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MA Performance: Writing 
Awarding Body University of the Arts London 

College Central Saint Martins 

Programme Performance (L035) 

Course AOS Code CSMMAWRIX02 

FHEQ Level Level 7 Masters 

Course Credits 180 

Mode Extended Full Time 

Duration of Course 2 years 

Teaching Weeks 60 weeks 

Valid From 2022/23 

QAA Subject 
Benchmark Dance, drama and performance  

Collaboration N/A  

UAL Subject 
Classification Performance and design for theatre and screen  

HECoS Code 100069 - Drama 

UCAS Code N/A  

PSRB N/A  

Work placement 
offered No  

Course Entry 
Requirements 

The standard entry requirements for this course are as 
follows: 

• An honours degree  
• Or an equivalent EU/international qualification. 

APPROVED 
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Who we are looking for:  

We are looking for applicants with a background or 
demonstrable interest in scriptwriting for live 
performance, theatre, film, television, audio and 
digital media; writers who are interested in exploring time-
based-narrative, as well as non-narrative dramaturgy. 
Writers who want to develop their voice alongside their 
craft.   

AP(E)L – Accreditation of Prior (Experiential) 
Learning 

Exceptionally applicants who do not meet these course 
entry requirements may still be considered. The course 
team will consider each application that demonstrates 
additional strengths and alternative evidence. This might, 
for example, be demonstrated by: 

• Related academic or work experience 
• The quality of the personal statement 
• A strong academic or other professional reference 

Or a combination of these factors. 

Each application will be considered on its own merit but 
cannot guarantee an offer in each case. 

English language requirements 

IELTS level 7.0 or above, with at least 6.0 in reading, 
writing, listening and speaking (please check our main 
English language requirements webpage). 

Selection Criteria We select applicants according to potential and current 
ability in the following areas: 

• The quality of your supporting material and 
statement 

• Your critical abilities and awareness of the cultural 
and social context within which you practice 

• Your communication skills and preparedness to 
participate collaboratively in debate and practice 

• Evidence that you have the confidence and ability 
to benefit from and contribute to the learning 
environment at postgraduate level. 

https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/language-centre/english-language-requirements
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Your personal statement should reflect on your readiness 
to engage with self-directed learning; that you are able to 
learn from experiences (trial and error), and that you are 
motivated to learn from others. 

Scheduled Learning 
and Teaching 

Following two years of disruption due to Covid 19 we are 
glad to be returning to normal delivery in 2022/23. This 
means on campus face-to-face activities such as course 
projects, lectures, seminars, and studio work, except for 
courses designed to be delivered online.  
 
Scheduled learning and teaching activity may include 
lectures, seminars, studio and workshop briefings, 
tutorials, external visits and project briefings.  
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Awards and Percentage of Scheduled Learning 
Year 1 
Awards Credits 

Postgraduate Certificate (Exit Only)  60  

 

Year 2 
Awards Credits 

Postgraduate Diploma (Exit Only)  120  

Master of Arts  180  

 
Scheduled Learning Split by Level 

Level 7 17%   

Total Scheduled Learning Split 17%  
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Course Aims and Outcomes 
The Aims and Outcomes of this Course are as follows: 

Aim/Outcome Description  

Aim 
The course aims to develop the student's creative abilities to 
generate and produce innovative work that explores the 
boundaries of contemporary writing practice. 

Outcome 
An awareness of the dramaturgical and presentational skills 
needed to write for a range of different media, including the stage, 
film, television, audio and a variety of digital outlets. 

Outcome A synthesis of practical, research, evaluative and reflective skills 
demonstrated through the quality of their writing for performance. 

Outcome An ability to negotiate a range of creative working relationships 
which are relevant and beneficial to their practice. 
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Distinctive Features 

1 

Open approach to format: The media covered on the course includes Audio 
(radio, podcasts, and sound scape/sculpture), Digital (web series, games 
[console and mobile], and Virtual Reality), Screen (Film, TV) and Stage 
(theatre, found space, site specific, community). 

