
A groundbreaking exhibition exploring the
relationship between racial justice and climate justice 

by Do The Green Thing



1. A groundbreaking exhibition



In November, COP26 will see leaders from around the world coming 
together to establish consensus and goals to secure a positive climate 
future - 'uniting the world to tackle climate change'. 
 
But the climate crisis continues to divide. Climate change worsens societal 
inequalities already shaped by racism. It is Black people, Indigenous 
people and people of colour who disproportionately experience the impact 
of climate change, including floods, lack of potable water, extreme weather, 
air pollution and poverty. It is the countries that cause the least emissions 
that suffer the most. 

Responding to a Do The Green Thing opinion piece by journalist-activist of 
colour Minnie Rahman, and launching November 1st for COP26, The Colour 
of the Climate Crisis is groundbreaking exhibition by Black artists and artists 
of  colour that explores the relationship between race and the climate crisis.

“The climate crisis is racist because it exists in a system that is racist. Across 
the world, white people are more protected, secure and safe from the 
life-threatening impacts of a changing environment.”

Black voices and voices of 
colour must be heard

https://dothegreenthing.com/issue/the-colour-of-the-climate-crisis/


● The exhibition is for self-identified Black artists and artists of colour

● We are only approaching partners (site, environmental artists, marketing, PR) 
who have Black people or people of colour in key working team positions

● Do The Green Thing’s founder is a person of colour and the team is diverse 

● We are engaging a project manager of colour and three Black creatives and 
creatives of colour in residence to support the exhibition

● The exhibition is a response to a thought piece written by Minnie Rahman, a 
journalist-activist of colour

● The exhibition’s visual identity has been created by a Black designer, Gideon 
Kudjoe

● We are making provisions to ensure the exhibition is fully accessible

An exhibition by Black people 
and people of colour



Artists confirmed so far



Phase 1
An online exhibition for COP26
+ activation in Glasgow
November 1-12

Three phases

Phase 2
A gallery exhibition in London
+ workshop series
Spring 2022

Phase 3
A gallery exhibition in NY
+ workshop series
Autumn 2022



● The artists’ statements will be translated into a call to policymakers at 
COP

● As well as the online exhibition for COP26, we will engage an 
environmental artist group to display the exhibition in Glasgow

● The exhibition will be promoted on the artists’ personal and 
organisational feeds (currently totalling 7.7 million Instagram 
followers)

● It will also be promoted by our network of climate allies (currently 
totalling 2.2 million Instagram followers)

● Two of the exhibition places will be given to internal competitions at 
University of Arts London and D&AD Shift, activating their followers

● The exhibition will be supported by coverage and content from 
publications - we are currently talking to It’s Nice That and Skin Deep 
(currently totally 868.2k Instagram followers)

Designed for impact



2. Submitting to the exhibition



● Submit ONE new or relevant existing work in any media
● 12 Artists will be selected for Phase 1 of the exhibition, to be hosted online during 

COP26 (Nov 1-12)
● 8 more artworks will be chosen for the London and New York gallery exhibitions in 2022
● Do The Green Thing will compensate every exhibited artist with a stipend of £500

You can: 

● Respond to one of the six creative starting points detailed in the brief (pg.12-13)
● Respond to research provided in the annex (pg.14-19)
● Respond from any other angle that interests you

An invitation to submit

https://www.arts.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/310475/The-Colour-of-the-Climate-Crisis-UAL-artist-ask.pdf
https://www.arts.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/310475/The-Colour-of-the-Climate-Crisis-UAL-artist-ask.pdf


Please email your digital submission to climatenetwork@arts.ac.uk by Sun 3 Oct, 5pm GMT.

Before submitting: Read the full submission details [PDF 2833 KB]
When submitting your work, please include: 

● Your name
● Course and College
● ONE digital high-resolution file (16-bit TIFF or JPEG, RGB, 300 dpi) of the artwork via 

WeTransfer / Google Drive or Dropbox)
● Title of work, media, format 
● Statement (max 300 words)
● Bio / CV (max 300 words)
● links to online presence

*If your work is physical and needs digitising, please contact us to arrange photography or 
filming before 24 Sep 2021 (5pm GMT) 

How to submit

https://www.arts.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/310475/The-Colour-of-the-Climate-Crisis-UAL-artist-ask.pdf


Key dates
7th September (Tuesday) Pre-exhibition information requested  and contracts shared

14th September (Tuesday) Pre-exhibition information confirmed and contracts signed

24th September (Friday) Contracts finalised

24th September  (Friday) Deadline to request photography or filming support

28th September (Tuesday) 1st round of payment to be made 

5th October (Tuesday) All artworks to be submitted digitally

8th October (Friday) All artist bios and statements signed off for exhibition

11th October (Monday) Artwork photography and filming opens

15th October (Friday) Artwork photography and filming closed

29th October (Friday) Exhibition launch

7th November (Sunday) Exhibition closes

15th November (Monday) 2nd round of payment to be made



Creative start points

Bearing the brunt

Your work could explore racial 
injustice (and the right to 
breathe), and why those most 
impacted by the climate crisis 
are the people who suffer most 
from C19, air pollution and 
police violence

