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Please use the questions and answers below, to help guide and inform your decisions relating 
to Brexit as a current, or prospective student at UAL. Because of the rapidly changing nature of 
the situation, please check back regularly and make use of government sites and resources to 
ensure you are working with the latest information. 
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Current students 
 

EU, EEA, Swiss nationals 
How will my immigration status change after the UK leaves the EU? 

As a current student you will be able to apply for the relevant immigration permissions to live, 
study and work in the UK via the Settlement Scheme – see this webpage for more details. 

 

Within the Settlement Scheme, individuals will obtain either ‘settled’ or ‘pre-settled’ status. As 
a brief overview, if you have 5 years’ continuous residence in the UK, you will normally be 
granted settled status – and if you are living in the UK but have not yet acquired 5 years’ 
continuous residence, you will normally be granted pre-settled status. Continuous residence 
means that you’ve been in the UK for at least 6 months in any 12 month period. Full details 
of the criteria and your eligibility for either status is available on the UK government website. 

 

For more information, see the definition of EEA countries on this webpage, the step-by-step 
personalised status tool here, and the UKCISA website here. 

 

If you already hold Indefinite Leave to Remain (ILR) in the UK, you do not need to make an 
application via the Settlement Scheme. However, you may still wish to consider doing so, as 
the permissible absence duration granted to those individuals with “settled” status is longer 
than that granted within ILR. For more details, please see this webpage. 

https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families/what-settled-and-presettled-status-means
https://www.gov.uk/eu-eea
https://www.gov.uk/staying-uk-eu-citizen
https://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/EU-EEA--Swiss-Students/Brexit-what-does-it-mean-for-students-and-their-family
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families/if-you-have-permanent-residence-or-indefinite-leave-to-remain
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Will my fees and funding be affected by Brexit? 

If you enrolled on your programme as a “Home/EU” fee status student, you will pay the same 
tuition fees as UK students and you will not see any changes to your loan eligibility. This 
guarantee will apply for the full duration of your enrolment on that specific programme. This 
is subject to any annual increase in accordance with the applicable terms and conditions and 
the UAL fees schedule. 

For further information, please refer to our webpage here. 

Will I still have access to healthcare on the NHS? 

As part of the EU Settlement Scheme, you’re granted immigration permissions which give 
you access to public services, including medical care under the NHS. You may read further 
details of the NHS and access to UK healthcare on this webpage and also on the UKCISA 
website. 

Will I still be able to work in the UK while I am studying after Brexit? 

The rights of our EU, EEA and Swiss students living in the UK will remain unchanged from 
the date that the UK exits the EU and throughout the implementation period, which is 
currently set to end in December 2020, but may change depending on the departure date. 
This means that you can continue living, working and study in the UK - however, if you intend 
to remain in the UK after 31 December 2020 in order to complete your studies, or to work 
after graduation, you will need to apply and secure either pre-settled or settled status under 
the EU Settlement Scheme (see question two, and this webpage for more details). 

My course finishes this year and I’d like to progress to the next level of degree study – 
what do I need to know? 

Please read the guidance below in the ‘Prospective Student’ section for information on 
further study at UAL. 

Current international students (Non-EU) 
 

Will my immigration status be impacted by the UK leaving the EU? 

As a UAL student with the correct visa to study and work within the UK, your status will not be 
impacted by the UK leaving the EU. There may be changes to travel to the EU from the UK, 
however as a citizen of another country, your ability to travel to Europe will be based on 
arrangements between your home country and the EU. If you are travelling because of a 
university programme, for instance Erasmus +, please see the Erasmus questions below or 
contact the programme team for guidance. 

 
 

Current home students 
Do I need to do anything to prepare for Brexit? 

If you’re planning to travel to the EU in the coming months you’ll need to consider things such 
as your passport expiry date, driving in Europe, health coverage and more. Please visit the 
GOV.UK website for guidance. 

https://www.arts.ac.uk/about-ual/ual-and-the-european-union/brexit/brexit-information-for-students
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/467655/nhsleaflet-visitor-student.pdf
https://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/EU-EEA--Swiss-Students/Staying-in-the-UK-as-a-student
https://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/EU-EEA--Swiss-Students/Staying-in-the-UK-as-a-student
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families
https://www.gov.uk/visit-europe-brexit
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You can also engage in the political discussion and use your voice to let your local MP know 
your views, take part in demonstrations, and show support and compassion to EU friends and 
fellow students who may feel unsettled during this time. 