2 

Cross-disciplinary collaboration: The course encourages students to make the 
most of the collaborative opportunities available to them being based in an Art 
and Design college - a unique position for a writing course in the UK. The 
course actively pursues practical collaborations with other CSM courses and 
within UAL. 

3 

Supportive peer environment: A perfect place to start curating a portfolio of 
work for screen, stage, and audio, with the help of professionals working in the 
field supported by your peers. The course environment challenges you to think 
more deeply about your voice. 

4 Public showcase: The course has a showcase at the end of the second year to 
enable extracts of work to be performed and shared digitally with the public. 
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Course Detail 

Performance: Writing focuses on the craft and technical aspects of writing for 
performance. It offers teaching that supports you to develop your skills and voice 
as a writer. In an ever changing, intensely competitive UK and global sector, it 
encourages you to identify who you are writing for, and to explore relevant outlets 
for your work. 

The course engages with established and innovative writing practices across 
theatre, audio, television, film and digital media. It acknowledges the key 
similarities and differences between writing for different media. The course 
engages in debates relating to scriptwriting, script development and script 
production. 

The course structure is student-centred, tailoring learning to your own interests 
wherever possible. It will help you produce a portfolio of work, written for different 
media, and a variety of performance contexts. 

Course Units 

Performance: Writing explores the theory and practice of writing for a variety of 
different dramatic outlets, live performance, film, television, audio and digital 
media. It will provide you with a challenging, supportive and inclusive 
postgraduate learning environment in which to develop your writing. The course is 
embedded within the Performance programme at Central Saint Martins and, as 
such, you will encounter and work alongside students and staff with diverse 
interests, motives and experiences. This is critical to learning in an art school; you 
are encouraged to embrace opportunity and alternative perspectives whilst 
remaining centrally focused on your own individual development. 

Unit 1: Skills and Practices 1 

Unit 1 explores dramaturgy. It examines the techniques, issues and debates 
surrounding the theory and practice of dramatic writing and writing for 
performance. It covers different forms including theatre, TV, audio and digital 
media. 

Unit 2: Skills and Practices 2 

Building on the dramaturgical and compositional strategies developed in Unit 1 
this Unit explores the cinematic experience, film theory and writing for Film, and 
how to structure and format a screen play. It also introduces you to writing for 
animation. 
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Unit 3: Professional Preparation 

Unit 3 prepares you for professional practice and what it means to forge and have 
a career as writer. This it does, by encouraging you to identify your writer’s voice 
by reflecting on your ideas, vision and personality expressed in your work. You 
will research and choose ‘outlets’ for their work. You will be shown how to 
construct a personal and professional development plan. You will be taught 
pitching skills, and approaches to self-production. You will explore complementary 
opportunities available to you as a professional writer, including script reading, 
editing, development and facilitation. 

Unit 4: Final Portfolio 

Unit 4 constitutes an intensive writing period in which you will complete a major 
project for one medium, as well as two proposals for different media. Combined 
with the work you have created in in Units 1 and 2 this will complete your portfolio 
of ‘writing for performance’. 

Mode of study 

MA Performance: Writing is offered in extended full-time mode, delivered through 
a blend of online and in person over 60 weeks / two academic years. You will be 
expected to commit 30 hours per week to study, which includes teaching time and 
independent study 

This mode of study extends the duration of the course allowing you time for 
personal reflection and the evolution of ideas and creative thinking. 

One of the benefits of this mode of study is that it does allow for some space to 
enable you to pursue studies, while also undertaking part-time employment, 
internships or care responsibilities. 

Credit and award requirements 

The course is credit-rated at 180 credits. 

On successfully completing the course, you will gain a Master of Arts (MA 
degree). 

Under the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications, an MA is Level 7. All 
units must be passed in order to achieve the MA but the classification of the 
award is derived from the mark for the final unit only. 