 

Global North v Global South

Your work could explore how 
the impacts of climate change 
are racist, and how Black 
people and people of colour in 
poorer countries take the hit for 
a crisis they didn’t cause

Climate refugees

Your work could explore the 
fate of the millions of refugees 
of the future, fleeing hunger, 
extreme weather and lost 
livelihoods



Creative start points, continued

White privilege and power

Your work could explore how 
colonialism links with the 
climate crisis of today, and how 
the wealthy can escape even 
though they caused the 
problems

 

Green voices

Your work could explore the  
Black voices and voices of 
colour at the centre of the fight 
against the climate crisis and 
racial discrimination 

A hopeful future

Your work could explore a more 
hopeful future in which nature 
is a human right whatever your 
colour - and in which racism 
has no place



Economists expect developing countries to ‘disproportionately 
experience’ the negative effects of global warming. 
Sub-Saharan Africa and South and South East Asia are ‘highly 
vulnerable’ to food insecurity, drought and more frequent 
extreme weather. 

An IPCC report found people relying on climate sensitive 
livelihoods will struggle to produce exports to support their 
economies. 
 
Which means climate refugees like never before. Tens of 
millions of people will be forced from their homes in the next 
decade, warns the Environmental Justice Foundation (EJF).

Explore where risk and responsibility lie with this interactive 
carbon map.

More info on how Black people and PoC suffer disproportionately 
Climate scientist/journalist Eric Holthaus spells it out:  The 
climate crisis is racist. The answer is anti-racism. 

In our unequal system here in the ‘wealthier’ Global North, 
studies show Black people and people of colour are:
● More likely to breathe polluted air (fatal for Ella 

Adoo-Kissi-Debrah)
● More likely to be exposed to toxic chemicals
● More likely to suffer pregnancy risks due to 

environmental problems like ‘heat islands’
● More likely to be at risk from severe weather:  

Hurricane Katrina or Irma

It’s the same deprived communities who are most impacted 
by COVID-19 and police violence, with the right to breathe a 
common thread.

In the Global South too, with its warmer, poorer countries, it’s 
the the Black and PoC countries that struggle with toxic life - 
in Nigeria, for example, thanks to oil extraction - or face the 
threat of the climate change, as the Global Climate Risk Index 
shows.

https://www.schroders.com/en/ch/asset-management/insights/economics/climate-change-and-the-global-economy-regional-effects/
https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/nov/02/climate-change-will-create-worlds-biggest-refugee-crisis
https://www.carbonmap.org
https://thecorrespondent.com/496/the-climate-crisis-is-racist-the-answer-is-anti-racism/65663772944-cc6110b0
https://thecorrespondent.com/496/the-climate-crisis-is-racist-the-answer-is-anti-racism/65663772944-cc6110b0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-48373540
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-55330945
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-55330945
https://earther.gizmodo.com/pollution-is-racial-violence-1843905861?utm_medium=sharefromsite&utm_source=earther_twitter
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/18/climate/climate-change-pregnancy-study.html
https://www.demos.org/blog/years-after-katrina-black-poor-remains-high-risk
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/sep/09/hurricane-irma-miami-florida-two-cities
https://www.vogue.com/article/why-every-environmentalist-should-be-anti-racist?utm_social-type=owned&mbid=social_twitter&utm_source=twitter&utm_brand=vogue&utm_medium=social
https://www.nhsconfed.org/resources/2020/04/the-impact-of-covid19-on-bme-communities-and-staff
https://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/Race%20and%20Policing%20v5.pdf
https://www.climateone.org/audio/real-talk-racism-and-climate
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/08/06/climate/climate-change-inequality-heat.htm
https://germanwatch.org/sites/germanwatch.org/files/Global%20Climate%20Risk%20Index%202021_1.pdf


exploitation. Climate crisis is a racist crisis, where white 
people suffer less and have the freedom of movement denied 
to PoC. Their twitter video exposes the injustices.

Factor in global debt also rooted in colonialism –  and poorer 
countries could be prevented from investing in the 
infrastructure required to protect their citizens and economies 
from the effects of climate change. 

Open Democracy’s report says to fix the climate crisis, we 
must face up to our imperial past. “Ecocide came hand in 
hand with ethnocide” - argues historian Richard Drayton.  

This UN human rights report talks of climate apartheid where 
the rich pay to escape heat and hunger while the rest suffer. 
Environmental justice groups like Indigenous Environmental 
Network, Global Grassroots Justice Alliance, and the Climate 
Justice Alliance reveal how privilege protects. 

Meanwhile, polling reveals Brits don’t realise the 
disproportionate impact on Black and brown people. A third 
believed whites are more affected by the negative effects of 
climate change.