 

Prospective students 
 
 

Will I still be able to study at UAL despite Brexit? 
 

Yes. UAL is committed to supporting its European student community, and we will remain a 
welcoming environment in which students from all over the EU - and the world - choose to come 
and study.  

What is Brexit’s impact on my immigration status in the UK as an EU/EEA/Swiss student? 
 

At 11pm on Friday 31 January 2020, the UK legally withdrew from the EU. Despite this, very 
little will change immediately. The UK and EU enter an 11-month period, known as the 
'transition period', which will keep the UK bound to the EU's rules - currently set until 31 
December 2020. 
 
Therefore if you arrive in the UK before 31 December 2020, you will be enter freely and be able 
to apply for the relevant immigration permissions to live, study and work in the UK via the EU 
Settlement Scheme – see this webpage for more details.  
 
We appreciate there is on-going uncertainty, as a result of the continuing developments within 
this transitional period. As soon as further information is made available we will update our 
Brexit pages online.  

  

Will Brexit have an impact on my tuition fee status, as an EU student? 
 
If you are eligible to enrol on a programme as a “Home/EU” fee student for entry in the 
academic year 2020/2021, the government has issued assurances that you will pay the same 
tuition fees as UK students, and you will not see any changes to your loan eligibility. This will 
apply for the length of that specific programme. The tuition fee amount remains subject to any 
annual increase in accordance with the applicable terms and conditions and the UAL fees 
schedule.  
 
The fee status of EU nationals enrolling from the 2021/2022 academic year onwards has yet to 
be determined by the UK for all courses with government funding, including Further Education 
(such as Foundation Diploma in Art and Design), Undergraduate and Postgraduate level 
courses. As soon as we have further information, we will publish this on our website.  

 

Will Brexit affect EU students’ eligibility to take up the UK student loans?  
 

As a student due to enrol on a course in the 2019/20 or 2020/21 academic year, providing you 
are eligible to receive loans and/or grants from Student Finance England (or other UK 
government agency), you will continue to remain eligible for the duration of your specific course.  
 
The fee status and loan eligibility of our students applying for entry in 2021/22 and beyond has 
yet to be determined by the UK government. As soon as we have further information, we will 
publish this on our website.  

 

I am an EU student due to enrol on a Foundation Diploma in Art and Design course in 
September 2020. What will my fee status be for this course - and following this, for my 

https://www.parliament.uk/get-involved/contact-your-mp/
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families/
https://www.arts.ac.uk/about-ual/ual-and-the-european-union/brexit/brexit-information-for-students
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/eu-student-funding-continued-for-202021
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progression BA course?  
 

The fee status and loan access guarantee for eligible EU students has been issued for those 
starting their courses in 2020/21, for the duration of their specific course in that academic year. 
Whilst we can confirm that the Foundation course fees and loan access will remain as per the 
existing ‘Home fee’ status guidelines for all eligible EU students, we do not yet have the relevant 
guidance from the UK government regarding fees and loan access for students enrolling on 
courses from the 2021/2022 academic year onwards.  
 
Therefore this directly relates to your progression onto a BA course in the 2021/2022 academic 
year. Unfortunately, at present we cannot provide guidance on what the fee status and loan 
access may be for your potential future BA course from September 2021 onwards. We will 
inform our students of the relevant announcements from the government as soon as we receive 
them. 

 
 

Will I still be able to work in the UK while I am studying, when the UK is no longer part of 
the EU?  
 
Currently the rights of our EU, EEA and Swiss students living in the UK remain unchanged, as 
the UK remains within the transitional period until 31 December 2020. Those students currently 
living in the UK should apply via the Settlement Scheme in order to guarantee their right to work 
in the UK after the end of the transitional period.  
 
From 1 January 2021 onwards, it is anticipated that a new immigration system will be in place. It 
is not known in detail what the new immigration system will be, and how this may affect our new 
students arriving after this time, other than there will be a requirement to meet certain specific 
rules. Once further information is made available, we will publish it on our website. 
 

Will I be able to work in the UK after I finish my studies?  
 