If you are unable to continue on the course, a Postgraduate Certificate (PG Cert) 
will normally be offered following the successful completion of 60 credits, or a 
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Postgraduate Diploma (PG Dip) following the successful completion of 120 
credits. 

Learning and Teaching Methods 

The learning and teaching methods devised for this course include:  

• An Induction to the university 
• An Introduction to the contents of the course handbook, including unit 

briefs and modes of assessment. 
• Lectures, seminars, tutorials and workshops. Peer learning 
• Structured formative feedback from staff and peers. 
• Self-directed learning 
• Active sharing 
• Self-evaluation and reflective practices. 

Assessment Methods 

• Scripts and script extracts for different media 
• Reflective statements 
• Personal and Professional Development Plan 
• Pitches, proposals and presentations for future writing 
• Short film audio files and social media tests 
• Symposium 

Reference Points 

• QAA Descriptors of Higher Education Qualifications – Level 7 Master’s 
Degree: 

“Master's degrees are awarded to students who have demonstrated a systematic 
understanding of knowledge, and a critical awareness of current problems and/or 
new insights, much of which is at, or informed by, the forefront of their academic 
discipline, field of study or area of professional practice.” 

“Holders of the qualification will be able to demonstrate self-direction and 
originality in tackling and solving problems, and act autonomously in planning and 
implementing tasks at a professional or equivalent level.” 

The QAA Subject Benchmarking statement for Creative Writing (2019) references 
defining principles for Creative Writing that include: 

• focuses on the production of new writing by students and critical reflection 
on that practice. 



Page 10 of 12 
CSMMAWRIX02 MA Performance: Writing Programme Spec for 2023.24 entry 

 

• requires engagement with the expressive potential and persuasive power 
of language. 

• recognises formal constraints and conventions, but also questions them in 
order to produce innovative solutions to artistic problems and to explore 
the nature of originality. 

• requires students to acquire knowledge of the contexts of their writing: 
literary, cultural and personal. 

The statement references the aims of a Creative Writing degree to possibly 
include: 

• supporting students in the development of their own writing, and develop 
their confidence through a critical, technical and creative understanding 
of the subject/craft/art and of their own creative process. 

• support students in developing strategies for creative expression 
• foster students' creative/artistic ambitions and support them in achieving 

their aspirations, offering direction and advice where necessary. 

  

• The Learning and Teaching policies of the University of the Arts London 
• College policies and initiatives 
• QAA Drama and Performance Benchmark statement 
• Contemporary performance design and practice 
• External professional organisations. 

In addition, the following reference points were used in designing the course: 

• As individuals, the Course Leader and tutors belong to strong professional 
networks and make good use of the advice and guidance available to 
them through this in reflecting on the continuing development of the 
course offer. 

The course was originally developed in consultation with a range of 
commissioners, producers, directors, development executives, literary managers 
and literary agents who confirmed the need for the knowledge, experience and 
skill set that the course offers. 
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Course Diagram 
MA Performance: Writing – PLEASE NOTE DUE TO VACATION DATES, SPECIFIC DELIVERY WEEKS MAY 
CHANGE. 
S=summative assessment 
LEVEL 7 - Year 1 
 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Unit 1: Skills and Practices 1 
(60 credits) S Unit 2: Skills and Practices 2 

(40 credits) 

LEVEL 7 - Year 2 
 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

  S 

Unit 3: 
Professional 
Preparation 
(20 credits) 

S Unit 4: Final Portfolio 
(60 credits) S S 
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The University will use all reasonable endeavours to provide the Course and the 
services described in this Output. There may be occasions whereby the University 
needs to add, remove or alter content in relation to your Course as may be appropriate 
for example the latest requirements of a commissioning or accrediting body, or in 
response to student feedback, or to comply with applicable law or due to circumstances 
beyond its control. The University aim to inform you of any changes as soon as is 
reasonably practicable 
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