
 
 

GUIDANCE ON ELIGIBILITY  
 
Status of the University 
 
1. The University was established as a higher education corporation under the Education 

Reform Act 1988 and has the status of an exempt charity.  Its membership is 
determined in accordance with an Order of the Privy Council, known as the Instrument 
of Government. Governors are charity trustees. 

 
Eligibility 
 
2. The Instrument of Government states that the following categories of person are 

ineligible for appointment other than as co-opted governors: 
 
 - employees of the University * 
 - full time students at the University ** 
 - elected members of any local authority 
 

*  except where the employee is nominated by the Academic Board 
**  except where a student is nominated by the students within limits set 

by the Instrument 
 
3. Please advise the University Secretary and Registrar urgently if you are a councillor or 

considering standing for election. The definition of local authority in the Education 
Reform Act includes county councils, district and unitary councils, London Borough 
Councils and the Common Council of the City of London but not Parish Councils.  

 
4. Governors as charity trustees must not be disqualified from acting as trustees. 

Disqualifications include where a person: 
(i) Has an unspent conviction relating to any offence involving deception or 

dishonesty unless the conviction is regarded legally as spent. 
(ii) Is an undischarged bankrupt, has made a composition or arrangement with, 

or granted a trust deed for, his/her creditors (this can be ignored if discharged 
from such an arrangement). 

(iii) Is subject to an order under section 429(b) of the Insolvency Act 1986. 
(iv) Is disqualified from acting as a company director. 
(v) Has been removed from the office of charity trustee or trustee for a charity by 

an Order made by the Charity Commissioners or the High Court on the 
grounds of any misconduct or mismanagement. 

(vi) Has failed to make payments under County Court administration orders. 
(vii) Is incapable of managing and administering their own affairs. 
(viii) Is subject to a disqualification Order under the Criminal Justice and Court 

Services Act 2000. 
 

5. You will be asked to sign a form to confirm that you are eligible to act as a governor of 
the University and as a charity trustee; that you understand the responsibilities involved; 
and that you will act responsibly and in the best interests of the charity at all times. 

 
 
 
 