Students currently living in the UK should apply via the Settlement Scheme to confirm their right 
to work. For students arriving in the UK prior to the end of the transitional period (31 December 
2020), the Settlement Scheme will provide the opportunity to obtain relevant immigration 
permissions according to individual eligibility. You can read more information about the type of 
permissions granted (within both settled and pre-settled status) in relation to working in the UK 
on the Settlement Scheme webpage.   
 
From 1 January 2021 onwards, it is anticipated that a new immigration system will be in place 
which will be applicable to all new arrivals in the UK from this date. Once further information is 
made available on this, we will publish it on our website.  
 

What about my access to UK healthcare services, as an EU/EEA/Swiss student?  
 
Currently the rights of our EU, EEA and Swiss students living in the UK remain unchanged, 
including the right to access the NHS, as the UK remains within the transitional period until 31 
December 2020.  Again, students already living in the UK or arriving prior to the end of the 
transitional period should apply to the Settlement Scheme in order to confirm their healthcare 
access rights.  
 
For students arriving from 1 January 2021 under the anticipated new immigration system, once 
further information is made available, we will publish it on our website.  
 

Will my degree still be recognised in the EU? 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/eu-student-funding-continued-for-202021
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families
https://www.arts.ac.uk/about-ual/ual-and-the-european-union/brexit/brexit-information-for-students
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families/what-settled-and-presettled-status-means
https://www.arts.ac.uk/about-ual/ual-and-the-european-union/brexit/brexit-information-for-students
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families
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UK degrees are recognised in many countries around the world, and there are a number of 
agreements between different countries that support this – not all of which are specifically 
related to the EU. This means that most academic qualifications will still be recognised. Further 
to this, UAL’s global reputation will continue to be recognised internationally, and we will do all 
we can to support our graduates’ employability on a global scale in the years to come. For more 
details of our international reputation, please see this webpage.  
 

Where can I go for further information and support? 
If you have specific queries relating to your course and/or enrolment, please contact your 
admissions team directly through your UAL portal. You may also contact our Student Services 
team for funding and immigration queries – see the bottom of the page for contact details. 

 

Short term study 
 

Short Courses 
I hold EU/EEA/Swiss nationality, I wish to book a short course in the next few months. 
Will Brexit impact my study and will I need a visa? 

At the present moment we do not expect Brexit to cause any impact to your studies. If the 
situation changes we will ensure to contact any students affected. 

I am a current EU/EEA/Swiss student on a short course due to end in March, April or 
May. Will Brexit impact my study and will I need a visa for the rest of my course? 

At the present moment we do not expect Brexit to cause any impact to your study, you should 
be able to complete your short course without any disruption. If the situation changes we will 
ensure to contact any students affected. 

I hold EU/EEA/Swiss nationality, I have been living in the UK for a number of years. I 
would like to book a number of short courses. Will Brexit impact my study? 
At the present moment we do not expect Brexit to impact any of your study. If the situation 
changes we will ensure to contact any students affected. 

I wish to book some short courses during the summer and also travel between the UK 
and Europe around these short courses. Will Brexit impact my study and travel? 

At the present moment we do not expect Brexit to impact any of your study, however you will 
need to ensure you have the identification and visas required by the UK and any other 
countries you plan to visit. You can check if you require a visa to enter the UK on the 
 Government’s website. 

*If you have any additional questions not answered by this FAQ then please contact our UAL 
Short Courses team who will be happy to advise you: ara@arts.ac.uk | +44 (0)2075148521 

 
 

Study Abroad 
I am a prospective Study Abroad student with EU/EEA/Swiss nationality and interested 
in joining UAL’s Study Abroad programme next academic year. Will Brexit impact my 
study and will I need a visa? 

At the present moment we do not expect Brexit to cause any impact to your study, you should 
be able to apply and study with us. If the situation changes we will ensure to contact any 
students affected. 

I am a current Study Abroad student with EU/EEA/Swiss nationality. My course ends in 
June, after which I will be returning to my home country. Will Brexit impact my study 

https://www.arts.ac.uk/about-ual
https://www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa
https://www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa
mailto:ara@arts.ac.uk
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and will I need a visa for the rest of my studies? 

At the present moment we do not expect Brexit to cause any impact to your study, you should 
be able to complete your studies with us. If the situation changes we will ensure to contact any 
students affected. 

