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COURT OF GOVERNORS 
Virtual Meeting Minutes 

 

Minutes of the virtual meeting (conducted via email) held at noon on Thursday 12 
February 2015, c/o Governance and Legal Affairs, 272 High Holborn, WC1V. 

 
Participants: Sir John Sorrell CBE (Chairman)  

   
 Professor Oriana Baddeley David Lindsell 
 Lorraine Baldry, OBE Diana Osagie 
 Jamie Bill John Parmiter 
 Aisha Caan Grayson Perry CBE 
 Nigel Carrington Andrea Rose CMG OBE 
 Professor Sir Ivor Crewe Matthew Ryder QC 
 Ben Evans Sim Scavazza 
 Harry Gaskell Jane Slinn 
 Sir David Green KCMG Ben Terrett 
 Andrew Hughes Alison Woodhams 
 Kyran Joughin  
   
Clerk: Marion Feery (Deputy University Secretary) 
  
1. STUDENT GOVERNOR 
1.1 At the Court meeting on 2 February 2015, a discussion had taken place about the 

Student Union (SU) proposal to change its sabbatical team posts and remove the 
role of SU President; the idea being that of the four sabbatical (elected) officers of 
Activities Officer, Campaigns Officer, Education Officer and Welfare Officer, the 
Campaigns Officer would become the designated student governor on the Court of 
Governors replacing the SU President role with effect from 1 September 2015. 

 
1.2 This proposal required Court’s approval as Court must ultimately decide on its own 

membership and therefore who should be the student governor.  Court members 
were not clear why the Campaigns Officer should undertake the role rather than, 
say, the Education Officer.  Governors’ concerns centred around the fact that the 
student governor was expected to be able to contribute to the Court meetings on 
most SU concerns and activities, not just specific campaigns.  Furthermore, as the 
role was one of charity trustee, the student governor must always act in the best 
interests of the University when acting as UAL trustee.  Court members were not 
clear whether this had been thought through when proposing to allocate the role to 
the Campaigns Officer.   
 

1.3 The matter had to be resolved urgently in order to allow the SU elections to 
proceed so that the sabbatical post-holders could be in place by the next 
academic year.   



 
1.4 Following discussions with the incumbent student governor, a proposal was 

formulated by the Clerk to the Court of Governors. A specific role description for the 
student governor based on the generic governor role description would be drafted.  
This would make it clear that the student governor cannot be mandated by the SU 
and must always act in the best interests of the University, notwithstanding any 
sabbatical role they carry out.  Where any conflict of loyalty arises, as with other 
governors, the student governor would be expected to declare the interest and 
withdraw from the meeting. 

 
1.5 The SU would advise the candidates for the four sabbatical roles of the Court’s 

requirements.  Once elected, the four sabbaticals would choose between 
themselves which of them was best placed and willing to undertake this role.  This 
selection would happen annually following the elections.  
 

1.6 The current student governor would brief the incoming student governor on the 
Court’s requirements; and as part of that process, she would invite the new 
incumbent to attend the July Court meeting with her.  A more specialised induction 
for the new student governor would be undertaken (which, in any case, was always 
augmented by the new student governor attending the Leadership Foundation for 
HE’s course for student governors in the autumn term).   
 

AGREED: That the student governor may be one of the four sabbatical officers of the 
SU, providing that person is prepared to conduct themselves in accordance 
with the student governor role description and on the understanding that the 
appointment is for a one year term; a term which cannot be split between a 
number of incumbents. 
 

The meeting concluded at 12.15pm. 
 
Signed as a true and 
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