More info on the role of white supremacy
“But climate change is a man-made problem. If I can be real, 
it is a White-man-made problem.” (US climate justice writer 
Mary Annaïse Heglar)

Many sources show the climate crisis is largely caused by a 
wealthy (white) minority. 

An Oxfam report found the richest 1% of the world’s 
population cause twice as much carbon dioxide as the poorest 
50%, the 3.5 billion people – who live in countries most 
vulnerable to climate change, facing a crisis they didn’t cause.

This study says just 100 companies caused more than 70% of 
the world’s greenhouse gas emissions. The Climate 
Accountability Institute accuses fossil fuel companies of 
having produced and marketed carbon fuels to billions with 
the knowledge their use as intended will worsen the climate 
crisis.

Black Lives Matter UK protested at London City Airport (2016) 
stressing how climate change problems originate from the rich 
and powerful, sending shockwaves to the least resilient, 
linking this with the history of colonialism and resource 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/sep/14/africa-us-haiti-climate-change-black-lives-matter
https://twitter.com/ukblm/status/773058142133518336/video/1
https://jubileedebt.org.uk/countries-in-crisis/ghana-debt-crisis-rooted-colonialism
https://imperialcollegelondon.app.box.com/s/4q730haovdfcepkq1s2u5d6cf1cc85kr
https://imperialcollegelondon.app.box.com/s/4q730haovdfcepkq1s2u5d6cf1cc85kr
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/opendemocracyuk/to-fix-climate-crisis-we-must-acknowledge-our-imperial-past/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jun/25/climate-apartheid-united-nations-expert-says-human-rights-may-not-survive-crisis
http://www.ienearth.org/
http://www.ienearth.org/
http://ggjalliance.org/
http://www.ourpowercampaign.org/
http://www.ourpowercampaign.org/
https://www.energylivenews.com/2020/07/03/brits-are-largely-unaware-climate-change-disproportionately-impacts-black-and-brown-people/
https://zora.medium.com/climate-change-isnt-racist-people-are-c586b9380965
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/sep/21/worlds-richest-1-cause-double-co2-emissions-of-poorest-50-says-oxfam
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/sep/21/worlds-richest-1-cause-double-co2-emissions-of-poorest-50-says-oxfam
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/sep/21/worlds-richest-1-cause-double-co2-emissions-of-poorest-50-says-oxfam
https://b8f65cb373b1b7b15feb-c70d8ead6ced550b4d987d7c03fcdd1d.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/cms/reports/documents/000/002/327/original/Carbon-Majors-Report-2017.pdf?1499691240
https://climateaccountability.org
https://climateaccountability.org
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/sep/06/black-lives-matter-protesters-occupy-london-city-airport-runway


More info on Black and other voices of colour in the conversation
Black people and people of colour are agents of change and 
see the bigger picture - "Fighting climate change is about 
more than emissions and metrics — it’s about fighting for a 
just world for everyone.”

In 2020, African-American marine biologist Ayana Elizabeth 
Johnson wrote a deeply personal essay for The Washington 
Post:"I'm a Black climate expert. Racism derails our efforts to 
save the planet" urging environmentalists to connect the dots.

Elias Yassin, a UK-based Black activist formerly with XR, voices 
the challenges of being a climate activist of colour in an 
overwhelmingly white climate movement.

Intersectional Environmentalism, an inclusive 
environmentalism that advocates for both the protection of 
people and the planet, is growing. Polling in the US showed 
36% of Black people were open to the idea of joining a climate 
campaign pushing for political changes (only 22% of whites 
were).

But voices must be louder (and heard): When Christian Cooper 
can’t go birdwatching in Central Park, 'you’re an endangered 
species' by being Black or being a person of colour in green 
spaces and access to nature isn’t a human right. Yet. 

https://www.teenvogue.com/story/activists-explain-why-migrant-justice-is-climate-justice
https://www.ayanaelizabeth.com/
https://www.ayanaelizabeth.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2020/06/03/im-black-climate-scientist-racism-derails-our-efforts-save-planet/
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1063539801
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/blm-and-the-struggle-to-centre-racial-justice-in-the-climate-movement
https://www.cusp.ac.uk/themes/p/xr-study/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CAvaxdRJRxu/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.vice.com/en/article/akz3vz/why-defunding-the-police-is-also-an-environmental-issue
https://www.washingtonpost.com/arts-entertainment/2020/06/23/christian-cooper-central-park-birder-comics/
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2020/may/31/being-black-while-in-nature-youre-an-endangered-species
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2020/may/31/being-black-while-in-nature-youre-an-endangered-species
https://www.natureisahumanright.earth/about


3. About Do The Green Thing



Do The Green Thing  is an environmental social initiative that uses creativity to 
combat the climate crisis.

Founded in 2007, Do The Green Thing has spent the last 14 years working 
with a global community of renowned and emerging creative talent to make 
provocations, campaigns and tools that have inspired more than 80 million 
people to live more sustainably.

Together with our creative collaborators, we remagine life to inspire individual 
action, societal action and systemic change for a climate-positive future. 

About Do The Green Thing





Thank you