I am a current Study Abroad student at UAL with EU/EEA/Swiss nationality, my 
programme includes a trip to an EU country later this term. Will Brexit impact my study 
and will I need a visa for my return to the UK? 

At the present moment we do not expect Brexit to cause any impact to your study, you should 
not need any additional identification or visa for your return to the UK. If the situation changes 
we will ensure to contact any students affected. 

*If you have any additional questions not answered by this FAQ then please contact our UAL 
Study Abroad team who will be happy to advise you: 
studyabroadoffice@arts.ac.uk 

 

Language Centre 
I hold EU/EEA/Swiss nationality, I wish to study at the UAL Language Centre after 29 
March. Will Brexit impact my study and will I need a visa? 

At the present moment we do not expect Brexit to cause any impact to your study, you should 
be able to enter the UK without a visa and study while here. If the situation changes we will 
ensure to contact any students affected. 

I am a current EU/EEA/Swiss student on a course at UAL Language Centre due to end 
March, April or May. Will Brexit impact my study and will I need a visa for the rest of my 
course? 
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At the present moment we do not expect Brexit to cause any impact to your study, you should 
be able to complete your course without any disruption. If the situation changes we will ensure 
to contact any students affected. 

I wish to study at UAL Language Centre during the summer and also travel between the 
UK and Europe around these short courses. Will Brexit impact my study and travel? 

At the present moment we do not expect Brexit to impact any of your study, however you will 
need to ensure you have the identification and visas required by the UK and any other 
countries you plan to visit. You can check if you require a visa to enter the UK on the 
 Government’s website. 

*If you have any additional questions not answered by this FAQ then please contact our UAL 
Language Centre team who will be happy to advise you: 
language-centre@arts.ac.uk 

 
 
 

Erasmus + 
 

What is the status of Erasmus+ funding for students currently on mobility or due 
to take part in the 2019/20 academic year? 

If you undertake an Erasmus+ mobility in the 2019/20 academic year, the UK government has 
guaranteed that it will cover the payment of awards to UK universities for all successful 
Erasmus+ bids in the event of a no deal. This means that UAL should be able to support 
mobilities for the remainder of the academic year and we encourage you to continue to consider 
a study exchange or traineeship. 

You can find more information in the UK Government Technical Notice on Erasmus+ and on the 
UK Erasmus+ National Agency website 

It is important to check the requirements for living, working and studying abroad that may come 
into effect in a no deal situation. 

For country specific information, please visit the Foreign and Commonwealth Office “Living In…” 
guides https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/overseas-living-in-guides 

*If you have any additional questions not answered by this FAQ then please contact UAL’s 
International Relations Unit who will be happy to advise you: internationalmobility@arts.ac.uk 

What is the status of Erasmus+ funding for students studying at UAL as part of the 
Erasmus+ programme? 

In a no deal scenario, if you are studying on an Erasmus+ funded exchange at UAL when the 
UK exits the EU your grant will be covered by the European Commission’s Erasmus+ 
Contingency Regulation and you will be able to complete your mobility period as planned. 

You can find more information on the European Commission’s Contingency Regulation website. 

*If you have any additional questions not answered by this FAQ then please contact UAL’s 
International Relations Unit who will be happy to advise you: internationalmobility@arts.ac.uk 

https://www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa
https://www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa
mailto:language-centre@arts.ac.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/erasmus-in-the-uk-if-theres-no-brexit-deal/erasmus-in-the-uk-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.erasmusplus.org.uk/brexit-update
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/overseas-living-in-guides
mailto:internationalmobility@arts.ac.uk
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/about/brexit_en
mailto:internationalmobility@arts.ac.uk
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I am considering a study exchange or traineeship in the EU in 2019/20, will I still be able 
to access Erasmus+ funding? 

If the UK leaves the EU without a deal there is uncertainty around whether Erasmus+ funding 
will be available to UK universities in the 2019-20 academic year. Once more information is 
known about this, we will update you. 

Despite the uncertainty we encourage you to continue to consider undertaking a study 
exchange or traineeship. 

