uni and some happen at home. Right now, 
what we experienced was the freedom to walk in and out of the... in and out of those 
workshops when we pretty much when we wanted. Like they're not going to have that 
so why should they pay the same as what we paid? 

Elsie 12:48 
It is, ...I think the value of being able to, to discuss and for people to get close to your 
work is really, really important. And so obviously, for safety, some courses might need to 
be online. Yeah, like, for me, I know I've always kind of been in like a rush to get to the 
next stage, like coming straight out of high school to come to university and I don't think I 
would change that. Because I have loved my three years here, even if they were like, 
tough like ... it's been a challenge...each year has been a challenge and more interesting 
for me, I think because I've been kind of in a rush to do everything. 

Academic Support 13:25 
And do you think, how do you think you've changed as a result of this experience? 



Katie 14:10 
We've started running. Elise and I have both started running. We started doing the 
couch to 5k, which we completed quite a few weeks ago. And now Elise ran 10k the 
other day and I'm like catching up. I took a ...I took a break approaching the hand-in 
because it was just a bit much but where we're aiming to do maybe a half marathon at 
some point. So, that's definitely a change. We're both reading fiction for the first time 
in ages, which is really... I just I feel like the pace of life has changed. I'm reading the 
Left Hand of Darkness by Ursula Le Guinn which I recommend to everyone. It's a 
really cool feminist sci-fi book. 

Elsie 14:15 
I read Stoner by John Williams. Very sad, classic...Yeah, I think there's a certain amount 
of resilience coming out of this like, I feel like maybe I'll empathise with people a little 
more, 

Academic Support 14:27 
Is there, anything else that you think would be important for potential students or 
potential recruits, for them to think about. 

Katie 14:35 
My applications to university... I applied to a lot of universities I then decided I didn't want 
to go to. And that led to me taking a year out. And it wasn't actually ideal but I think it was 
really important to me. And then, after that, I had a lot of time to think about exactly what I 
wanted to do and really start to look forward to it ,a lot. So I understand the route of like 
you want to get ...you want to get into uni and get out quickly. But there is there is 
sometimes good in holding off especially if you think you're holding off for something 
that's going to be it's like superior quality. Like I wasn't majorly rushed and I also 
understand that it's a different situation... Where during that year out, I worked as a 
waitress and saved money and travelled, that is not necessarily going to be an option, 
seeing as we're heading for a pretty massive recession and record unemployment. So... 
the unis aren't like, well practised in handling this. So you're going to be a sort of test 
group of them figuring out how it works. 

Elsie 15:47 
It's a learning experience for everyone. So that's kind of something you need to think about 
...that you will be..there'll be moments of like...they don't know what to do, just as much as 
you don't know what to do, which is just something to think about. 

Katie 16:00 
So we...instead of being able to leave our research journals on our desks for our 
assessment, like our final hand ...that wasn't, that obviously can't happen because we're 
not in the studios. So we had to present them over video call. And during that final 
presentation, that was like the last thing to hand in for the degree, both of the tutors who I 
was presenting to, both of their wifi's went down. 



So, for an hour and a half... I had already like kind of started my presentation... then 
their wifi went down... then I had to wait an hour and a half for them to get back online. 
And that was like a really tense period of time, obviously because I'm heading towards 
doing the final... final hurdle of my degree and then you end up waiting. Anyway, their 
wifi went down and it was really stressful. So, there's definitely going to be teething 
problems for the year to come. But you can be...yeah, you can be creative with ways 
around it. 

Academic Support 17:02 
What about your futures? What do you how do you feel about things 

Elsie 17:46 
There's... I mean, leaving University is already such an like... such an uncertain time for 
most people. And on top of that, it's all just like very, very up in the air, which is very 
scary. And I think like being asked, what's next? is kind of ... the best thing I can say is 
like, I don't really know...so what's next is, I would love to, you know, like, be a full time 
artist and be able to live in London and have all my supplies and not worry about it. But 
that is just feasibly not an option at the moment. And I'm gonna have to figure out a way 
to see if I can stay in London and see if I can keep my practice up. My goal is to make 
sure my practice keeps going, no matter what happens. Yeah. What's next for you? 

Katie 18:00 
So I had plans. I was going to work on a boat in France, like a sort of luxury tour boat and 
save a lot of money and it's something I've wanted to do for a long time. I have like family 
that have done it and then having saved that money, I was going to buy a car and move 
to Manchester. But like all of that has kind of not happened. So we're having to redraw 
the year plan ahead... which is okay, because I can still do it whenever this is over. But 
yeah, things have definitely been on pause and been rearranged. And since we've just 
literally handed in, I mean, Elise handed in two days ago, I handed in three days ago for 
our final part of our degree. We've only had that much time to sort of sleep and watch 
Real Housewives of Beverly Hills to sort of recuperate. And now it is, yeah, probably time 
to start applying to jobs that we don't really want. 

Elsie 18:53 
We got our first council tax bill, which was ... 

Katie 19:00 
Yeah! We're not students anymore. So we're paying Council Tax. 

Elise 19:03 
...but we can't get a job. Help! 

Academic Support 19:10 
You know what, I'd love to do, in fact I'm going to do it and that is I'm going to interview 
you two in a year's time. 



Elise 19:16 
Yeah. That would be so exciting. I'd love to see how much changes within a year again 
because when you said it was a year ago since we were last be, it like its a year ago? 
But that just seemed like such a long, like, my priorities were just totally different as well. 
And like, yeah, that's, it's crazy that that was a year ago. And now ...I would love to do it 
in a year, they'll be so excited. 

Academic Support 19:38 
OK let's make a commitment that we will speak again in a year. 

Katie 19:43 
Hopefully by that point, like we have caught up on the things that have been delayed. 
And we are less cynical. You know, actually, no one ...no one in the house that we live 
in is actually lost anyone close to them, which I just I think is amazing. 

Elise 20:41 
Yeah, no one in our house has lost anybody really close to them. So we're very we're very, 
very lucky. 

Academic Support 20:49 
Brilliant. 