You can find more information in the UK Government Technical Notice on Erasmus+ and on the 
UK Erasmus+ National Agency website 

*If you have any additional questions not answered by this FAQ then please contact UAL’s 
International Relations Unit who will be happy to advise you: 
internationalmobility@arts.ac.uk 

 

Key words and definitions 
 

Key phrases 
Article 50 – part of the Treaty of the European Union, which allows a member state to express 
their wish to voluntary withdraw from the EU. Article 50 was invoked by the UK on 
Wednesday, 29 March 2017, with a two year period assigned for the withdrawal agreement 
negotiations to be held. This resulted in the UK’s ‘Brexit’ day being assigned as 29 March 
2019, which has now shifted and is awaiting final agreement between the UK government and 
the EU. 

Implementation period – the period of time after the UK’s departure from the EU (Brexit) in 
which EU, EEA and Swiss citizens’ rights remain the same, until a new immigration system, 
amongst other clarifications are established. This was previously scheduled from 29 March 
2019 to 31 December 2020, with the new immigration system expected to launch on 1 January 
2021. 

Settlement Scheme – the current registration system in place for all EU, EEA and Swiss 
citizens living in the UK who wish to remain after the UK has departed the EU. This due to 
remain in place until a new immigration system is established (expected 1 January 2021). The 
Settlement Scheme grants either ‘pre-settled’ or ‘settled’ status, based on the number of years’ 
continuous residence in the UK. Full information is available here. 

EU, EEA and Swiss definitions – please refer to the government webpage here for full 
clarification of the countries included within these definitions. 

 
 

Information for Irish citizens 
Immigration 

Irrespective of the conditions of Brexit (deal or no deal), due to the rights of Irish citizens within 
the Common Travel Area, it is not required for you to apply to the Settlement Scheme or take 
any further actions in order to enter, and/or remain, in the UK – however you can choose to do 
so if you wish. More details on Brexit and the Common Travel Area are available here. 

The UK government’s guidance outlines that Irish citizens enjoy a right of residence in the UK 
that is not reliant on the UK’s membership of the EU. As such, you will not be required to apply 
for status under the Settlement Scheme, however your eligible family members (who are not 
Irish or British citizens) will be able to obtain status within the Settlement Scheme without you 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/erasmus-in-the-uk-if-theres-no-brexit-deal/erasmus-in-the-uk-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.erasmusplus.org.uk/
mailto:internationalmobility@arts.ac.uk
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families/what-settled-and-presettled-status-means
https://www.gov.uk/eu-eea
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/travelling-in-the-common-travel-area-if-theres-no-brexit-deal/travelling-within-the-common-travel-area-and-the-associated-rights-of-british-and-irish-citizens-if-there-is-no-brexit-deal
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also being required to do so. Further information on the Settlement Scheme is available on this 
webpage. 

Fees and funding 

If you started on a programme as a “Home/EU” fee student for entry in the academic year 
2019/2020 or are due to enrol as a “Home/EU” fee student in the academic year 2020/2021, 
the government has issued reassurances that you will pay the same tuition fees as UK 
students, and you will not see any changes to your loan eligibility. This guarantee will apply for 
the full duration of your enrolment on that specific programme. This is subject to any annual 
increase in accordance with the applicable terms and conditions and the UAL fees schedule. 

For further information, please refer to our webpage here. 

Unfortunately, we do not yet have confirmed information regarding tuition fee and loan 
eligibility for Irish students hoping to enrol from September 2021 onwards. Once further 
information is made available, we will publish it on our website. 

Right to work 

The UK government guidance outlines that Irish citizens enjoy a right of residence in the UK 
that is not reliant on the UK’s membership of the EU due to the Common Travel Area. As such 
your rights to take on work within the UK should not change. 

Healthcare 

Due to the rights of Irish citizens within the Common Travel Area, access social welfare 
benefits and health services should remain unchanged despite Brexit. 

More details on the Common Travel Area are available here. 
 
 
 

Student Support 
 
 

Where can I find additional support for current students? 

If you have any questions please contact the Student Advice Service 

Online: Use our online form 
Phone: (+44) 20 7514 6250 

https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families
https://www.arts.ac.uk/about-ual/ual-and-the-european-union/brexit/brexit-information-for-students
https://www.arts.ac.uk/about-ual/ual-and-the-european-union/brexit/brexit-information-for-students
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/common-travel-area-guidance
http://artslondon.wufoo.com/forms/w7w5a7
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